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triggers of the weapons that will 
send those bastards to hell! 
Beneath the rubble in New York 
lay our brothers, our staters, 
our friends - the first victims 
on the tripwire of liberty 
For those who did ibis, 
mistake not our patience 
for th^ silent rage that 
lies within. Our mis- 
sion is just, our 
Hn, resolve absolute' 

\\ our courage^ 

W ^ unlimited and 

\ GLjr 
vt ve n gean ce 

will be 

mm Gompicte. 


On Sept 11, a new^warwas 
declared on America by an army 
of psychotic, fanatical mur¬ 
derers. Today we again 
confront an evil not seen 
Since Adolf Hitler. And 
fighting this new evil is 
a new class of heroes -- 
members of our Military, 
our brave law enforce¬ 
ment officers, our firemen, 
our EM8 groups and 
more. 

As we continue this war, 
our heroes will have 
available a new class 
of supergloves. We 
are proud to be 
equipping the 
hands of freedom, 
protecting the 
hands of justice, 
and enabling 
the fingers 
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April2002 ... while participating 
in Operation “Mountain Lion ” 
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See story on page 22 
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DISGUISED WEAPONS 
The Law-Enforcement Guide 
to Covert Guns, Knives, and 
Other Weapons 
by Craig S. Meissner 
i This book highli^its a sobering array of 
covert weapons, from beeper goes to 
1 credit card knives to peri ston guns. 

I Police and security agents will find 
I this an indispensable guide to the 
I search and recovery of these hidden 
I threats. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 

1 photos, illus., 224 pp. 

■ #DW $25.00 


CARBINE AND 
SHOTGUN 
SPEED SHOOTING 
How to Hit Hard and 
i Fast in Combat 
by Steve Moses 
L team the mechanics of shoot- 
I Ing long guns fast. From stance 
I and grip to sighting, trigger 
I control and more, discover the 
1 keys to achieving speed and 
I accuracy. 51/2x81/2, soft- 

■ cover, photos, 96 pp. 

■ #C5S $18.00 
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■ Special Color Edition 
I by Jeff Cooper 

V In this deluxe coior edition, 

« Cooper includes a new intro and 

■ chapter on the Scout, as well as 
B[ updating you on everything you 

need to know about shooting the 
jpB rifle, while entertaining you with 
tales of marksmanship, combat 
and big-game hunting. This is a 
book you’ll treasure forever. 5 
BN 1/2x81/2, hardcover, photos, 
224 pp. #ART.R2 $44.95 
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LIVING WELL ON 
PRACTICALLY NOTHING 

Revised & Updated Edition 
by Edward H. Romney 

Stocked with proven methods for 
I saving money ^shelter, food, 
i clothing, transportation, health 
I care, entertainment and more. 

I Leam to tt^happily, comfortably 
J and with complete financial free- 
1 dom - the author has done so 

■ since 1969! 81/2 > 11, soft- 

■ cover, photos, illus., 200 pp. 

" AVVELL 2 $ 27.00 


THE DEADLIEST MEN 

The World’s Deadliest 
Combatants throughout 
the Ages 

j by Paul Kirchner 

I This book profiles 50 of the greatest 
3 warriors of all time who survived 
1 terrible wounds, pulled off hair- 
J breadth escapes and piled ene- 
B mies in heaps. Their stories read 
H like fiction bu£are ail the more 
H riveting because they are tree, 5 
It] 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 376 pp.#DMEN $25.00 


BUILDING A LOG 
CABIN RETREAT 
jgy, A Do-It-Yourself Guide 
3^ . by Michael Mulligan 

Learn howto buy your land, 

I select and prepare the logs, lay 
out the foundation, erect and 
chink the walls, frame the win¬ 
dows and doors, build the roof 
and supply the site with basic 
Utilities* 5 1/2 x 81/2, soft- 
eoveiyillus.,88 pp. 

#iOG $15.00 


INVISIBLE RESISTANCE 
TO TYRANNY 
How to Lead a Secret Life of 
Insurgency in an 
Increasingly Unfree World 
| by Jefferson Mack 
Outlined here is a program for secret 
I freedom fighters who want to act 
1 individually and independently!^ 

I ignore, evade, resist and thwajt 
1 abusive government power.With this 
■ information, therein need to 
B protest ifl the streets, go on hunger 
" strikes or take up arms. 51/2 x8 
1/2, softcover, 152 pp. #IR $15.00 


THE QUICK AND DIRTY 
GUIDE TO LEARNING 
LANGUAGES FAST 

byA.G. Hawke 

l This workbook was designed for 
people who need to learn a foreign 
I language fast and who don't want 
I to learn complicated grammar 
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B seven days and proficient in 30! 
B 81/2 x 11, softcover, 176 pp. 
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Guidance 


by Robert K. Brown 


From An Old Friend 


The following was sent to me by an 
old friend It’s been revised a bit, but I 
think you’ll get the message . — RKB 

To ensure we Americans never offend 
anyone, particularly fanatics intent on 
killing us, airport screeners are not 
allowed — by politically correct liberal 
halfwits — to profile passengers. So, gov¬ 
ernment-approved security personnel 
continue to conduct strip searches of 80- 
year-old women, wailing kids with soggy 
diapers, airline pilots with proper identi¬ 
fication, and retired Medal of Honor 
recipients, while swarthy perpetrators 
with names like A1 Jihad and Kamel Ry~ 
dour — with one-way tickets paid for in 
cash — get no special scrutiny 

Let’s pause a moment and take the 
following test: 

In 1972,11 Israeli athletes were mur¬ 
dered at the Munich Olympics by: 

(a) Grandma Moses. 

(b) Exiled pacifists from the Bagh¬ 
dad Peace and Justice Coalition. 

(c) Illegal aliens from Planet X, a 
rave joint in Chihuahua. 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

In 1979, the U.S. Embassy in Iran was 
taken over by: 

(a) Norwegians from the Lichen 
Herbarium of the University of Oslo. 

(b) Elvis, looking svelte after two 
years beneath the sod. 

(c) A tour bus full of knife-wielding 
grandmas. 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

In 1983, the U.S. Marine barracks in 
Beirut was blown up by: 

(a) An under-tipped pizza delivery 
boy (the one with the pepperoni face). 

(b) Crazed feminists complaining 


that having to throw a grenade beyond 
its own burst radius in basic training was 
an unfair and sexist job requirement. 

c) Geraldo Rivera. 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

In 1988, Pan Am Flight 103 was 
bombed by: 

(a) Luca “He sleeps with the fishes” 
Brazzi, for being scratched from The 
Godfather, Part II. 

(b) The Tooth Fairy. 

(c) Butch and Sundance, back from 
Bolivia and filled with a pound of lead. 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

In 1993, the World Trade Center was 
bombed by: 

(a) The entire cast of Cats. 

(b) Victor Borge’s piano tuner. 

(c) Cheese-intoxicated tourists from 
Milwaukee. 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

In 1998, the U.S. Embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania were bombed by: 

(a) Mr. Rogers. 

(b) Hillary, to deflect attention from 
Bill’s frequent female faux pas. 

(c) A screwed-over Hollywood screen¬ 
writer (representing legions of colleagues). 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

On 9/11/01, four airlines were 
hijacked and destroyed by: 

(a) P-P-P-P-Porky P-P-P-P-Pig. 

(b) The late Mrs. Earl Warren. 

(c) The mutt from the third litter of 
The Hound of the Baskervilles . 

(d) Muslim male extremists mostly 
between the ages of 17 and 40. 

Damned if I know why secur ity should 
ever even think about profiling. X 
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Jump over the pack and quickly learn the kick-ais stuff 
you NEED to win any fight! 



By Vladimir Smith 


(Dateline: Visalia, CA) You can learn a lot 
in a hospital. For example... there are entire 
wards filled with “expert” motorcycle riders 
who forgot to wear their helmet on that one 
day they dumped their hog on an oil slick. 
Bounced their skull along twenty yards of 
asphalt and scrambled their brains. 

It’s the same with fighters. The most 
common whine coming from a guy in a hospi¬ 
tal bed, jaw wired shut, pins holding bones 
together, IV dripping... is “I thought I knew 
how to fight.” 

Yeah, you “thought”. Well, the dirty, nasty 
secret among REAL streetfighters is... most 
guys do NOT know how to fight to survive 
or win. And it’s obvious. 

Here are the mistakes most guys make that 
get them hurt (or killed): 

1. You train with someone who doesn \t fight 
regularly . Or, worse, a black belt who 
has never actually hit another person to 
save his own hide. (That’s about 99.99% 
of the black belt “teachers” out there.) 

2. You train for years in a style that doesn’t 
actually work in the real world. 

Hospitals are filled with guys who 
confidently dropped into their fancy 
stance at the start of the fight... and 
ended up on the ground a second later 
getting the crap stomped out of them. 

3. You never learn even the basics of the 
“fighter’s mindset”... that special 
vicious way of thinking that actually 
turns you from a mild-mannered human 
into a lethal beast in the blink of an eye. 

All this is a problem for most guys. Where 
can you go to find a REAL fighter willing to 
take you under his wing and teach you EV¬ 
ERYTHING about kicking ass? Heck, even 
Navy SEALS admit they get lousy “official” 
training in hand-to-hand combat. 

But they don’t sit around and whine about 
it. Not the ones who want to live. No. They 
go out and - on their own - find the... 

BEST Combat Teacher 
They Can Track Down! 

The guy they seek out the most eagerly is 

Paul Vunak. 

Paul is the ONLY active streetfighter to 
successfully condense all the deadly “get the 
fight over NOW” skills of Bruce Lee (“Enter 
The Dragon”). Paul trained for 20 years with 
the notorious Dan Iansanto (Bruce Lee’s 
training partner)... and Paul is acknowledged 
worldwide as the ONLY man qualified to ad¬ 


vance Jeet Kune Do to the “next level”. He’s 
the “first choice” instructor of men whose lives 
depend on being able to win at combat. 

Why do SEALS, big-city SWAT cops, and 
elite “black bag” CIA/FBI operatives flock to 
Paul for training? The answer is simple: 

A. Paul is constantly testing and refining 
his skills in real-time fighting - in the 
street, where there are no rules, and the 
loser may not wake up. He’s an honest- 
go-God streetfighter with the chops to 
demolish anyone, of any size, at any 
time . And he’s not a big man (standing 
about 5’9” and under 160 lbs. soaking 
wet). Nor was he blessed with 
extraordinary quickness or agility. He’s 
a “normal” guy who learned the simple, 
flexible secrets that really work in hand- 
to-hand (and hand-against-weapon) 
combat. Against any opponent, against 
any style. 

B. He is recognized as the BEST 
teacher on the planet. After years of 
experimenting, Paul has perfected a 
startling “learn it fast” interactive 
training technology that allows him to 
“install” nasty, super-advanced skills 
directly into your muscle memory... on 
video\ That means you can train at 
home, on your own schedule. Cops and 
soldiers love that... because they don’t 
have time to waste. Neither do you. 

C. Finally... Paul is so sought-after 
because... he has an iron-clad reputation 
for turning ordinary people into vicious 
“fighting machines” in the shortest time 
humanly possible. He will change your 
world literally... 

Overnight! 

In all of Paul’s teaching, there are NO 
complicated moves. You can master every¬ 
thing in a matter of hours . (In fact, just watch¬ 
ing Paul on video will dramatically increase 
your ability to win any fight! You can pick 
this stuff up that quickly.) 

Even better... you do not need to train con¬ 
stantly to become a master of Paul’s system. 
Many professional fighters feel confident us¬ 
ing this stuff after ONE lesson. 

And... you do not need to be quick, or 
coordinated, or even in decent physical shape. 
All the deadly power comes from extensions of 
the way your body moves naturally. 

This is not “normal” martial arts. It is a 
simplified (yet super-advanced) fighting sys¬ 
tem that goes beyond anything you could learn 


anywhere else. These are, frankly... 

The Most Elite And Dangerous 
Fighting Skills You Will Find 
Anywhere 
On The Planet! 

Think I’m bragging? Well, don’t listen to me, 
then. Listen to the professionals who trust 
their friggin’ lives with what Paul teaches: 

“Finally, the SEALS no longer will be 
doing reverse punches and flying side kicks 
while carrying rue sacks and machine guns. 
Thanks , Pauir -- Frank Cucci, former Navy 
SEAL, current SEAL Team Trainer 

“I’ve got 6 black belts, but Paul is the 
man who made it all come together for me. 
It’s so simple, its hard to believe... but Vm 
here to tell you he teaches the only true art of 
fighting. ” -- Paul Iwamato, top bodyguard to 
U.S. politicians and Hollywood actors 
“Pauls stuff is exactly what I’ve been 
searching f or all my life - simple, easy, 
direct, and totally devastating, ” - Bob 
Jones, editor of Ground Fighter Magazine 
“Most effective self-defense system I’ve 
ever used. And I mean used. ” California 
Narcotics Task Force Commander - (name 
withheld due to security regulations) 

“Paul’s system will turn the martial arts 
community on its ear." -■ Jim Hinely, SWAT 
cop and hostage negotiator 

“This training will give anybody who watches 
it immediate tools in self-defense that will make 
you confident. And anyone from the age of 13 
to 80 can use them ." - Sgt. Carlos Hernandez, 
South Florida Police Tactics instructor 

It goes on and on. I’ve got a file cabinet 
here stuffed with testimonials from cops, sol¬ 
diers, FBI agents, CIA foreign operatives, 
“black bag” assassins the government will 
never admit exist... and a ton of civilians just 
like you. People who trained with Paul... 
quickly absorbed his simple and super-easy 
skills... and then used what they learned to 
blow away real-life opponents who threat¬ 
ened them. 

Here’s what we’ve got for you: Paul has 
been the most respected and best-selling “video” 
fighting instructor on the planet for nearly two 
decades. He has developed 3 separate video 
“packages” of mega-effective fighting skills... 
each one stuffed with elite, insider info and skills. 
Even the super-advanced lethal stuff is 
simple and easy to “get”... at least when 
you have Paul teaching you. These videos 
are so popular among pro fighters because - 
as I said before - Paul has learned how to 
teach everything fast. (And he teaches you 



everything he knows.) You walk away from 
even a casual viewing with new skills that 
offer you devastating options. 

Bought separately, all of Paul’s training videos 
would set you back $242.50. And, they are hard 
to find - Paul refuses to “dump” his teachings on 
the market, and only releases a few videos each 
year. Professionals know how to get ahold of 
Paul, but most civilians do not. 

We have negotiated a special arrange¬ 
ment with this magazine that will last for 
exactly one month, no longer. During this 
short time, you will be able to own the best of 
Paul’s secrets... 

Absolutely FREE! 

Here’s the deal: If you act right now, 
you can have Paul’s entire video library of 
teaching tapes rushed to your home. You will 
have an entire 6 months to check this material 
out... and if you aren’t completely blown 
away with what you see... simply send the 
tapes back for a complete refund. No ques¬ 
tions asked. But... 

Keep “Street Safe One” As Your Gift 
Just For Checking This Deal Out! 

That’s a completely no-risk offer for you. 
But the best part is... you won’t pay 
$242.50 to see these best-selling tapes. No. 
You will get the entire fighting library of 
tapes... for just $99. Your $99 is completely 
guaranteed, too, just as I said. It will be 
refunded to you promptly if you decide to 
return the tapes during your 6-month un¬ 
conditional guarantee. (But keep Street Safe 
One, regardless.) 

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET: 

1. Street Safe One -Worldwide 
bestseller training video, snapped up by 
the thousands by professionals and men 
who needed to get street-sawy in a 
hurry. The super-condensed, super- 
easy “learn it fast, kick some ass” basics 
of Paul’s most effective techniques. 
Selling right now for $42. 

2. D.E.V. (Defeating Extreme Violence) - 
The mega-advanced hand-to-hand 
fighting techniques Paul teaches soldiers, 
cops and other pro fighters who must go 
against trained opponents. You’ve never 
seen fighting like this before. 2 tapes in 
the set, currently selling for $101.50 

3. Paul’s famous “RAT W Fighting 
System - The most hard-core 
fighting tapes ever produced, anywhere. 
Nasty fighting skills that will send bad 
guys running away in pain and shock 
and shame. Thousands sold at $99... 
and it’s still the most sought-after 
training tape among men who will die 
unless they can beat skilled opponents 
in face-to-face combat. 

Here’s a sample of what you’re about to leam: 
How to instill horrible, blinding pain in 
your opponent and destroy his weapons as 


he attempts to fight back. 

• The 3 simple “tools” that are the ONLY 
moves real fighters use in the clutch. 
Learning these moves slashes your 
learning curve to almost nothing (even 
though you’re learning advanced skills), 
are removes 99% of the nonsense from 
learning to fight to win. 

• How to blast through your opponent’s 
“vulnerable zone” like a bull in a china 
shop, getting into his face so friggin’ fast 
he can’t react... and terminate him with 
vicious efficiency. 

• Every street weapon available in a fight, 
and the only correct way to use them to 
end the brawl immediately. 

• The astonishing secret called “defanging 
the snake” that will place you above all 
but the most skilled 1% of street fighters 
out there! (Actually gives you an 
advantage going bare-handed against an 
armed attacker!) 

• How to ‘blur out’ a weapon without 
getting “stung”. 

• Why the stupid “standard” 
martial art advice about knife 
fighting will get you seriously 
injured (and lose the fight)... 
and the only true way to counter 
and win a knife attack! 

• Plus... a complete Master’s 
Level training program for 
sparring with weapons... with 
insider secrets that will have 
you up and running at full speed 
almost overnight. (This section 
of the tapes will leave you 
breathless.) 

And a ton more. Too much more 
to list here. You must see this mate¬ 
rial for yourself... to believe such 
amazing skills really can be learned so 



quickly and effectively. 

That’s why we’ve made this deal so simple 
and straightforward. No fancy details. No 
strings attached. No risk whatsoever. 

Here’s what to do now: Just call 1-800- 
899-8153 and tell whoever answers you want 
“Paul Vunak’s Total Fighter Package”. 
You can use your credit card. Or, fill out the 
order coupon below and mail it with your 
check or money order (payable to TRS) to: 
TRS, 606 E. Acequia Visalia, CA 93292. 

This is a very limited offer, completely guar¬ 
anteed. You must hurry, or you will not get 
this astonishing material for the one low 
price... nor will you get to keep the free tape. 

P.S. Remember - you get $242.50 worth 
of the most sought-after fight training, for 
just $99... you have 6 full months to decide if 
you like what you see... and you can return 
the tapes for a complete refund if not happy. 
No questions asked. But KEEP the Street 
Safe One tape (the best seller of them all) as 
our gift just for trying this offer out. You 
can’t lose. 
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Priority Order Form! 

For fastest service use your 
Credit Card and Call Toll-FREE! 


Call 

1 - 800 - 899-8153 

(Ask For DeptTF-21) 

Q ¥ ESI I want to see what Paul has for me. It’s a great opportunity to sample the training 
so many Spec Op soldiers, SWAT cops and combat-active agents actually USE... and yet I risk nothing. 

I get Paul’s entire library of best-selling material (worth $242.50 on the open market) for just $99... and I 
can return it within 6 months for a full refund if not happy. Plus, I get to keep Street Safe One regardless. 
That’s just a really great, generous offer. And I’m hurrying, because I know this offer expires soon. 
Here’s how I want to pay: 

□ I prefer to pay with my credit card; Please charge my: □ Enclosed is my Check/Money Order for 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ AmEx $104 < $99+$5 S&H > P a y able t0 TRS - 


Can»_ 


Name:. 


Expires. 


Address:. 


Signature _ 


City. 


ST. 


Zip. 


TRS Direct • 606 East Acequia, Department TF-21» Visalia, CA 93292 

CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for “2-daf shipping and $15 for 
“Overnight" shipping, Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call for more information. 








Bulletin Board 


Correction 

The sidebar to the story by Samuel M. Katz, 
“Hunting Suicide Bombers, Part I,” that appeared 
on page 42 of the June 2002 issue, was based on 
information published in the Boston Globe , which 
was in error. The sidebar confused the identities of 
Egyptian Mohammad Atta, suspected mastermind 
of the 9-11 attacks, with Jordanian Mahmoud Atta, 
perpetrator of the 1986 bombing of an Israeli bus. 
The sidebar containing the erroneous information 
was written by SOF staff, and not the author, and 
through an administrative error was incorrectly 
attributed to the author. Our apologies to Mr. Katz. 


No Gun Ri = No Damn Story? 

Two years ago, AP won the semi-coveted 



Heavily damaged in the al-Qaeda bombing attack of October 2000, the U.S.S. Cole was 
returned from Yemen to Northrop Grumman 's Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula, Miss., aboard 
the Norwegian heavy transport ship Blue Marlin lor $250 million worth of R&R. Originally 
built at the Pascagoula facility, the Cole was relaunched three days after the 9-11 attacks, 
and returned to duty 20 April2002as she set sail for her home port of Norfolk, Va. Seventeen 
sailors were killed in the attack, and 40 of the original crew are still aboard. Noted Mark 
Rozell, an Ingalls test engineer, “You can’t destroy a destroyer, she’s proof of that. ” 




My Introductory Offer 
to New Cigar Customers 

All this for ONLY *29* 


(regularly a $79 value) 


It’s the complete package for the smoker: twenty-five" Thompson handmade, 
imported cigars, a dependable windproof lighter (may vary), and a solidly 
constructed cedar-lined divided humidor whose French quadrant hinges, 
humidification system and hygrometer make it a veritable vault to protect 
your puros. This exquisitely fashioned humidor is handsome enough to grace 
any smoker’s desk. At the low, low price of $29.95 for a regular $79 value, 
this really is quite an offer. I’m making it to introduce new customers to 
Thompson & Co., America’s oldest mail order cigar company. Since 1915 
our customers have enjoyed a rich variety of cigars and smokers’ articles. 
Only one order per customer please. 


Thompson Cigar Co. eslishs 1 - 800 - 466-9967 

America’s Oldest Mail Order Cigar Company 

P.O. Box 31274 • Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
Send me one Classic Combo For $29.95 + $4.95 shipping 
(Florida residents add 6% sales lax + appropriate county tax). 


Name 


Street Address 


Apt HI 


Six»' 


Daytime phone # ( ) _ 

□ $34.90 Enclosed. Charge to my Q VISA Q MasterCard □ AmExpress Q Discover 


Signature for credit card 

_ / / 

Credit Card No. (Print all digits) Exp. Date 

By responding to trill oti«r and signing below. I certify that I am a amobar, 21 ytarm of ago or oktar. 

_ / / 

Signed (Your order win not be processed without signa ture and date of birth) Birth data - MojOayYYoar 

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/02 • OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS • OFFER GOOD ONLY IN THE USA 

©2002 Thompson Cigar & Co., Iog. * Dept. T3465 Fax: £ia-BG2-4&D5 
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AP/Wide World 


































Master Sergeant Kitty Baran, captain of the SOF skydiving team , has been catted to active 
duty with the Resource Protection Team of the Nevada Air Nationai Guard. Kitty , with over 
400 jumps , makes custom jump suits. She can be contacted at Kitiy.Hawk@att.net. 


Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting for a 29 
September 1999 story that painted a picture of retreating 
GIs in the Korean War ordered by their commanders to 
kill refugees under or near a bridge at No Gun Ri. Korean 
citizens later filing claims against the governments of the 
United States and South Korea claim some 300 were 
killed under the bridge and 100 nearby by an air strike. 


The AP reporters alleged they were 
told by U.S. veterans that as many as 
200 were killed. 

One of those reporters, Charles 
Hanley, now appears less than anxious 
to see a book published that takes the 
premise of their story — and the 
reporters — strongly to task. Major 
Robert Bateman, former history 
teacher at West Point and now a fellow 
at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, and a former 
company commander in the subject 7th 
Cav, has a quite different take on the 
incident. Bateman’s book, No Gun Ri: A 
Military History of the Korean War 
Incident , to be published by Staekpole 
Books, was described by Hanley as 
u simply a vicious attack on us [the AP 
reporters] personally, with fantasies 
about our psyches and motivations, 
about our mysterious evil journalistic 
methodologies, and about the dark 
secrets he imagines we’re keeping — it 
belongs on the science fiction shelf.” In 
a nine-page letter to Staekpole, Hanley told Bateman’s pub¬ 
lisher it would be “a grave mistake” to publish Bateman’s 
“diatribes and defamations.” 

“It seems to me to be out of bounds for one author to 
try to short-circuit the publication of another author’s 
book,” observed Chris Finan, President of the American 
Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression. “It’s extraor- 



LZ V'S N<y License ”Re<|uife<l 

SOLID STEEL - LOOKS, FEELS, SOLIIVDS, ROES, EJECTS LIKE THE HEAL CZ 75 

FIRES BMM BLANKS A 


Realistic reproduction of M 
famous CZ 75 auto pistol, t 
Authentic, full size, fully 
operative, weighs and 
feels like the real thing. 

Holds 18 rounds and fires 
in single or double action. _ 
FREE holster as shown below. 

BLACK FINISH 


CHROME FINISH 


with 50 Rounds of Ammo with 50 Rounds of Ammo 
+ $9 Insured S/H + $9 Insured S/H 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 


Credit Cards or 
Money Orders Accepted 


Police/Professional Badges 
Body Armor • Cuffs • Stun Guns 
GUN CATALOG SEND $1.00 

MAX5ELL CORPORATION 

4400 W. HILLSBORO BLVD, #2 • COCONUT CREEK, FL 33073 


WITH GUN ORDER 


www.tnaxseli.com 1 
www.maxarmory.com 
^SECURE ONLINE ORDERING'a 
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Whether you're sweeting bullets on maneuvers or dodgingjhem in 
tatfreflght. CamelBak's ThenrfoBak® ke^psi ybu sofng. Hands'-free 
access la 3-liters of wafer makes it necessary equipment. With 
exterl^fill convenience, Hydro-Lock’ 1 'shut-off and Cordura® durability, 
t’s the system of choice. To get more information on our full line, 
visit us at www.camelbak.com or call 800-767-8725. 






hydrate or die 


TACTICAL 


HYDRATE 
OR DIE. 





Universal 
Las/Tac System^ 
Available for 

• Glock 

• Walther P99 

• HK USP, 

USP Compact 
and 2000 

• Springfield TRP 

• New SIG P226 J- 


ADVANTAGES OFFERED BY THE NEW 
Universal LASJTAC System 


Waterproof to 10 meters 
Quickly attaches to pistol 
No modification to weapon 

Optional remote cable with 
pressure pad switch _ 

Interchangeable flashlight 3 

and laser modules 

Holsters and laser 

pouches available laser devices, inc 


7 «iWf{ C&Uft, A-Q CA 

PQQ-235r2152 L^wv.fei!: tiTiJpt.-FcB-C.com 





Urban Counter-Terrorism, Torture & Summary Executions in Algeria 


Ihe shocking memoir by General Paul Aussaresses (that 
you read in excerpted form in SOF) now published in its 
entirety in English, lays hare the whole secret story of how 
the French army crushe d the urban terrorists in the battle 
of Alg iers. A devastating historical document with 45 
illustrations that sold over 100,000 copies in France! 

The hook the French courts tried and failed to han! 

240 pp., 40 half tones, hardcover, $25 


Offer to SOF Readers. 


Order NOW and get the world classic of espionage, 
In Stalin's Secret Service, by W. G. Krivitsky, 
FREE! <A $27.00 valuell 
Total cost for both books is $25.00. 

(A $52.00 valueI) 

Please add $5.00 S&H and specify Priority Mail or UPS. 


To Place Your Order Call: 212.575.9100 


Orders can also be placed via fax at 212.575.9104 or 

e-mail atsales@enigmabooks.com or send check or money order to: 


books Enigma Books, 580 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10018 


As seen in 

Torture fo Prevent Terrorism" (SOF, Dec. 20011 
and on CBS'SO Minutes with Mike Wallace! 


dinary and alarming.” 

And to us it smells like Tailwind all 
over again. 

Star of the AP report on No Gun Ri, 
and subsequently star of a Washington 
Post profile and of a “Dateline” show 
that flew him to Korea was Edward 
Daily, author of two books on the 7th 
Cav, and former president of the 7th 
Cavalry Veterans Association. Daily 
told the AP reporters about the 
alleged killings, said he was there, 
saw it all and described the cries of 
the dying babies (a nice touch). 
Bateman smelled a rat. With help of 
Jug Burkett (author of Stolen Valor ), 
Bateman did the digging the hotshots 
from AP should have, and found out 
that Daily had not been an officer, had 
not been a POW, and had not received 
the second-highest award for valor. 
And he had not even been near No 
Gun Ri on the dates of the alleged 
incident he described in such florid 
detail. Heh, heh , heh. Early this year, 
Daily pleaded guilty in federal court 
to defrauding the government out of 
$412,839 in veteran’s benefits and 
medical care. According to U.S. 
Attorney James Vines, Daily admitted 
to federal agents that “he had not par¬ 
ticipated in the alleged massacre at 
No Gun Ri.” 

In an earlier E-Mail exchange, AP’s 
Hanley had told Bateman it would be 
a “superhuman hoax” for Daily to 
have fabricated his military history 
Possibly. Or more likely it was a sub¬ 
professional level of discernment 
among the Fourth Estate. 

The Army’s official investigation in 
2001 concluded that American offi¬ 
cers never gave “oral or written orders 
to shoot and kill Korean civilians,” 
although there was an unknown num¬ 
ber of casualties and deaths at No 
Gun Ri. Bateman puts the number at 
between eight and 35. 

Even 50 years later, it would 
appear that truth can be the first casu¬ 
alty of war. 


S&W Back On Track 

Smith and Wesson, for 150 years 
one of the leading arms makers in the 
United States and once again 
American-owned (by Smith & Wesson 
Holding Company, formerly Saf-T- 
Hammer Corporation), has reported 
dramatically increased (more than 
double last year) sales at the Sports, 
Inc. show, in Phoenix, and the 
Nation’s Best Sport Show, in Ft. 
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UNITED STATES 


Up To XXXXUwmira 


Up To XXXXl Utmtlio 


tt«r>>*129 


UpToXXXXk 


Up To XXXXl lfm<301 


H»m« 101 


The Nnl Bsti Tiling 
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MSSOOStL 
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mmums 


EHassra 

KSS32S^ObI 


For USA Only 

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
■ CHARGES 


1 Item-$5.00 

2 (tarns -$6,00 

3 (tomi - $ 7,00 

4 Item-$8.00 


5 i e omi-$9 r 0a 

6 Imnn-$10.00 

7 IIktii -$ 11-00 
a Ilc-mi - ST2.CK) 


9 Items & Op-FREE Shippinn 


Please Print CLEARLY or Type 


Name. 


Address 


City/State/Zip_ 

Phone #( ) - .- _ 

E-Mail Address___ 

We Need this so we can contact you If there In a |mihJfcut with your order 

Credit Card #_ 

Signature.- 


-Exp. Date - 

CHECKS • CREDIT CARD • MONEY ORDER* 100% GUARANTEE 


Adult M-L-XC $16.95 
add $3 ^rX3CL, add $6for XXXL 
Add $9 for XXXXL^Onlj Available in 20 Shirts Check our Web Site 


Item Name and No# 


Price 


Place your Order with this form 

and receive a free SOF Lapel Pin Total 


Total 


www.sogsales.com 

SOG SALES ♦ 435 FM 1092 Bldg. 1, PMB 167 • Stafford, Texas 77477 


All shirts are of the Highest Quality Available 100% Pre-shrunk Cotton 
Ony 2Q Shirts Are Available in XXXXL* Indicated Near Design 
USA-A How 8-10 Working Days for Delivery 


Over fans Freight Will Be Added at Time of Shipment 
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Worth, plus strongly improved dealer 
acceptance at the SHOT Show, in Las 
Vegas. Under foreign ownership, S&W 
management cut some wrong deals with 
the Clinton Administration that virtually 
isolated them from the American retail 
market place, cutting profitability so 
severely the foreign owners decided to 
sell out. 


And Speaking Of Boycotts 

On the announcement of Kmart’s bank¬ 
ruptcy, United Press International (UPI) 
ran a story suggesting that a boycott of 
the store chain by “Pro-Second 
Amendment activists — because of the 
vocal anti-gun activity of Kmart 
spokesman [sic] Rosie O’Donneir had an 
impact on Kmart’s going into bankruptcy, noting that “out¬ 
raged firearms owners have been encouraging people to 
shop at WalMart instead.” 

UPI did not take note of the fact that the shooting pub¬ 
lic was further turned off when Kmart pulled handguns 
and ammo off their shelves, leading gun owners and 
hunters to shop elsewhere. 


ble, the PC censors at Paramount have changed the villains 
in the upcoming film The Sum of All Fears from terrorists 
who bore a striking resemblance to al-Qaeda, to neo-Nazis. 
In the original Tom Clancy novel, Mid-Eastern-style ter¬ 
rorists get their hands on a small nuke and set it off at the 
Super Bowl, killing tens of thousands of Americans in the 
furtherance of their agenda. 


Even Fiction Gets Spin-Doctored Saying Good-Bye lb Saudi? 

Evidently wanting to offend the smallest group possi- When Sen. Carl Levin, (D-Mich.), Chairman of the 


M-33 


M16/AR15 
CARBINE ONLY 



79.99 

Sold as set 

upper and lower handguard 


With decades of experience designing home¬ 
land defense products for the Israeli military, 
our company is pleased to offer the following: 

In today’s world First Samco products(Fobus Holsters) 
have become very important to Civilian, Law 
Enforcement, and Military groups all over the world. Our 
recent focus has been on the development of an innov¬ 
ative mounting system for the Ml6 / AR15 along with 
popular accessories to compliment our M-33 forearm. 

A family of accessories has been designed that are 
combat proven, rugged, lightweight, affordable and 
easy to install and use. Impervious to hot or cold con¬ 
ditions, no gunsmithing or special fitting is required 
with these accessories. All First Samco products carry 
a lifetime warranty. 


First Samco — 

FOBUS USA is a division of First Samco 

1300 Industrial Hwy., Suite B-3 

Southampton, PA 18966 

TEL: (215) 355-2621 FAX: (215) 322-9223 

www.fobusholster.com 


• Fits all M-16/AR-15 style Carbines 

• Accepts all Picatinny & Weaver Base Accessories 

• Stainless Steel Heat Shield 

• Protective Removable Rail Cover 

> High Density Polymer Construction 

• Easy Installation - No Gunsmithing Required 
■ Lifetime Warranty 



Vertical Grip $ 49,99 


Improves handling, sight 
acquisition, and controlability 


VG1 Retail 


Equipment Mount 

$ Oft QQ Use of this mount al| ows the 

A9.99 attachment of a bipod, or 

BP1 Retail other equipment requiring a 

mounting stud. 



4/02 
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MAGNUM perfo rma nee 

IS NOW AUTOMATIC 



Now you can get high- 
performance ballistics 
without sacrificing J 
the tactical edge of jM 
a high-capacity Ag 
autopistol. 

GLOCK has taken 
its proven "Safe Action 
System" technology and 
applied it to the sizzling 
new .357 auto cartridge. 


rfWldy? -V'cv- 


■Vniyjt i^Dficd 


Compact 


Sub-Compact 


PERFECTION 
















Senate Armed Services Committee 
suggested the American military 
might want to look for a more hos¬ 
pitable host in the Middle East, i.e. 
one with a more pro-active stance 
against terrorism, any thoughts of 
leaving Saudi Arabia were quickly 
denied by the Bush Administration. 
However, an unidentified senior 
Saudi official told the Wasfiington 
Post that the United States has 
‘‘overstayed its welcome” and may 
be asked to drag up, once the mili¬ 
tary ops in Afghanistan are com¬ 
plete. Two current options are a 
move to NATO partner Turkey, or to 
Kuwait, both countries with a sub¬ 
stantial U.S. military presence 
already. The smart money thus far is 
on Turkey. 


Help The 1® 

Last September, a joint SOF and 
Global Adventures project collected 
some $4,000 worth of donated equip¬ 
ment and delivered it to the anti¬ 
poaching Rapid Action Team (RATS) 
in Zambia’s South Luangwa Valley 
(see “Bulletin Board,” May *01). This 
was a tremendous morale booster for 
the RATS and they would like to 
thank the following individuals, orga¬ 
nizations and manufacturers for their 
support: 

• Billy Cole, Goldsmith, Texas 

• Mike D., Lakewood, Calif. 

• Global Adventures, Highlands 
Ranch, Colo. 

• West Texas Chapter, Safari Club 
International 

• Best Made Designs, Monahans, 
Texas 

• LRI, Blachley, Ore. 

The RATS still have urgent need 
of: 100-ounce Camelback reser¬ 
voirs/bladders, sleeping bags suitable 
down to 30 degrees E, ponchos, GPS 
units, 2-3 man tents, and large back¬ 
packs. 

Before organizing any donations 
for the RATS, contact their U.S. sup¬ 
port coordinator for the most current 
requirements: Mike McPike, 8762 S. 
Mourning Dove Lane, Highlands 
Ranch, CO 80126; phone/fax. 303- 
791-9959; or via E-Mail at: 
mikem@globaladventures.com . Non- 
tax-deductible contributions are 
accepted, with all funds going direct¬ 
ly to support RATS (checks may be 
made payable to “South Luangwa 
Anti-Poaching Fund” and sent to the 
above address). X 



One Stop Knife Shop 

www.onestopknifeshop.com 

Tactical Grade 
Vietnam Tomahawk 


Only 


ProTech GodFather 



PT-900 - Pewter***^ 
Aluminum / CMC , 

Only $224.99! 
PT-901 - Black 
Aluminum / Carboh FiBEt 
Only $249.99! 
PT-908 - Marble 
Aluminum / G - TG , 

Only $249.99! 
PT-909 - Jazz 
Aluwwm/ G~1Q, 

Only $249.99! 


ONTARIO 

Bagwell Bowies 



COMBAT KNIVES 



Becker Knife & Tool 
Combat I Utility - Only $51, 


ON-490 

Ontario M-9 Bayonet 
Green or Black - Only $89.99! 


New MiCROTECH 

Amphibian 



StoneWash - $194,99 

Black - Add $10 

Why Pay Retail? 

HOME TOWN SERVICE, 

Internet Prices! 

Order Toll Free 

1.866.BUY. 1SKS 

(1.866,289.1757) 

Info Line: 1.904.880.3322 

Order by Mail 

(INCLUDE $6 FOR UPS GROUND SNIPPING) 


OneS topKnifeSh op, com 
5875 Mining Terrace 
Suite 104 

Jacksonville FL 32257 
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T.H.E. Wallet 


T.H.E, Checkbook Wallet 




"Tactical Holds Everything" Wallet 


“Tactical 
Holds 
Everything 
Checkbook 
Wallet” 


Dry-Cell 
On-Board 

BDU Cargo Pocket/Pack 
Organizer with 
Waterproof Storage 


.0.11 


* ■ •- 


Pack Rat 

Drop-in Organizer for 
Pack Rucks, etc. 


Super Sheath 

Adjustable Utility Sheath 



E BRAND • 



T \ 





Recon Ruck 

A Perfect Blend of Ruck 
and Assault Pack 



SPEC-OPS? 



X-System 

Magazine/Cargo/Utility 
Pouches 



S.O* B* 

Soldier's Optimized Buttpack 



Best Made Designs™, L.L.C. Dept. SOF 
1601 W. 15th Street 
Monahans, TX 79756 USA. 

Tel. 915-943-4888 • Fax 915-943-5565 


For pricing and information about these 
and other Spec.-Ops. Brand products: 

USA Toll-Free I-866-SPEC OPS 

www. specopsbrand. com 


SMARTER • BETTER • STRONGER 
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Today, criminals are armed with the best 
weapons on the market—and cops have to 
stay ahead. Here's a detailed analysis of 
weapons and practical shooting tactics, as 
well as techniques that maximize force. 248 
B/W photos and illustrations. 

6429 $&ee 25$ 


4911+ $2246 25$ *1560-9999+ $2249 50* 5389 $2346 25* 


?; 

s>- 

-■m 

i.t 

'V 


i JSA 


TECHNIQUES 

AifVE 


j, /{i£.! 


1537+ $1496 25* 



5082 $2496 251 



1669 $24:96 25* 



6353 $2440 25* 



6411 $2446 25* #0216-9999+ $2246 50* 4937 $2446 25* 1040+ $2249 25* #1503-9999 $2446 50* 



Modern 

GUN VALUES 
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1 -► KEEP YOUR EDGE. 

JOIN THE MILITARY BOOK CLUB ' 

FOR THE LATEST WEAPONS, TACTICS AND MILITARY 
TECHNOLOGY INFORMATION IN PRINT. 



98<t 


6262 $W* 25: 4127 $2446 25* 5256 $34# 25: 5215 &86 25c 



with membership 

Join us online at 

www.JoinMilitaryBookClub.com 

Online Code: GS24D 


BRAVEST F J* 

MAN ft 



3319 $26:96 25: 5066 $2646 25: 6221 Ml 25: 0851 $2849 25: 4853 $2946 25: 2881 $4649 25: 5967 $2996 25: 6288 $3496 25; 



5710 $1999x 25: 5819 


7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1 . Membership is easy, Just choose 

books for 98$. Send no money now. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when 
membership is confirmed (unless otherwise notified). 2, Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If 
you’re not happy with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your 
membership will be canceled; you’ll owe nothing, 3. Save up to 50% off publishers’ edition 
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American Salner 


la Israel 


by David Stone 


Jerusalem Diary 



1 March 2002: We awoke to 
the news that the IDF had 
surrounded and entered two 
West Bank refugee camp terrorist 
havens. We’ve introduced a new 
strategy — “You can’t run and you 
can’t hide.” The IDF is going 
house-to-house in the camps to 
capture “Wanteds,” weapons and 
destroy munitions factories. 

Our Unit’s call-out continued 
amid dozens of “Hot” warnings. 

Yael and I had set up our sniper 
position in the northern half of the 
city as automatic small-weapons 
fire on Jerusalem’s southernmost 
neighborhood, Gilo, continued for 
the 16th straight hour. I’d been 
close to motionless for several 
hours, slowly moving only my 
head while alternating between 
using my eyes and my Shepherd 
12x50 Binoculars under the sniper 
veil that covered my Boonie hat. 

Suddenly, down below there mate¬ 
rialized a female in her early 20s 
with a medium-size black duffel- 
bag over her shoulder. I paid little 
attention as she walked around aimlessly, but when she 
entered the no-man’s land between our position and the 
neighboring Arab village a warning bell sounded. I called to 
Yael, who checked out our “visitor” and agreed with my 
analysis — potential suicide bomber. Immediately Yael 
called in our MaGav (Border Police) response team. 

As the woman returned from the direction of the village, 
three MaGav with Ml6s shouldered, rounds chambered and 
safeties-off, triangulated her from a safe distance. We cov¬ 
ered them. Their officer shouted orders to the woman, who 
from her demeanor, clearly understood that she was a 
twitch away from death. “Put your bag down and back away 
with your hands high in the air. If they go down, you die.” 
The woman understood Hebrew, no need for Arabic or 
English. As ordered, she removed her coat and bared her 
midriff. Next her bag was checked. It contained only cam¬ 
era equipment. She was allowed to remove her I.D. from her 
pants pocket. It was Israeli. 


She explained she was a 
reporter for the Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aratz and was looking for “the 
Fence” the City had erected. 
Neither those of us above nor 
those below had seen “the Fence.” 
It was suggested to the reporter 
that she go home, put on dry pants 
and write about her near-death 
experience — and in the future not 
go wandering around “on the bor¬ 
der in the dark where stupidity is 
often fatal.” Our shift ended 
uneventfully. 

2 March: Attack on Gilo sub¬ 
sided. Gunfire, mortars from near¬ 
by PA-controlIed Beit Jala had 
wounded seven, damaged 57 
apartments and seven vehicles. 

19:15: Major terror attack has 
occurred. Suicide bomber dressed 
as orthodox Jew blew himself up 
in an ultra-religious neighborhood. 
For the next few hours we 
watched live coverage of the 
attack; 10 dead, 57 wounded. 

3 March: Seven IDF reservists 
and three civilians are shot dead, 

with single shots aimed to avoid ceramic body armor. IDF 
said a lone sniper with a WWII .30 caliber Ml (Israeli press 
says “Carbine”) carried out the attack. Our soldiers were 
picked-off one by one, as were civilians arriving in their 
cars. Brief TV footage showed a partial glimpse of “the rifle” 
which did not look like a Carbine, A fired 7.62x51 or .30/06 
case was also shown. Sources confirmed that our soldiers’ 
7.62 caliber MAG had not fired. The sniper’s rifle was later 
(unofficial) said to be an MIGarand, which makes some 
sense. Since then rumors abound that the weapon was actu¬ 
ally a semi-auto M14 sniper rifle which Israeli gave the PA 
as part of the arms provided in accordance with the Oslo 
Accord. The IDF Spokesman vehemently denies any long 
guns other than AK-47s were given to the PA. 

The deadly fire continued for 25 minutes and more than 
25 shots were fired. The shooter’s position couldn’t be 
located because of “an echo.” The Tanzim claim they used 
three shooters, all of whom got away unscathed. 


An Israeli soldier looks through the scope of a rifle as 
he watches from the rooftop of a Palestinian home in 
the northern West Bank village of Baka Sharqia. 
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5 March, 02:15: shooting attack in Tel Aviv; three dead, 
dozens wounded. Having run out of ammunition for his 
M16, the terrorist was killing people with a “Commando” 
knife. He was shot by a “shoe salesman” who was licensed 
to carry. 

08:30: Reports of three earlier attacks are interrupted 
by the report of a suicide bombing at the central bus station 
in Afula; one dead, 11 wounded. 

10:20: Two Israeli Arabs believed to be gathering Intel 
failed to halt at the Route 443 security checkpoint. Their 
attempted escape was stopped when they were wounded by 
fire from the soldiers manning the position. 

10:40: TV was broadcasting live from the sight of the 
Tunnel (bypass) road shooting. Suddenly a terrorist opened 
fire. Two soldiers took cover behind the front half of their 
Command Car. One did nothing. The other, a graduate of 
the IDFs sniper school marksman course with a Trijicon 
scoped “Short Ml6,” raised his weapon over his head and 
the hood of the vehicle with one hand and sprayed unaimed 
fire. This is how a trained marksman reacts under fire? 
Lord, it is even worse than I imagined. 

17:30: Two Kassam-2 rockets hit the town of Sderot. An 
infant was wounded. 

19:00: We killed three senior Tanzim and Force 17 ter¬ 
rorists from the Ramallah area. Their car ran into a missile 
from an IAF Apache helicopter. 

21:45: Shots were fired at an Israeli vehicle on the 
Jerusalem — Dead Sea road passing the Arab village bor¬ 
dering French Hill. 

7 March: Adopting a Red Army WW1I practice, the IDF 
limits exposing soldiers to terrorist fire in the narrow, con¬ 
fined and winding alleys of the camps. The soldiers go 


house-to-house and apartment-to-apartment through holes 
punched in the walls. 

And this afternoon a waiter at a fashionable Jerusalem cafe, 
a veteran of an elite combat unit, prevented a suicide bomb¬ 
ing. He pulled the “triggering wire” from the explosive charge 
as the bomber was trying to set-off the bomb he carried. 

8 March: The MaGavnics with whom our Unit has been 
working — we’re their eyes and provide covering fire — 
caught an explosives-wearing suicide bomber one street 
over. Agence France Presse reported they killed him in cold 
blood. More biased bullshit. The terrorist was wanted alive 
for questioning — critical, given the extraordinary number 
of hot warnings of attacks planned for Jerusalem. Before the 
explosives around his belly could be removed the terrorist 
tried to detonate himself among our fellow officers. They 
shot him dead. 

9 March, 20:30: Two terrorists fired AKs and hurled 
grenades into a group of Israelis standing in a hotel lobby, 
until MaGav caught up and killed them; three dead, 50 
wounded. 

22:30: DAMN!!! Another attack in Jerusalem. Terrorist 
walked into fashionable cafe and blew-up. The cost: 12 
dead, 50 hospitalized. 

10 March: Two terror attacks prevented in Jerusalem. 
Good “Intel” allowed for car bomb being driven from 
Bethlehem to Jerusalem to be interdicted en route with an 
anti-tank missile. A terrorist tried entering Jerusalem, carry¬ 
ing large bag with an AK-47, several mags of ammo, grenades 
and a flack jacket. Our alert MaGav friends shot him dead 
when he refused to heed their calls and warning shots. 

Continued on page 79 
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<4 Paratrooper from the 101st Airborne Division keeps guard as the 
sun sets in the Zhawar Kiii mountain complex, Paktia Province, 
eastern Afghanistan, (inset) A cave is exploded by engineers from 
101st Airborne Division during “Operation Mountain Lion. ” 


Paratroopers from U.S. 101st Airborne Division check a cave in the 
Zhawar Kili mountain complex , Paktia province, Eastern 
Afghanistan, while participating in “Operation Mountain Lion." 


ordering two U.S. battalions (2nd Battalion, 3nd Brigade, 
101st Airborne Division and 1st Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 
10th Mountain Division) to conduct an air assault to occu¬ 
py blocking positions in the Shah-i-Kot mountain passes 
and seal-off the enemy’s escape routes east from the valley 
towards Pakistan. Once the blocking positions were estab¬ 
lished, an Afghan force advised and supported by special 
operations forces would sweep south down the valley into 
Sherkankel, and drive the enemy east towards the U.S. bat¬ 
talions holding the high ground: a classic hammer-anvil plan 
of attack. Unfortunately, it fell apart almost immediately. 

The U.S. intelligence estimates of the enemy’s strength, 
capabilities and locations in the Shah-i-Kot Valley were inac¬ 
curate. Perceived rag-tag 


remnants numbering in the 
several hundreds were actu¬ 
ally about 1,000 determined 
and well-equipped al-Qaeda 
and Taliban fighters — 
many of them “foreigners” 
(Chechens, Uzbeks, Arabs, 
Pakistanis) with nothing to 
lose. Furthermore, the main 
enemy positions weren’t in 
the valley town of 
Sherkankel — they were 
dug into caves and rock 
bunkers ( sangars) along the 
ridgelines of the Whale’s 
Back and the Shah-i-Kot 
mountain range, both of 
which overlooked the valley 
from the high ground in a 
classic horse-shoe defense 
— exactly where any novice 
tactician would have sur¬ 
mised the enemy would be 
located (especially based on 
the historical precedence of 
basic Afghan tactics). 


AUTHOR’S NOTE; We know it’s easy to criticize — and 
SOF certainly doesn't want to appear to be a Monday-morning 
quarterback. However, information from U.S. forces at 
Kandahar and Bagram Air Fields tells as that Operation 
Anaconda mission planners violated just about every rule of 
the tactics manuals: underestimating the enemy's strength and 
capabilities, over-reliance on air power for support , transport, 
and resupply in a high-mountain environment, lack of ade¬ 
quate preparatory and supporting fires , separation of forces, 
lack of mutual support between units ... well, the list is exten¬ 
sive. As you'll see in this article the entire operation seemed in 
danger of failure from the moment the troops loaded the heli¬ 
copters. It was only the determination and professionalism of 
the troops on the ground and 
the leadership at the lower 
echelons that salvaged some- 
thing/rom a flawed plan. It is 
disturbing to SOF that the 
mission planners had to re¬ 
learn fundamental tactical 
lessons. Company-grade and 
junior field-grade officers 
(the guys who bite the bullet 
down in the platoons, compa¬ 
nies, and battalions when the 
colonels and generals screw- 
up) would have good reason 
to be very critical of some of 
their commanders and espe¬ 
cially the mission planners at 
Division- and Brigade-level 
Unfortunately, eight U.S. ser¬ 
vicemen died and more than 
40 were wounded executing a 
plan that initially just didn't 
work. The author, long- 
known by SOF, has assumed 
a nom de guerre to protect 
his sources. 


■■■he mission of OP 
I ANACONDA was to 
I destroy the last iden- 
I tiffed concentration 
of al-Qaeda and Taliban 
troops in Eastern Afghan¬ 
istan. Intelligence indicated 
that “several hundred” enemy had gathered around the town 
of Sherkankel in the Shah-i-Kot Valley, an extremely moun¬ 
tainous region (Hindu Kush mountain range) immediately 
west of the Afghanistan/Pakistan border. The operational 
area contained the town of Sherkankel in the valley, with a 
10,000-foot feature dubbed the Whale’s Back on the west 
side of the valley, and the 10,000-to-l2,000-foot Shah-i-Kot 
mountain range on the East side. Intelligence based on over¬ 
head imagery and strategic reconnaissance (Special 
Operations Forces) indicated that the enemy were located in 
the valley in and around the town of Sherkankel. 

Based on this intelligence, an operations plan was issued 


Looked Good Oo Paper 

The blocking battalions 
had to land on the forward 
slopes of the Shah-i-Kot 
mountain range because 
there were no better heli¬ 
copter Landing Zones (LZs). This exposed the helicopters 
and their cargo of infantrymen to direct observation and fire 
from the Whale’s Back, the town of Sherkankel, and the top 
of the Shah-i-Kot range itself. The planners of this mission 
expected the troops to move uphill into their blocking posi¬ 
tions while in full view of the enemy Only two LZs were 
used — one at the north end of the Shah-i-Kot range for the 
2nd Bn, 3rd Bde, 101st Airborne and the other at the south 
end for the 1st Bn, 2nd Bde, 10th Mountain. The two LZs 
were separated by about 8 kilometers of steep, rocky, moun¬ 
tain ridgeline. If either battalion ran into trouble on their LZ 
there would be little, if any, chance of link-up or mutual sup¬ 
port. Who came up with this brilliant scheme of maneuver? 

To avoid collateral damage and maintain the element of 
surprise, there would be no prior bombardment of the 
(incorrectly) identified enemy positions. Instead, the air 
assault would go in “cold.” Not a good idea. When did they 




































start teaching this at Fort Benning or Command and 
General Staff College? Nor would units deploy their battal¬ 
ion mortars for indirect fire support. “No problem,” said the 
head-shed, “we’ve got eight Apache attack helicopters and 
Close-Air Support (CAS) for fire support.” The operations 
order called for complete dependence on air assets for all 
fire support. The helicopters, at the limit of their opera¬ 
tional ceiling, were flying in mountains with the possibility 
of imminent bad weather. 

These fundamental planning and tactical errors alone 
paint a different picture of Operation Anaconda than the 
Pentagon briefers and General Tommy Franks have given 
the public. 

On Day 1 of the operation, helicopters approached the 
LZs in the late afternoon. There were no preparatory fires or 



Captain Frank Sbarra (above) leads a platoon out to start tak¬ 
ing over the defense of the camp perimeter from Charlie 
Company of the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division; by noon, 
all the bunkers and the Command Post will be under Canadian 
control. Capt. Sbarra is second in command of Bravo Company 
of the 3rd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 
(3PPCLI) Battle Group, which is deployed in Afghanistan on 
Operation APOLLO, Canada’s military contribution to the inter¬ 
national campaign against terrorism, (right) Sgt. Cory Fisher, 
an infantryman with the 3rd Battalion of Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry (3PPCLI) Battle Group in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. 


airstrihes on the LZs. Upon landing on the two LZs on the 
exposed slope of the Shah-i-Kot ridge, they came under 
immediate and intense enemy fire from prepared defensive 
positions sited above and all around them. Incoming fire 
consisted of everything from small arms to mortars and 
heavy machine guns, firing with interlocking arcs from both 
the top of the Shah-i-Kot and across the valley from the 
Whale’s Back. The Apache attack helicopters attempted to 
suppress the numerous enemy positions and four of the 
eight were immediately damaged by RPG and machine-gun 
fire. The damaged aircraft flew back to the Forward 
Operating Base (FOB) at Bagram Airfield (north of Kabul) 
an hour away. So much for direct-fire support from aviation 
in Afghanistan. This is something the Soviets learned the 
hard way and Major General Frank Hagenbeck should have 
learned the easy way — by studying the Soviet lessons 
learned. Didn’t anyone read about the Air Cav in Vietnam? 


Both battalions managed to land on their respective LZs, 
in the low ground, thus exposed to direct- and indirect-fire 



from the surrounding enemy positions on the high ground. 
The 2nd Bn, 3rd Bde, 101st Airborne secured their initial 
objective at the north end of the Shah-i-Kot ridgeline, but 
continued to take enemy fire from the Whale’s Back across 
the valley, pinning them down. They couldn’t move south 
down the ridgeline to their assigned blocking positions. The 
1st Bn, 2nd Bde, 10th Mountain on the southern LZ had a 
tougher time. One of their Chinook helicopters was hit and 
crash-landed near the 2nd Bn, 3rd Bde, 101st Airborne’s LZ. 
Pinned down in their LZ by enemy fire, the battalion from 
the 10th Mountain declared its LZ “untenable” and request¬ 
ed extraction. They occupied the LZ in a defensive perime¬ 
ter under heavy enemy fire throughout the night and were 
extracted the next morning back to the FOB. 

Day 1 was a failure, plain and simple. Neither battalion 
had occupied its blocking positions. The anvil was not in 
position. The enemy escape routes east through the Shah-i- 
Kot range to Pakistan were wide open. In addition to the 
four damaged Apaches and a crashed Chinook, a second 
Chinook was shot down at the southern LZ; eight 
Americans were killed in action and another 40 or so 
wounded. The weather turned bad, negatively impacting air 
support for the next 24 hours. As one infantry officer 
involved in the operation sarcastically remarked, “Bad 
weather in the mountains? Who would have expected that?” 
The Allied Afghan movement-to-contact, south down the 
valley into Sherkankel, went awry when they took heavy 
small-arms fire from the village, suffered about 30 casual¬ 
ties, and immediately retreated. For approximately the next 
48 hours, Operation Anaconda ceased, as Brigade and 



Divisional commanders and operations officers attempted 
to salvage what appeared to be a complete disaster. 


Grunts Save The Op, But Planners Luse The Enemy 

When the weather cleared the mission planners reverted 
to their default solution: Airpower will save the day. For 
approximately the next 24 hours U.S. airpower carpet- 
bombed enemy positions on the Whales Back and all along 
the Shah-i-Kot mountain range with everything in the U.S. 
arsenal short of cruise missiles. Eventually, it was decided to 
use the battalion position on the north end of the Shah-i-Kot 
range as a firm base, push south down the ridgeline to clear 
out the enemy positions, and try to occupy the original 
blocking positions. The reconstituted battalion from the 
10th Mountain Division and a second battalion from 3rd 
Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division were flown into what 
was termed the firm base, and started an advance down the 
mountain range assisted by heavy-air and attack-helicopter 
support. Massive air support suppressing remaining enemy 
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positions on the Whale’s Back across the valley, and the per¬ 
sonal efforts of the infantrymen on the ground in those 
maneuver battalions, overcame poor planning and organiza¬ 
tion and got the job done. While the two infantry battalions 
were seizing their original objectives, the Afghan forces, ral¬ 
lied by their SF “advisors,” took the town of Sherkankel. Of 
course, the hammer and anvil were too late. 

Rather than sit still for a week and await certain defeat in 
a battle plan implemented days before, most of the enemy 
had withdrawn east across the Pakistani border. A small “rear 
guard” remained to delay. The blocking positions eventually 
occupied by the three U.S. infantry battalions didn’t block 
anything — the enemy was gone. 

Observers on the ground, all infantry officers, say the air 
assault on Day 1 by 2nd Bn, 3rd Bde, 101st 
Airborne, and 1st Bn, 2nd Bde, 10th Mountain l 
did not go well. According to one field-grade 
officer, “To be brutally honest, the enemy gave 
them quite a ‘spanking,’” I have to tell you, as 
the first reports of casualties and downed heli¬ 
copters were coming back to us from the initial 
assault, all everyone could think about 
Black Hawk Down. It looked that bad. 

On 9 March, a week after Operation 
Anaconda commenced, a Canadian battle 
group, the 3rd Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry (3 PPCLI), opconned to the 3rd 
Bde “Rakassans” 101st Airborne, received 
orders to join 2nd Brigade 10th Mountain 
Division for combat operations as part of OP 
ANACONDA. The 3 PPCLI was ordered to clear 
the Whale’s Back mountain on the Western side 
of the Shah-i-Kot Valley of an estimated 60-100 
enemy holdouts dug-in or hiding in caves, and 
then conduct “Sensitive Site Exploitation” 

(SSE), i.e. searches of all caves and enemy fight¬ 
ing positions. The SSE tasking meant a detailed 
sweep over a linear mountain ranging in eleva¬ 
tion from 6,500 feet (at the base) to 10,000 feet 
at the spine; that is, 7 kilometers long and 2 
kilometers wide. The final phase of Operation 
Anaconda was to sweep the Whale’s Back was 
named Operation Harpoon. 

The 3PPCL1 launched a battalion-strength 
air assault against the Whale’s Back shortly 
after first light (0730 hours local time) on 13 March, insert¬ 
ing via CH-47 Chinook helicopter into a single-ship LZ at 
the northern end of the mountain. USMC “Super-Cobra” 
attack helicopters, AC-130 “Spectre” gunships, and 
“Predator” unmanned surveillance aircraft provided close- 
air support. F-18 “Hornet” and A-10 “Warthog” jets were 
available on stand-by. B-52s conducted ’round-the-clock 
carpet-bombing of suspected enemy positions on the east¬ 
ern side of the valley. 

There were few enemy left on the Whale’s Back, and the 
aggressive Canadians promptly engaged them with anti¬ 
tank rockets and small-arms fire, killing three. Moving tac¬ 
tically at 10,000 feet with full combat loads through moun¬ 
tain terrain, it was fortunate that the Canadians were veter¬ 
ans of cold-weather and mountain training. They spent five 
days clearing enemy positions and searching more than 30 
caves — a dangerous business fraught with booby traps, 
mines, and possible ambushes — on the Whale’s Back. They 
found large caches of ammunition and equipment, collected 


intelligence documents and maps, and searched a few dead 
al-Qaeda killed in the airstrikes. 

The Canadian infantrymen were extracted by helicopter 
on 17 and 18 March bringing Operation Anaconda/ 
Operation Harpoon to a close. 

In light of the self-congratulatory pronouncements made 
by Major General Hagenbeck, General Franks, and others, 
it’s doubtful the full extent of the ineptitude at Division- and 
Brigade-levels will ever be exposed fully (unless one of the 
battalion commanders retires and writes his memoirs). The 
failure to fully disclose the operation’s shortcomings and the 
predilection of the senior leadership to paint a rosy picture 
of a great success has impacted morale only slightly. The 
troops, NCOs, and lower-ranking officers are used to such 



'e 1 



Canada lost four of its finest (her first war casualties since the Korean War), and 
the U.S . lost four brothers-in-arms, when an American F-16 mistakenly bombed 
Canadian troops during live-fire exercises near their base in Kandahar. 
Lieutenant Colonel Pat Stogran, the CO of the base, tapped each coffin and said, 
“You’re OK, jumper. Have a good one. Airborne /” 


posturing and “cover-ups” by the upper echelons. Given the 
obvious tactical blunders and poor planning, Operation 
Anaconda was a failure. Was it a complete failure? Maybe 
not, but neither was it an unqualified success. 

It was inevitable that some enemy would escape, but 
hundreds were KIA by airpower over the eight-day bombing 
operation, while the infantry battalions were trying to fight 
their way south along the eastern ridgeline of the Shah-i-Kot 
to secure the blocking positions. The enemy’s combat power 
in the region and his stockpile of arms was destroyed. The 
enemy personnel that escaped were stragglers and small 
groups of disorganized survivors forced to abandon most of 
their heavy weapons. 

As one squad leader has said, “We didn’t get ’em all, but 
we messed ’em up good.” 

Ctndnnatus is a former US. Army infant 17 officer with 
experience on battalion and brigade staffs, and experience in 
Afghanistan. ^ 
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No “My Way or Highway” 

The anonymous 
author of the piece in 
IB B “Command Guidance” 
Hjf; makes some admirable 
j statements in support 
of patriotism and our 

IfJBlLj militai r an d veterans. 

However, he appears to 
be as guilty of the same kind of religious 
arrogance and intolerance that is behind 
many of the troubles of this planet, 
including the religious-based terrorism 
that we currently are at war with today. 


He states that our founding fathers 
adopted the motto of “In God We 
Trust,” because “Christian men and 
women, on Christian principles, found¬ 
ed this nation; and diat this is clearly 
documented throughout our history.” It 
is clear that the author equates the word 
God with the name Christ. It is also 
clear that he doesn’t know what he is 
talking about with regard to our found¬ 
ing fathers. In spite of his claims, many 
of our founding fathers were not 
Christians. A significantly high percent¬ 
age of them were Unitarian or other reli¬ 
gions that did not believe in the deity of 
Christ. This includes even Thomas 


Jefferson, the author of our Declaration 
of Independence, and a significant con¬ 
tributor to our Constitution. These 
great men did not choose a motto that 
said “In Christ We Trust,” specifically 
because they understood and supported 
the right of freedom for all religions. 

The God in “In God We Trust” is the 
same God worshipped by the Moslems, 
Jews, the Unitarians, the Christians, 
and most of the other religions of the 
world. He may be called God, Allah, 
The Great Spirit, the Creator, Mother 
Nature, or some other name in one of 
the myriad languages of the world. In 
the United States be may be wor- 
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shipped in many different ways or 
even ignored. That fact is one of the 
things that makes this country great — 
our freedom of religion and our social 
and governmental tolerance of reli¬ 
gions of all types. 

I find the arrogant attitude of the 
author, that if you do not like some 
aspects of our Christian-dominated cul¬ 
ture you should pack up and leave, is 
an outright insult to all the many non- 
Christians who have contributed to the 
greatness of this country. His position 
of “My way or the highway” is as Un- 
American as the Islamic Jihad being 
waged against this country. I am confi¬ 
dent that not even the Christians 
among our founding fathers, and cer¬ 
tainly the non-Christians, like Thomas 
Jefferson, would have found his atti¬ 
tude as abhorrent as I do. 


Chuck Karwan 



As a (quite) aficionado reader of 
yours from Europe (Italy), I must really 
put my voice on the line for a mixed 
review: 


• Congrats on the recent improve¬ 
ments in format. 

• Not sure I agree completely with 
your (general) geopolitic view, but hey, 
that’s OK. 

• Am very impressed by recent arti¬ 
cles which I thought would never fit in 
above mentioned views, like the recent 
ones on the possible unconstitutionality 
of military tribunals after 9-11. 

But please. Please, somebody wake 
up Mr. Wheeler. “Maximus Bush” and 
“Submission of Islam” are not simply 
rantings, they just don’t adhere to reali¬ 
ty. Did I miss the irony? Or is it sup¬ 
posed to be for real? 

I realize everybody has a right to his 
own opinion. But let it be known that 
none of the people I showed the above- 
mentioned articles to was able to stay 
serious to the end of them. 

Patrick Mura 

Via E-Mail 


Worst Issue 

I have read SOF since its inception 
and I can honestly say that April 2002 
is the worst issue that you have pro¬ 


duced, from “Command Guidance,” to 
Hackworth’s crying at the end. 

Can you really say that the bigotry 
contained in “Command Guidance” of 
the April issue struck a chord with 
you? To me it was a sour note! Maybe 
we can hire the Taliban or the al Qaida 
that we have as prisoners in Cuba to 
stand on street corners and beat people 
into accepting bigotry, they seem to 
have experience at doing it. 

I would suggest to all the bigots in 
the United States that America belongs 
to all of us! It is not yours, mine or 
theirs. We have to learn tolerance and 
compassion for all beliefs. What 
evolves will be a place for all of us. 

The only thing that I can think of 
that I will not accept in America is the 
destruction of the Constitution, Your 
article on Mel Gibson is one of the first 
steps, along with many others, in 
destroying the Constitution. Mel 
Gibson doesn’t believe in the Second 
Amendment, period. This should have 
been mentioned in the article. 

Next we come to the two articles by 
Wheeler. Both are pathetic. It is noth¬ 
ing but his speculation and opinion on 
how we should act or handle affairs. 
Tell Wheeler to stick to fact and facts 



The CZ 85 B and Combat are 
perfect for everything from sport 
shooting to self defense. Based 
on the immortal CZ 75, the CZ 
85 B is an ambi version of the 
CZ 75. The CZ 85 combat 
features ambi slide stop and 
safely adjustable trigger, adjust¬ 
able sights and free fall 
magazines for fast reloads. 


For more information and free catalog contact your local dealer or CZ-USA 
or see us on the Internet at www.cz-usa.com. e-mail: info@cz-usa.com 
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e SA58 The Only True U.S. Made FAL Rifle 


The SA58 Carbine 
- SOF 2001 Major Caliber, 
Highest Open Sights Score! 


- SOF 2000 Major Caliber 
Winner of the Three 
Gun Tactical 
Match! 


"DSA is giving new life to 
the venerable FAL by innovation 
end quality standards that are 
equaled by no other manufacturer.' 

- Charles Cuts haw, Guns <S Weapons 
for Law Enforcement, September 2001 


ORDERING INFO 

#T0010 SOF SOG Shirt 


Circle Size 

M-L-XL 


Quantity 


Price Sub Total 

$15.00 


#T0010 SOF SOG Shirt 


XXL-XXXL 


$17.00 


Shipping & Handling: $4 /1st item; $1 each add’l item. Sales tax may apply. 


TOTAL 


ADDRESS: 

CITY: 


STATE: ZIP: 

PHONE: 

EMAIL: 



ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY 
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5 lift H 
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100% cotton. 
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For a huge selection of quality rifles, parts, accessories 
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P.O. BOX 370 • BARRINGTON, IL 60011 
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only. Soldier of Fortune has been a 
source of truth for me. 1 would hate to 
lose that source on account of articles 
like Wheeler’s. 

George S. Harger 
Red Lodge, Montana 


Unleash The Marines 

Having served with 1st Bn 8th 
Marines in Lebanon in 1983, 1 feel the 
actions on 11 Sep 01 could and should 
have been avoided. 1 was wounded on 
8 Sep 83 with four other Marines, two 
of whom died on Lebanese soil. Even 
with these and other casualties to the 
BLT, and the attack on the barracks, 1 
always felt our response was not what 
1 felt it should have been. If the United 
States had become as angry then as we 
are now, and the people responsible for 
those young men’s deaths had been 
brought to Justice, much of what is fac¬ 
ing the world today would not exist. 
When Desert Storm was brewing, the 
Marine Corps was there, waiting on 
the others to figure out how to get 
there. They knew what needed to be 
done, then and now. Let those young 
Marines do what they train to do: Their 
job. God Bless America. God Bless the 
Marine Corps. 

Preston Lake 

Via E-mail 


Recruit The Experienced 

The CIA, FBI, and other intelligence 
agencies need trustworthy agents who 
speak Arabic and understand that cul¬ 
ture. Why isn’t there a major recruiting 
drive among the Middle Eastern 
Coptics and the Christian Maronite/ 
Phalange militias like the South 
Lebanese Army who were allies to the 
Israelis? Who better knows what it’s 
like to deal with Islamic zealots/terror¬ 
ists than those who’ve battled them for 
two decades? 

Sincerely, 

Mike Malfi 

Via E-mail 

Hopefully, the battle against tenorism 
mil be kept on a higher plane than 
“Christian/Jewish vs. Muslim,” as in (( good 
against evil” — remember that duting the 
last world-shaking war, we were fighting 
the bad guys in control of “ Christian” Nazi 
Germany and “Christian” Fascist Italy — 
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and on our side was “Muslim” Turkey' and 
the “Atheist” Soviet Union. Having made 
that point, yes , U.5. intelligence agencies 
are actively recruiting people — of what¬ 
ever faith — with Arabic language skills, 
and experience in the cultures would prob¬ 
ably be a bonus . You'll find detailed infor¬ 
mation on the web at www.fblgov (click 
on “employment”), and at cia.gov/cia/ 
cmployment/jobpostings/mid_east_lang_ 
spec.htm. 


From Hie benches, From Hie Heart 

After a long day of 
digging through the 
World Trade Center in 
the bucket brigade, 
days after the hideous 
attack on our great 
country, I sat at a hotel, 
and saw SOF magazine 
sitting on a table. At first I was reluc¬ 
tant to read it, but I opened it up and 
read my first article, I fell instantly in 
love with the concept your magazine 
provides. I instantly left the Rolling 
Stone magazine era, and joined a more 
mature reading genre. I thank you for 
keeping me up with the world, and 
your fearless approach to reporting 
what goes on beyond our land as our 
nation’s fight against terrorism contin¬ 
ues. God bless our brothers fighting for 
us, and God Bless America. 

Elmer Santiago 
NYPD - USAR 
Via E-mail 



Terrorists’ Ibols 

I was reading the story about the ter¬ 
rorist balloon bombs in 1945, that drift¬ 
ed all the way from Japan to the 
Southwest, A scary thought of what 
could be delivered today in this manner 
(chem., bio agents). I hope the terror¬ 
ists don’t have any helium. 

Dennis Bannister 

Charleston, SC 

Who would want a little balloon when 
they could have a Boeing 747? One of the 
major vulnerabilities to modem terrorists 
is tluit they are among us — one nut and a 
book of penny matches could have more 
devastating effect than the entire WWII 
Japanese balloon program , and as for 
chem/bio, our entire infrastructure has 
been built on trust in the social contract — 
and the terrorists were not signatories. ^ 


The 11 Days of Christmas 

America’s Last Vietnam Battle 

by Marshall L Michel III 

“Details about the Vietnam War’s last official battle prove 
gripping reading ” —Booklist 

“Michel offers a cogent and superbly researched scholarly 
examination that is remarkably free of bias. A first-rate 
contribution.” 

— Library Journal 

“...Nixon had only a few weeks left...what followed was 
the intense aerial bombardment chronicled in gripping 
detail by Marshall L. Michel Ifi.” 

— Wall Street Journal 

In December 1972, after the Paris Peace Talks to 
end the Vietnam War had fallen apart, Richard Nixon 
ordered the massive bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong 
for the first time by America’s “big stick,” the Strategic 
Air Command’s B-52s. 

For eleven days, as Marshall Michel relates in this riveting narrative, the epic 
air battle swung back and forth, moving from what appeared to be a certain U.S. 
victory, to a possible North Vietnamese triumph, to the final ambiguous outcome 
in which each side both won and lost. 

The 11 Days of Christmas is military history at its best and most dramatic, 
bearing comparison to Black Hawk Down . Michel, who himself flew fighter cover 
for the B-52s, moves from the White House to the B-52 
cockpits to Hanoi’s missile sites and POW camps to tell 
a tale of heroism and incompetence in a battle whose 
political and military legacy is still a matter of controversy. 


AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE OR CALL 800-786-3839 
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SESAMEE DECODER 


SUPER SPECIAL 


INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 

1-L0CKGUN 

1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 
‘LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED’ 



A VALUE OF 
$124.40 
NOW 



ALL OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS 

IN STOCK! 


Catalog $3.00 — FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery c n personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 

All major credit cards accepted. 

33! 

The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 



Send Payment To: 

STEVE ARNOLD’S GUN ROOM 

P.0. Box 68, Dept. SF07 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 
www.gun-raom.com 

Postage & handling S6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% ot total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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An Excerpt from 
Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts 


Copyright © May 2002. Reprinted by permission from Rugged Land Books. 


by Col. David H. Hackwdrth, 

U.S. Army (Ret.) 

and Eilhys England 


O ne of the textbook examples 
of the truism that there are no 
bad troops, only bad leaders, 
was the transformation of the 
4th Battalion, 39th Infantry from hope¬ 
less to hardcore under the uncompromis¬ 
ing leadership of Colonel David H. 
Hackworth. The transformation took 
place in the swamps of the Viet Nam low¬ 
lands, under fire and against the odds 
duiing the first months of 1969. Leading 
from the front, Hackworth and a small 
cadre of hand-picked officers and NCOs 
turned this unit around in short order, so 
rapidly and effectively that within a mat¬ 
ter of months the enemy casualties 
inflicted by HackwortlTs snipers alone 
rivaled former body counts by the battal¬ 
ion as a whole. And fewer of Hackworth’s 
men were going home on stretchers and 
in black bags. The following is an 
excerpt from Hackworth’s new book 
Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts, published by 
Rugged Land, Dept. SOF, 276 Canal 
Street, Fifth Floor, New York, NY 10013. 
Order your copy of this book online at 
wxvxv.sofmag.com . 


STEEL MY 
SOLDIERS’ 



“Worst battalion I’ve seen in twen¬ 
ty-six years of service, Hack. You got 
your work cut out for you.” — Col. 
John P. Geraci, l/506th Airborne 

15 March 1969: Even through bad 
stretches like the Co Co Canal, I now 
had an ace up my sleeve: the Snipers. 
They called themselves Snoopy and 
Scooter, Hillbilly and Mountaineer, 
John Wayne and the Red Baron. Pound 
for pound, they were our most effec¬ 
tive killing machine, 20 sharpshooters 
under the eagle eye of Larry Tahler, 
the young officer who’d called me an 
“SOB with brains” in the darkness 
during my first night with the 4/39th. 

Tahler was a draftee who’d gone to 
OCS to “get out of KP and away from 
all the hut, two, three, four stuff.” He 
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had a brother who eventually retired 
as a Navy Rear Admiral, but his own 
attitude toward the military was strict¬ 
ly a citizen-soldier’s. He was of slight 
build, wiry and hard as a railroad 
spike. His troops, who he’d hang out 
with over a beer or two, would do any¬ 
thing for him. “Tahler was there for 
you if you needed anything or just 
needed to talk,” recalls Sniper 
Sergeant Bob Jones, a guy who could 
part your hair at 500 meters with an 
M-14 round. “But if you made a mis¬ 
take, you’d know about it.” 

To form the Snipers, Tahler select¬ 
ed volunteers from throughout the 
Battalion. Before he’d even look at you, 
you had to have the Combat 
Infantrjman’s Badge and you had to 
shoot Expert, and even then, it didn’t 
mean you were good to go. 

“Getting volunteers was never a 
problem,” Tahler remembers, “I always 
had a waiting list. It beat slogging in 
the mud, taking a chance on mines and 
booby traps. Snipers felt special and 
they were treated well by everyone at 
Battalion Headquarters because they 


were Hack’s pets. The living was easier 
even though the risks were higher. And 
they were motivated — here was a 
chance to make a visible difference in 
the war effort. With every one I killed, 
I always thought that’s one who won’t 
be able to kill one of ours. And all my 
Snipers felt the same.” 

Tahler trained his gutsy trigger- 
pullers at Dong Tam under a team of 
top Army shooters led by Major Willis 
L. Powell, the former marksmanship 
guru at Fort Benning. Hank Emerson 
had persuaded General Ewell to bring 
Powell over from the Infantry School’s 
Marksmanship Detachment. Within a 
few weeks, Powell’s crack instructors 
turned our Hardcore grunts into dead- 
eye killers. They taught Tahler’s men 
techniques and tactics using specially 
accurized M-14 rifles (the XM-21) with 
silencers and smokeless ammunition. 

“There were two different personal¬ 
ities of Snipers,” recalls Sniper Ed 
Eaton. “Some were terrified of the 
infantry trip and others felt like a hero, 
being a doer, not a watcher. By the 
time you graduated you could hole a 


Grunts of Hackworth’s Hardcore 4th Bn, 
39th Infantry slog through the nightmarish 
swamps of Vietnam's Mekong Delta. This 
was Charlie's terrain until the Hardcore 
took the battle to the enemy, largely with 
Hack's elite cadre of snipers. 


target at 700 meters. I came out of that 
course really confident.” 

The lung Rifles 

When the Long Rifle boys — the 
name came from a Battalion Tiger 
Scout who said a Sniper’s M-14 with an 
attached silencer was a “lung rifle” and 
eventually “lung rifle” became Long 
Rifles — returned from training, I told 
Tahler to suit them up in distinctive 
uniforms so they’d be recognized as a 
special unit. He came up with a doozer: 
camouflaged fatigues back when the 
Army was still dressed in olive drab, 
and a Black Beret bearing the Hardcore 
Recondo insignia — a black arrowhead 
— on a red flash, a pocket insignia and 
a “Sniper” shoulder tab. 

“Once we got that sexy uniform,” 
Tahler says, “even more people lined up 
to join. Plenty of guys wanted in, but 
only a small percentage passed the hard- 
ass Sniper School and fewer still were 
able to squeeze the trigger on a fellow 
human being.” The Snipers witnessed 
their kills, the way an executioner does 


Plenty of guys wanted in, but only a small percentage 
passed the hard-ass Sniper School and fewer still were 
able to squeeze the trigger on a fellow human being. 
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“Night Hunter 6” Lt. Larry Tahler, leader of 20 
snipers who took out the equivalent of an enemy 
battalion on their own turf. 


when he pulls the switch on a guy 
sitting in the electric chair, with a 
shocking immediacy even frontline 
infantrymen didn’t experience very 
often if at all in Vietnam. I felt 
toward the Snipers as I did the guys 
in the 27th Raiders and the l/327th 
LRRPs. They took huge risks that 
required extraordinary courage and, 
in the Snipers’ case, they not only 
had their asses hanging out on inde¬ 
pendent missions with small teams, 
but their high-powered scopes 
brought the war right up-close and 
personal. Too close. One morning 
Tahler killed six VC and the man 
with him took out another. “I 
turned my scope on this one,” 
Tahler told me later, “and it was a 
girl. All I could think was how love¬ 
ly she was.” Young and beautiful, 
and packing an AK-47 — not exact¬ 
ly a Donut Dolly. Tahler did his job 
and blew her away. “I still see her 
face,” he says. 

A Hard Breed 

Psychologically, the gig was 
tough. “After the first couple 
kills,” Tahler recalls, “several of 
my Snipers found they didn’t have 
the stomach for the job and quit.” 
Tahler was always on the alert for 
what he called “Combat Sniper 
Stress.” If he found a Sniper who 
couldn’t handle the strain, he shipped 
him back to his original company. “A 
lot of fellows got out of Sniper School 
and found they just couldn’t watch a 
head blow up through the scope,” says 
Sniper Jones. 


Bob Jones was one hell of a warrior. 
Initially as a rifleman in Battle 
Company, and later as a Sniper, he 
received two Silver Stars, one 
Distinguished Flying Cross, five 
Bronze Stars for Valor and one Air 
Medal for Valor. By our count, he had 
38 Sniper kills to his credit. In any 
given month, he’d kill more VC than 
almost any rifle company in the rest of 


| the 9th Division. 

| “Before I volunteered to become a 
c Sniper, I worried about it some,” Jones 
Z recalls. “The very next day we went 
| out on an operation and found three 
| gooks holed-up in a bunker. They were 
| down in there holding the dadgum lid 
1 down. One of my buddies took a hand 
grenade and laid it on top of the 
bunker and blew them out. One was 
pretty bad and he shot him. One of the 
guys was so upset about it he cried like 
a baby. But I was sitting around just as 
calm as ever because it didn’t bother 
me. It was then I knew I’d make a good 
Sniper. I’d lost all feeling for these peo¬ 
ple ... I did my job. If there was an 
enemy soldier out there, I’d zap him. 
Does this sound hard? Think about it. 
I’m also helping my buddies. He could 
kill one of them if I didn’t get him first. 
I’m not fussing at all. 

“The machine-gunners, the artillery 
folks or the flyboys kill VC, but it 
costs something like $4,000 for them 
to get one. It costs Uncle Sam 27 cents, 
the price of an M-14 round, for me to 
zero one out. They don’t zap more than 
me, they just make more noise. It takes 
a lot for them to do the job, but I’m 
trained to do it with just one shot.” 

Leading From The Front 

Snipers operated around the clock, 
their sharpshooters covering the day 
and the darkness with Night Hunter 
and Pink Filter — an infrared light 
mounted on a jeep that sent out an 
invisible light, allow ing the infrared 
scope to see anything within its beam. 
Normally, they set up at fixed loca¬ 
tions such as bridges, ARVN camps 
and at firebases, 

Tahler was trail boss — he picked 
the Sniper missions and sites, person¬ 
ally inserted the teams, closely moni¬ 
tored them and, at the end of the day, 
picked them up. He called the plays, 
not some distant, disconnected staff 
weenie, working closely with the S-3 
and me to insure his operational plans 
went hand-in-glove with everything 
else the Battalion was doing. 

Tahler’s radio code name was 
“Night Hunter 6.” On Night Hunter 
operations, he used one Huey C&C 
chopper and two gunships. Conduct¬ 
ing the show from the C&C bird, he’d 
set up one Sniper to fire out of each 
side of the back of the slick. Using 
their night vision devices, they’d find 
and then mark the target with tracer 
rounds. Then the C&C’s doorgumiers, 
using M60 machine-gun tracer rounds, 
would lock on the Sniper’s impact 


T| 



Hardcore grunts move to their objective after a combat assault. Air-delivery of assault 
troops worked so well, the Hardcore snipers developed tactics and techniques based on 
air-insertion and began hitting Charlie in his own backyard . 
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A study in vulnerability. Division base camp at Dong Tam — a sitting duck. 


area. Simultaneously, the C&C bird, 
rising straight up like an elevator, 
would pop out an Air Force flare or 
flick on a powerful Xenon searchlight, 
lighting up the target. The two gun- 
ships flying blackout just above and 
behind Tahler’s bird would then roar 
in with rockets and miniguns blazing, 
striking wherever the C&C’s door gun¬ 
ner’s M60 tracers were marking. 

“The only way we could identify 
the target and then put accurate fire on 
it was to fly low and slow,” Tahler 
says. His C&C bird flew on the deck 

— from 10 to 20 feet above the ground 

— moving at between 60 to 90 knots. 
Dangerous work. 

In a letter home, Jones wrote about 
one of the early missions: “I went up 
on Night Hunter last night. We shot up 
21 sampans, got 13 kills and three sec¬ 
ondary explosions. I saw one sampan 
that was camouflaged with leaves and 
stuff, so 1 fired a shot at it. The door- 
gunner opened up with his machine 
gun. He put a few rounds in it and it 
exploded. We were flying around in a 
chopper with a big spotlight and it lit 
up another sampan. I fired a burst and 
there was another explosion. I spotted 
another one and fired a shot, and the 
same thing happened. We circled a few 
times and I saw one more. I fired, the 
gunner opened up and it blew up all 
over the place! We were one 100 feet 
up and it shook the ship! Charley must 
really have had a lot of ammo in that 
convoy. I’m glad we got to it before it 
got to us.” 

Earning Respect 

Geraci, who was still Brigade CO at 


the time, was so pleased with the 
results of this mission that the follow¬ 
ing morning he assembled the aircrew 
and Snipers and hung a medal on each 
man. “Night Hunter blew up several 
tons of ammo that would have 
thumped down on my boys. Damn, I’m 
proud of you,” he told them. After that 
night, Night Hunter was golden. 
Tahler got priority of air assets. “We 
all loved Night Hunter missions,” 
Sniper Ed Eaton says. “You’re up in the 
air. You’re not down on the stinking 
ground, you’re clean, cool and, com¬ 
pared to grunt work, relatively safe. It 
sure beat sloshing through the pad¬ 
dies, and we got a lot of kills.” 

But Tahler’s on-the-ground Snipers 
gave the Night Hunter boys in the sky 
a good run for their money. They ini¬ 
tially worked from the observation 


towers at [Firebase] Danger and then 
started going out with rifle companies 
on missions — except that too often, 
rifle company skippers tended to use 
them simply as riflemen. In another 
battalion, a company commander 
threw a Sniper with over 40 kills in 
with the rest of the grunts for an 
assault on a wood line. He was killed. 
This was like using a Cadillac to plow 
the back forty. Tahler never sent his 
shooters with companies whose skip¬ 
pers didn’t use them wisely. 

Succeeding Like Success 

Success made the Snipers bolder. 
“Had to stay sharp and be innovative 
to keep ahead of the competition,” 
Tahler recalls. He started by hitching 
rides for his Snipers on aircraft that 
flew over the firebase. Calling the 
pilot of any Huey chopper in sight, 
he’d say he was in a bind and ask the 
pilot to do him a favor and pick up or 
drop off one of his teams. Sometimes 
he bribed the pilots with captured AK- 
47s or gave them VC flags. I found out 
later that Tahler’s trading goods came 
from a factory Battalion S-4 Bob 
Johnson set up back at Dong Tam, 
where he churned out “genuine VC 
flags” by the jeep-load. 

In short order, Brigade started 
dedicating a slick and a pair of gun- 
ships daily to insert and extract 
Tahler’s teams. He placed them five 
to 10 klicks around Danger, always 
within range of its 105mm guns. The 
insert aircraft would fly over a large 
area making phony insertions to con¬ 
fuse the VC, then pop down near a 
tree line, where the Snipers would 
roll out and be in the woods before 
the bird even lifted off. “We always 



War is hell — most of the time. Sniper team leader Lt. Larry Tahler poses with a round- 
eyed USO beauty. 
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had good info where we were going 
and what the conditions on the 
ground were,” says Eaton. “Tahler 
did his homework. You had the 
whole nine yards in your head. The 
hooch, the rice paddy, the distances, 
the treeline. You were prepared, but 
there was always a terrible loneli¬ 
ness. You weren’t with a rifle compa¬ 
ny. You and your buddy were hanging 
out all by your lonesome.” 

Normally the choppers returned 
to pick up the Teams before darkness 
set in, always varying pickup times 
to avoid setting fixed patterns. On 
certain operations, they would spend 
the night with a rifle company. 
Sometimes they worked with Pink 
Filter. Frequently they made sniper 
kills out to 600 yards; when they 
spotted deeper or larger targets, 
they’d adjust TAC Air and/or artillery 
fire on the VC, driving their targets 




‘No reason to waste 
rounds on a guy who has 
a hole through his chest 
and is hanging headfirst 
in the water. That was 
one great shot, Sniper.’ 
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closer so they could whack them with 
those long rifles. 

“One night I fired a tracer round at a 
single sampan,” Ed Eaton remembers. 

“The two Cobras stacked above us 
immediately followed the tracer. I 
informed the pilots that the round 
was right on and no need for any 
adjustment on their part. As the 
Cobras came to minimum altitude 
their Xenon lights came on, illuminat¬ 
ing the entire river. But instead of a 
volley of minigun fire and rockets the 
Cobras immediately turned off their 
lights and resumed their position 
above my slick. Later that night while 
refueling, I went over to the Cobra 
pilots and asked why they never fired 
on an obvious target. The answer I got 
was ‘No reason to waste rounds on a 
guy who has a hole through his chest 
and is hanging headfirst in the water. 
That was one great shot, Sniper.’” 

Next month , we see the price that 
Hackworth’s snipers paid to be the best 

Col David H. Hachworth , U.S. Army 
(Ret.), is our most decorated living sol¬ 
dier. His column “Sound Off” appears 
regularly in SOF. ^ 
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by Al J. Venter 

T he Israelis are stuck with Arafat largely on the basis 
that he’s the devil they know. They would have killed 
him long ago if they didn’t. Also, he is sick: His 
Parkinson’s is apparently quite bad. Then everyone 
knows jhat he’s not entirely trusted by his own people, if 
only because the man isn’t nearly as fundamentalist as some 
pf th e Hamas and Islamic Jihad lunatics waiting in the eaves 
for something to happen. 

There was a report in the British press that Hamas leader 
Mahmoud al-Zahar smiled when he told his followers that 
there had, been 40 Israelis killed and 200 injured “in just 
two stifyide operations.” 

Thai bid war horse Henry Kissinger — all of 80 next 
birthday and still looking much like he did when he served 
Nixon — had a comment of his own when he spoke to 
Charlie Rose recently. 

The situation was more serious than people realized, 
Kissinger said to the always-engaging Rose. He compared 
Israel’s population to that of America, and suggested that 
the number of dead in those two onslaughts were roughly 
equivalent to the United States having lost 2,500 killed. 
Almost as many as died on 11 September, echoed Rose. 
Makes you think. 

In the Middle East this kind of analogy becomes repeti¬ 
tive. So do off-the-cuff references to Armageddon, almost as 
if some kind of nuclear cataclysm is inevitable. Trcmble is, 


Is The Ultimate 
Global Tragedy 
Inevitable? 


A Palestinian gunman shoots at Israeli troops 17 March 2002 dur¬ 
ing an Israeli Army incursion inside Bethlehem. New Palestinian 
attacks on Israel and a move by Israeli tanks back into the West 
Bank city broke a two-day lull in violence and jolted a U.S. bid to 
broker a ceasefire. 
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if not checked, it could happen. 

After maintaining a transparent charade for decades, the 
Israeli government no longer denies that it has the bomb, 
nor that it would use it if had to. That was one warning lev¬ 
eled at Syria by the Israelis not long ago after Damascus 
deployed Scuds tipped with Sarin and VX nerve gasses 
along its southern frontier with Israel. 

A Darwinian Concept 

Worse, now the Pentagon is mooting getting a 20,000- 
strong American “peacekeeping force” into Israel in a bid to 
separate the combatants. Indeed, Senator Arlen Specter — 
quoting former Marine Commandant Anthony Zinni — dis¬ 
closed that such a plan already 
exists: It’s a 68-page document 
produced by the Army’s School 
of Advanced Military Studies 
(SAMS) at Fort Leavenworth. 

The concept qualifies for a 
Darwin Award. It also gives hope 
to the aspirations of every 
Islamic extremist in the region 
including Hamas, Islamic Jihad, 
the A1 Aqsa Suicide Brigade and 
Hizbollah. Every one of them 
would relish targeting young 
Americans. And what better way 
to do this than if our boys are 
placed within striking range? 

Conditions in Israel today are 
about as bad as they have been 
in the half-century history of 
this tiny country. In a nation of 
just over 5M Jews and 1.1M 


Arabs (there are another 1.1M in 
Gaza) the Jewish State has regular 
forces of about 170,000 with an 
active reserve of larger than 10 
times that number. But that hasn’t 
prevented dislocation escalating to 
the point where suicide attacks 
have sown terror and destroyed 
normal life just about everywhere 
in the country. 

Like most military ventures, the 
violence has unlooked-for conse¬ 
quences, like the inability of 
Palestinian residents to call on the 
ambulance service to vacate the 
dead or bring wounded to hospitals 
while the fighting rages. To which 
the Israelis retorted shortly before the Passover, that even 
these services were being manipulated by the terrorists. An 
ambulance carrying a three-year-old boy was stopped at a 
roadblock by soldiers who uncovered a belt of explosives 
strapped under the child’s stretcher. It should have been 
command-detonated, but wasn’t. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross later confirmed the incident. 

Some Israeli actions — while applauded in the United 
States — are viewed as heinous turpitude in other coun¬ 
tries. Which is why there is barely anywhere in the West 
that did not host pro-Palestinian demonstrations after IDF 
tanks had moved into the West Bank in early April. Also, 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon — by his own actions, right or 


An Israeli soldier runs between tanks 
after the Israeli army entered the 
West Bank City of Ramallah, 12 
March 2002. 
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A Palestinian gunman runs for cover 
after Israeli soldiers opened fire toward 
a group of Palestinian gunmen at the 
entrance to the old city ; where armed 
Palestinians had set up makeshift bar¬ 
ricades in the West Bank city of Nablus, 
4 April 2002. 










wrong — is perceived by many Americans as more of a 
tyrant than a democratically elected leader. 

At least that's how one British writer in London’s Times 
saw it. Succinctly, he compared the situation in modern-day 
Israel to the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. 

‘There is an army (the Israelis) with overwhelming supe¬ 
rior firepower invading a largely defenseless country round¬ 
ing up the male population of the towns where known resis¬ 
tance fighters live and sending them away to an uncertain 
future. There is also the bulldozing of the houses of their 
families and shooting anyone who raises a fmger against 
their occupation.” 

This is tough talk, but then, times are tough. 

At the same time there has been almost no reaction to 
Arafat having reneged on his promise to stop the bombings. 
Instead he has gone public and called for “a million mar¬ 
tyrs” to liberate Jerusalem. As Britain’s Economist says: “The 
martyrs know exactly what he means ...” adding that in 
launching the latest Intifada “Arafat has pocketed what Oslo 
gave him and started a liberation war.” It’s a supreme irony 
that Oslo originally accorded him the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his actions. 

Israel No Longer Controls Its Security 

For all that, it hasn’t been lost on anybody in the Middle 
East-Arab, Christian or Jew — that after 50 years of having 
things their own way, Israel is no longer in control of its 
own security. 

Jerusalem can invade the remotest corner of this tiny 


Israeli soldiers enter the headquarters of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in the West Bank city of Ramallah 29 March 2002. 
Israel declared Arafat an enemy and sent troops into his presiden¬ 
tial compound. 


country, less than a third the size of Ireland, and it cannot 
stop the slaughter. No matter how it tries — short of build¬ 
ing a wall between every Palestinian settlement and Israel 
(which is impossible) — the Israeli government seems inca¬ 
pable of containing violence. 

Said one choleric observer: The Knesset can buy a thou¬ 
sand more battle tanks or another six, or 60, squadrons of F- 
16s and none of it will affect what is going on in and around 
a thousand settlements and towns in the Holy Land. He 
added that the war seemed to have devolved into the kind of 
attrition that the world last experienced in the Middle Ages. 

The effects are convulsive on both sides. The Israeli 
economy is in freefall, the tourist sector — on which a huge 
proportion of the Jewish and Arab population relied for sur¬ 
vival — has vaporized. There is barely an Israeli family that 
is not giving some thought to possibly getting out. Most 
won’t do so, but that doesn’t stop people considering the 
option. A fair proportion of the Jewish community in this 
country originally came from Israel. 

These people are also aware that the slaughters in Tel 
Aviv, Netanya, Jerusalem and elsewhere have given heart to 
those who perpetrate these crimes. As in any conflict there 
are those who are powerfully motivated by the “whiff of 
blood” and by the kind of Israeli reaction that we see each 
night on our television screens. Clearly, there are a lot of 
Palestinians who relish the outcome of such actions, as they 
did the events of 11 September. 

Conversely, critics overlook the fact that suicide bomb¬ 
ings — like fundamental Islam — is first a response to 
repression and extreme poverty. Small wonder then that 
Arafat (or his successor) has a reservoir of recruits willing to 
die. The majority come from the refugee camps where, let’s 
face it, conditions are often sub-human. 

Without jobs, constrained militarily (and sometimes bru- 
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tally), coupled to the prospect of 
no hope and litde prospect for 
peace, the people initiating these 
actions believe that they have 
absolutely nothing to lose. It was¬ 
n’t me who said that as long as 
there are millions of Palestinian 
refugees, they will always have a 
vested interest in the destruction 
of Israel, but he had a point. 

Tragically, all this could have 
been avoided. With the benefit of 
hindsight, we know now that any 
other prescient government 
would long ago have made 
upping the economic conditions 
of its own Arab community a pri¬ 
ority since any first-year political 
student knows that poverty 
breeds revolt . As one British 
diplomat told this writer, the 
Palestinian community should 
never have been allowed to 
become isolated within the con¬ 
fines of its own degradation. 

Jerusalem has blundered. In 
doing so, the Israelis have deni¬ 
grated the dignity of the largest 
non-Jewish society within its 
ambit. It has also made the very same economic mistake 
that South Africa committed under Apartheid and now — 
with political polarization having peaked and looking like 
it’ll stay that way — it’s too late to do anything about it. 

As the security situation in Israel deteriorates further, 
there is no question that the IDF will invigorate the subju¬ 
gation of its Arab population. More reserves are being called 
up as I write. So, too, there is a real possibility that Israel’s 
neighbors will not sit on their hands for much longer if 
things get worse. 

Several times in the past when there has been trouble, 
Egypt has reacted with alarm. Cairo threatened to intervene 
military when the second Intifada was only weeks old. That 
was in August 2000 and President Mubarak’s military com¬ 
manders took the first tentative steps to move Egypt’s 
armored 3 r< ^ Army into Sinai. Israel retaliated by making 
some preemptive moves of its own. 

In the end, good sense — and, of course, pressure from 
Washington — prevailed. Also, the financial handouts that 
Cairo gets from the U.S. helped, though I’m not so sure it 
will the next time ’round. 

One of the spin-offs of that little episode is that these days, 
Jerusalem glances over its shoulder at Cairo’s reaction to just 
about everything it does. It’s a given that in the Middle East, 
nobody ignores the regions biggest military power, or that — 
peace or not — the two countries have a history of conflict. 

Complex and intractable, the situation was neatly para¬ 
phrased by Israeli writer Arieh O’Sullivan. 

In a recent article in the Jerusalem Post , he noted that 
“twenty years of 'cold peace’ have never eliminated the 
deep-rooted insecurities and mutual distrust between the 
IDF and the Egyptian armed forces.” 

O’Sullivan added that while the (Camp David) peace 
treaty had given Israel’s military leaders some breathing 
space in its planning, the command structure never took its 
eyes off its southern neighbor. 


“Israeli war plans still call for a 
hefty reserve force to be set aside 
for dealing with Egypt, no matter 
where confrontation breaks out,” 
he declared. 

Israel’s troubles with its neigh¬ 
bors are deep-rooted, not least 
because while there has been a 
peace of sorts, tensions have always 
rankled. Also, most Egyptians are 
morbidly suspicious of things not 
ethnic and this applies especially to 
anything Hebraic. 

Add to this fractious concoction 
the fact that to most Egyptians for¬ 
eigners are, a priori , infidels and 
routinely despised. Jews, for 
instance, are relegated to a catego¬ 
ry that is often sub-human. Very 
few foreigners who think they 
understand the average Cairean 
have discerned this nation’s interi¬ 
or cast of mind. It shows. While 
Americans are tolerated, to the 
majority of Egyptians, Bush and 
his cabinet are Zionist surrogates. 

This imbroglio goes further. 
There is a curious free-floating hos¬ 
tility towards Uncle Sam. 
According to one Arab authority there is also a conviction 
“that the U.S. is somehow engaged with Israel in an attempt 
to diminish and hem in Egypt’s power and influence.” This 
perception persists in spite of Washington having granted 
Egypt “most-favored nation” status: It has been forking out 
$2.1 billion a year in aid to the Cairo government since 1978. 

Do the math and that amounts to an awesome $50 billion 
over the years. There are many Americans who believe that 
this kind of money might have been better spent on resus¬ 
citating Medicare. 

To Egyptian hard-liners it is of little concern that their 
country won’t survive without aid. These ideologues base 
their principles on the precept that you are either for the 
culture, or you must be against it. In the Islamic world this 
sentiment has clout, even though it hardly makes sense. 

There are few grays in a cloistered Muslim world where, 
among women, the use of the hijab — Islamic dress — has 
trebled in the past 10 years. Nor can much be achieved in 
trying to rationalize with someone who is prepared to strap 
20 pounds of explosives to his body in order to make a point. 

Meanwhile, the Intifada goes on and some of Israel’s 
neighbors are now threatening to get involved in the war. 
Indeed, some Lebanese dissidents are already hurling rock¬ 
ets into Galilee. 

Iran: Fingers In Many Puts 

Also, the noises coming out of Iran lately suggest that the 
mullahs must make a public show of solidarity against the 
Jews. A few times lately, Iranian military action has been 
threatened, followed by a call in early April to deprive 
America of oil. 

Most notably, Tehran issued a short, sharp rebuke at 
about the same time that Egypt considered its moves in 
2000. In an interview with the Kuwaiti newspaper AI Watan, 

Continued on page 77 


Israeli soldiers enter the city center of the West Bank 
city of Bethlehem 3 April 2002. 
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Suicide Bombers, Part 2 


High Stress And High Stakes 


In Part I we examined the day-in and day-out efforts in killing, that they would attempt to assume command and 

Israel to combat terrorism through prevention, infiltration and control over the Intifadah. And, that we would have to read- 

preemptive action by the elite Ya’mas force. When they are sue- just our priorities accordingly. We would have to concen- 

cessful, it is not news. When the terrorists are successful, it is A trate all our efforts on hitting the terrorists before they 
news, and of late the news has been more frequent — but so j \ made it to suicide attacks. We also knew that Jerusalem 
are the events they prevented from becoming news. J \ would be next.” On 9 August 2001, at about 1400 hours 

A turning point for the unit came on 1 June / \ a y oun 8 Hamas suicide bomber walked into the 

2001, when a suicide bomber detonated ST" miiiinpivi WrfWi vm 7 Sbarro restaurant on the corner of King 
himself inside the entrance of the crowded George and Jaffa and blew himself up, in a 

“Dolphi” discotheque in Tel Aviv and killed more 2 Vfc gruesome attack that killed 16 people, including 

than 20 teenagers enjoying a night out. According to fwRmJSmKm six children. 

one of the Ya’mas intelligence officers, "We knew, / V Even in “better times,” life inside an undercover 

from an operational point of view, that once Hamas / \ squad is, according to one former officer, “a pres¬ 
and the Islamic Jihad committed a large-scale §jr sure cooker combined with a hand grenade with its 
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pin removed.” The unit is a microcosm 
of competitive souls who know their 
worth and talents, and who understand 
their responsibilities. “Since this 
Intifadah began,” claimed “B,” a section 
head in one of the unit’s operational 
teams, “we have lived and operated 
with an enormous weight on our shoul¬ 
ders. Go out and grab someone who is 
a terrorist, and you may have helped 
stop a terrorist on his way to doing 
something horrific. If your mission 


ends without an arrest, then you have 
that sinking feeling in the pit of your 
stomach that you failed and that a 
bomber that you should have stopped 
is out there on his way to a shopping 
mall, a cafe, or a school. And, after an 
incident, like the Sbarro restaurant, 
when you tour the site and step over 
the bodies and the blood, it haunts you 
that maybe had you done something 
differently, maybe had you been some¬ 
place else and some other time, those 


people would still be alive today.” 

Beyond the pressure of day-to-day 
operations, the life of a Ya’mas operator 
consists of endless training — from the 
time they volunteer for the force to 
their last day on the job when they 
hang up their kefiyah and their Mini- 
Uzi for good. Extensive psychological 
profiles are compiled on all volunteers, 
and anyone not deemed 100% stable is 
prohibited from even trying out for the 
units. According to some published 
reports, the selection process alone 
weeds out a remarkable 90% of all vol¬ 
unteers. The qualities sought in an 
undercover unit candidate are more 
mental than physical, explains one 
Israeli special operations officer. “You 
can train anyone to fire a weapon, run 
for 20 kilometers at a stretch, or march 


(opposite) ISun Tzu noted that all warfare is based on deception — and Ya’mas operators 
are past masters of being at home in the sea where the terrorists swim . These Jerusalem 
Ya’mas operators pose as Palestinian vegetable merchants: Such a ruse could cover a sur¬ 
veillances be used to elicit conversation with suspected terrorists or informants — or be 
a staging area for an active operation. Deep cover in the open is a Ya’mas specialty, 
(below) A Ya’mas operator, in drag as a Palestinian female, covers the team members 
who have dismounted van, with his Jericho 941 9mm pistol . 







Following live-fire training scenario, opera¬ 
tors are critiqued by team leader, (inset) 
Terrorist graffiti in the village of as-Sawiya, 
eastern Jerusalem — one of the main battle¬ 
grounds for the Ya'mas. 


up a mountain with 50 kilograms on 
his back. But only a small minority of 
men have the mental stamina to learn 
how to assume a foreign identity, and 
cultivate it into a believable act.” 

The “Arabization” Process 

The training for an undercover sol¬ 
dier is lengthy, and is dedicated to intel¬ 
ligence work, the art of masquerading, 
the “Arabization” of the fighter (from 
learning traditional customs and cul¬ 
ture, to intensive language instruction). 
Only after the operator has mastered his 
new identity can intensive close-quarter 
combat instruction commence. Soldiers 
are taught to burst into buildings or 
vehicles, and to overcome armed indi¬ 
viduals with speed rather than firepow¬ 
er, surprise rather than brute force. All 


undercover unit operators are expert 
marksman, proficient in the martial 
arts, and recipients of advanced medical 
and communications training. All 
undercover operators are equipped with 
sophisticated communications equip¬ 
ment in various sizes, which enables the 
soldiers to maintain communication 
links among themselves and with back¬ 
up units, even at long ranges. The men 
of Israel’s various undercover comman¬ 
do teams are not taught to hate the 
Palestinians. On the contrary, they 
respect their abilities and their beliefs 
and they learn to emulate them. 

It is just after 0700 hours on a train¬ 
ing day in a top-secret counter-terrorist 
facility in central Israel. The operators 
from the Jerusalem Ya’mas are enjoying 
a quick breakfast before spending the 


hot August day firing their weapons on 
a live-fire obstacle course designed to 
look like a Palestinian village. The 
breakfast — Arabic-coffee laced with 
cardamom and pita bread with goat 
cheese — is the kind of fare being eaten 
in Nablus, Ramallah, Hebron and east 
Jerusalem. The men remove a water 
pipe from their vehicle and finish their 
meal with a collective smoke of apple- 
flavored tobacco. Much of the banter is 
in Arabic. “I have to know how to talk 
like them, look like them, eat like them, 
laugh like them and even smell like 
them. I must know that if an old 
women passes me in street I must 
respectfully move to the left, and if an 
old man passes me, I should greet him 
with the words Salaam, Aleikum 
(“Peace Be Unto You”). I must think in 
Arabic, react in Arabic, and ensure that 
the masquerade remains strong until 
the green light is given, my weapon is 
produced, and my true identity is final¬ 
ly compromised to the locals.” 

The ideal undercover unit operation 
is one in which no shots are fired, but 
Murphy’s Law is as much a part of spe¬ 
cial operations as is the pumping surges 
of adrenaline, the kick of fear, and the 
cold metal of a CAR-15 assault rifle. On 
the night of 30 August 2001, the 
Jerusalem Ya’mas went into action, 
apprehending a heavily armed Pales-tin- 
ian en route to the city with explosives 
and automatic weapons. The terrorist, 
found in the village of Beit Hanina, was 
supported by a cover team that evaded 
the initial dragnet and sought refuge 
inside a building in the neighborhood 
called the “Engineer’s Club,” a Hamas 
stronghold named after assassinated 
bomb-maker Yehiya Ayyash. He was 
eventually cornered by a special opera¬ 
tions dragnet and killed in a firefight. 

One of the pillars of Israeli military 
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Jerusalem Ya’mas operators are briefed 
before a training assignment. An all-vol¬ 
unteer force , some 90% of applicants 
never make it past the psychological 
screening for this low-profile , high-value 
— and extremely high-stress force. 


doctrine has always been that small, 
elite commando forces, often asked to 
achieve the impossible against over¬ 
whelming odds, has been one of the 
true equalizing elements in the balance 
of power between the State of Israel 
and her Arab adversaries. From Beirut 
to the Red Sea, Tunis to the decaying 
departure terminal in Entebbe, Uganda, 
Israel’s special operations units have 
displayed an uncanny ability to neu¬ 
tralize the most formidable of foes and 
obliterate the most daunting of obsta¬ 


cles in order to execute their missions. 
For 12 years, Israel’s undercover units 
have fought a bloody and unnendng 
war, in darkness and under the micro¬ 
scope, against an enemy that is often 
difficult to locate and sometimes 
impossible to distinguish. The under¬ 
cover units do not possess the luxury of 
operating in the open where retired 
generals can play Monday morning 
quarterback and allow their victories or 
follies to become political fodder. The 
undercover units do not operate in an 
arena of glory. A successful mission is 
often one that the public never hears of. 
Their bloody defeats are celebrated by 
the terrorists and scrutinized, with 
unforgiving candor, at home. 

It is late at night inside the heavily- 
fortified Border Guard compound in 


Jerusalem and a team of undercover 
operatives are preparing for a recon¬ 
naissance sortie near the no-man’s land 
separating Jerusalem from Palestinian 
Authority lines near the city’s frontier 
with Ramallah. Although there has been 
talk of a ceasefire, quickly orchestrated 
by Arafat following the World Trade 
Center attacks, the fighting continues as 
fears that Hamas will launch a suicide 
attack to add fuel to the fire, race 
through Israeli security circles. The 
operators ready their costumes, their 
documentation, and their weaponry, 
making sure that their Jericho pistols 
are clean and that their Mini-Uzis and 
Ml6s are ready for action. The opera¬ 
tors, though, cannot take their eyes off 

Continued on page 74 




(left) Carrying the staple IMI Mini-Uzi SMG, an operator moves into position on a live-fire 
assault course, (above) Ya’mas operators hone their snatching-and-kidnapping skills. A 
clean snatch-and-grab is far safer to civilians in the area than an armed assault , and usu¬ 
ally accomplishes the same purpose. 
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THE AGE OF THE 

TERRORIST 

PIRACY 

An Ancient Scourge Becomes A Modem Threat 

Text & Phdtdb by Al J. Venter 


says a lot when the international Chamber of 
Commerce in Paris publishes excerpts from its 
annual ICC Piracy report, and this document is 
dubbed Stories from the Front Line ... Some of these incidents 
have caused the White House to take serious notice and act. 

And for good reason: Worldwide, there were 335 pirate 
attacks on ships last year. The ICC report stressed that “the 
hijacking of a ship and the resale of its cargo requires huge 
resources and detailed planning.” It added that such actions 
usually involved a mother ship from which to launch 
attacks, require a ready supply of automatic weapons, false- 
identity documents for the ship and crew, and fake cargo 
manifests — together with an efficient broker network to 
fence the stolen goods. 

Piracy has become big business. Further, there is evidence 
that a rogue government or two might be involved in some of 
the crimes — Somalia, for one. Certainly, said the ICC, it has 
to be so because individual pirates simply don’t have the kind 
of resources listed: Some perhaps, but not all when one is 
dealing with thousands of tons of crude oil that still need 
refining, or 4,000 tons of sugar, or a shipment of coal. 

In a BBC report last February, it was suggested that this 
kind of lawlessness was now so extensive that there was 
good evidence that organized crime on several continents 
was involved. Even though a ship has been repainted and 
given a new name, it still needs documentation, as well as 
some kind of government sanction to freely move about, the 
corporation’s reporter suggested. 

That, said the report, was still beyond the ability of ordi¬ 
nary criminal elements. The BBC also pointed out that near¬ 
ly two dozen seafarers were murdered by pirates last year. 


fete* 
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The Semi-Pros And The Big Leagues 

While amateur pirates maintain powerful sway over some 
areas — in particular around the Philippines, Somalia, the 
Malacca Straits off Malaysia, West Africa, as well as in 
Indonesian waters — the hijackers have developed a system 
of terror of their own. If not checked, the long-term effects 
among the trading nations will almost certainly have inter¬ 
national implications. 

Osama bin Laden (prior to current hostilities in 
Afghanistan), for instance, had acquired a modest merchant 
marine fleet of his own. None of this was lost on Western 
intelligence agencies in the events following 11 September, 
(see “al-Qaida Goes Maritime,” May ’02). 

Asian nations too, are concerned over this unwholesome 
trend. The Beijing government last year arrested a dozen of 
its own citizens, together with an Indonesian, in Chinese ter¬ 
ritorial waters. They were charged with having grabbed the 
cargo ship Cheung Son on the high seas in November 1998. 
Having masqueraded as Chinese police officers to get 
onboard, the hijackers murdered all 23 crewmembers, threw 
their bodies overboard and made off with a cargo of furnace 
slag, which they sold for $300,000. 

China wasn’t engaging in a PR/show-trial, either: A day 
after the trial in the southern city of Shanwei, all 13 men were 


Piracy in West Africa dates to the beginning of seaborne com¬ 
merce: Nigeria is one of the worst piracy nations in the Atlantic 
Ocean because of poor government maritime controls — and it 
hasn't been lost on the West that bin Laden is a favorite among 
Nigerian Muslims. 
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executed. The ship and its cargo have never been recovered. 

Almost as macabre was an attack on the Indonesian flag ves¬ 
sel MV Inabukwa which, a year ago, was bound for Singapore 
with a cargo of tin ingots, tin concentrates and white pepper 
with a total value of $2.2 million. Another group of pirates got 
onboard, arresting and blindfolding the 22 crewmembers, 
whom they dropped off on Pulkau Sayap, a deserted island. The 
incident only came to light a week later when the castaways 
were spotted by passing fishermen and rescued. 

Following an alert put out by the International Maritime 
Board (IMB) Piracy Reporting Center, the vessel was inter¬ 
cepted by the Philippine Coast Guard and seven Indonesian 
pirates were arrested. 

Full of surprises, modern pirates have added a new twist 
to stealing ships. In the past year a new trend has emerged in 
the waters around Indonesia and Malaysia, whereby pirates 
attack and kidnap the crew for ransom. Previously confined 
to Somali waters, this ploy usually does not involve exorbi¬ 
tant sums: Ship owners usually pay to avoid complications. 

Though the number of these incidents hasn’t been large, 
the ICC reckons that most such attacks go unreported 
because owners are warned that they or their families will 
suffer if they don’t comply with the demand for secrecy. 

A British security authority maintains that this kind of sit¬ 
uation plays directly into the hands of people associated with 
an organization like al-Qaeda, especially since Indonesia has 
one of the world’s largest Muslim populations. Strategists 
point out that conditions in South Asia are ideal for any such 
group to use coercion to grab a ship — and buy the time 
needed to set in motion a train of events that could end with 
British or American dead. We’ve already seen the beginning 
of this potentiality in the southern Philippines. 

Aware of this potential and under considerable American 
pressure to do something about it, both the Jakarta and 
Manila governments have recently detached warships from 
their fleets to patrol the areas worst affected. Last February, 
Indonesia sent six navy ships to the Malacca Straits, which 
separate Indonesia from Malaysia. The busiest sea-lane in the 
world, some 600 ships pass through this waterway daily. 
Indonesian Navy spokesman Admiral Franky Kayhatu dis¬ 
closed that his country now had a fleet of 26 ships and 10 air¬ 
craft conducting patrols throughout his nation’s waters. 



(above) Modern piracy has become big, brazen business. 
This oil tanker was recently hijacked by pirates, and an 
attempt made to give it a new name and identity — before 
it was arrested by the Indian Navy, (below) No pirate oper¬ 
ation is a match for the maritime might of any industrial 
nation — but U.S. warships, such as the destroyer U.S.S. 
Peterson, seen here patrolling the Med, are spread thinly 
across the world’s oceans and, as the world’s policeman, 
America can only be as affective as its assets allow. 
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A Problem in All Waters 

None of these events can be viewed in isolation. According 
to the International Chamber of Commerce Weekly Piracy 
Report for 25 March this year, there was at least one pirate 
attack or attempted hijack every day the previous week. These 
ranged from attempts to hijack oil tankers at the Pertamina oil 
terminal in Indonesia as well as at Halida, India, to an effort 
to gain control over a bulk carrier in Vietnamese waters. 
There were similar reports from Nigeria. Before that, a 
Honduran ship with a cargo of coal, the TB Ocean Silver ,; was 
seized by pirates off the coast of Central America. 

The same week, the tug Guan Seng 2, together with a 
barge — lying at anchor at Tanjung Balai in the Java Sea — 
was hijacked by pirates. Though the crew was unhurt, both 
craft are still missing. The ICC reports that the names, col¬ 
ors and flags of both craft have probably been changed, 


who have attempted to board merchant ships. It also stress¬ 
es that Somali waters offer the highest risk of all for hijack¬ 
ings, and ships are warned to keep at least 50 miles — and if 
possible 100 miles — from that coast 

• South and Central America 

Countries listed with piracy problems by the ICC, some of 
them serious, are Brazil, Columbia, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela. 

In a bid to limit maritime piracy, the ICC recommends 
that in the light of events following 11 September, all ships 
maintain active anti-piracy watches. They should also report 
attacks and suspicious movements of craft to the IMB Piracy 
reporting Center, in Kuala Lumpur. 

Ship owners haven’t been altogether inactive, as well. In 
conjunction with the International Maritime Board and law- 
enforcement agencies around the world, CLS (a European 
satellite company) has established the Shiploc system where- 



Portland, Oregon, is typical of known terrorist tar¬ 
gets: As one of the biggest shipping terminals on 
the West Coast , its gas and fuel ships are a major 
terrorist target — or, if successfully hijacked , a 
weapon of mass destruction. 

which is the standard modus operandi in this 
type of freebooting. 

Before that, a gang of 15 pirates hijacked a 
Malaysian tanker in the South China Sea. 

They beat up the captain, held his crew cap¬ 
tive and took their time about siphoning off 
2,500 tons of fuel oil onto another small 
tanker that had been waiting nearby and was 
brought alongside after they had gained con¬ 
trol. Observers said afterwards that the entire 
operation was extremely well managed and there were indi¬ 
cations of contacts inside the “system.” For instance, it all 
happened so quickly that there was no time for the crew to 
send out distress signals. 

Piracy flash points highlighted by the ICC for the month 
of March include: 

• Southeast Asia and the Indian Sub-Continent 

Malaysia’s Malacca Straits, as well as the ports from 
Penang and Sandakan: Bangladesh (Chittagong and Mongla at 
berth): India (Chennai, Cochin, Haldia, Kandla and Tuticorin 
anchorages): the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

•Africa and the Red Sea 

Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Guinea, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Cameroon, Angola, Ghana. The report warns that in the Gulf 
of Aden there are several squadrons of between four to six 
fast boats crewed by men with modern automatic weapons, 


by pirated ships can be tracked by satellite. The heart of the 
system is a small device the size of a shoebox, that is secret¬ 
ed onboard with its own back-up battery. Once grabbed, the 
ship continues to relay data about its position, course and 
other details to facilitate easy tracking. Such devices can be 
secreted in containers of high-value cargo, as well. 

Several ships have been recovered in this way, including 
the Tirta Niagra which last year had left Penang’s 
Butterworth Pier with a cargo of palm oil bound for India. 

There is also a strong move — currently being urgently 
initiated by Washington — that all seagoing vessels of more 
than 500 tons be fitted with transponders, not altogether 
unlike the equipment provided by Shiploc. 

These devices are likely to be similar to those fitted on all 

Continued on page 81 
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Is Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher A POW In Iraq? 

by Dale B. Cooper 


has been more than 11 years since Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Speicher’s F/A-18 Hornet was 
apparently shot down by an Iraqi MiG-25 Foxbat’s 
air-to-air missile on Night One of the Persian Gulf War 
while flying a suppression-of-enemy-air-defenses [SEAD] 
mission about 130 miles southwest of Baghdad. 

To date, the U.S. government still doesn’t know 
“Spike’s” fate. However, an Iraqi Lieutenant General, who 
defected from Iraq in 1986, has told 50F that Speicher was 
alive when he hit the ground in the Iraqi desert during the 



night of 17 January 1991 — and has been a prisoner of war 
since then. 

During an exclusive interview with SOF, Lieutenant 
General Fawzi al-Shamari, who commanded nine divisions 
during the lraq-Iran war, said the information came from an 
Iraqi soldier who defected last year. 

“The soldier says he saw the missing American pilot 
about six months ago, before Thanksgiving [2001], in a 
prison in Tikrit, Saddam Hussein’s hometown, some 100 
miles north of Baghdad,” said Fawzi. 

At the time the former prison guard alleges to have seen 
Lieutenant Commander Speicher, he was being held with 
some Kuwaiti POWs who Saddam has also denied holding 
in captivity. 

“The guard told us that the American was in bad shape. 
He had been beaten, and was bruised, apparently from beat¬ 
ings he has sustained over the years,” Fawzi said. 

Some officials in Washington have thrown cold water on 
reports like this. They suggest that if Iraq had captured 
Speicher on the night he ejected from his crippled fighter, 
Saddam Hussein would have tried to exploit him long ago. 

“Not so,” says General Fawzi who believes the day will 
come when Saddam Hussein will offer to trade Speicher for 
something he wants. 

This alleged sighting has generated a lot of interest at the 
highest levels of the Department of Defense. Recently, 1 was 
contacted by three special agents from the Defense 
Intelligence Agency who wanted to know what General 
Fawzi had told me. 

Asked about Fawzi’s credibility, one of the agents, an 
acknowledged expert on Iraq, told SOF, “Fawzi is a straight- 
shooter,” although the agent couldn’t necessarily vouch for 
some other general officers overseas who serve as a conduit 
for information coming out of Iraq. 


U.S. Navy pilot Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher was shot down over 
Iraq in 1991 while flying his F/A-18 fighter during the first night of 
Operation Desert Storm. U.S. intelligence agencies have obtained 
information indicating that Speicher might be alive and in captivi¬ 
ty in Iraq. The U.S. Navy has moved Speicher's status from "Killed 
in Action" to "Missing in Action." 
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March Madness 

The Washington Times reported that in early March of 
this year British intelligence told American counterparts of 
an American pilot being held captive in Baghdad. 

The newspaper reported that the British alerted U.S. 
investigators that an Iraqi source had told them that only 
two high-ranking Iraqi officials were permitted to see the 
American pilot. 

This was not the only alleged sighting that surfaced in 
March. The New York Times reported that two Iraqi defec¬ 
tors who worked in Iraqi intelligence said they had worked 
in an underground prison where 
80 Kuwaitis captured during the 
Gulf War were being held. 

“Saddam is a sick motherfuck¬ 
er,” said a DoD agent who has 
been working the Speicher case 
for years, and is the reputed 
expert when it comes to its infor¬ 
mation. He told SOF he has 
briefed everyone who has a need 
to know: key members of 
Congress, the White House, 

Defense Department, State 
Department, Central Intelligence 
Agency and Defense Intelligence 
Agency. 

“We are bound and deter¬ 
mined to find out what happened 
to Speicher,” said the agent, who 
asked not to be identified. 

Last November, the Virginian- 
Pilot newspaper in Norfolk, Va., 
home of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet, 
asked the Iraqi Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to account for 
Speicher’s disappearance. 

Dr. Fahmi El-Qaisy, head of 
the ministry’s legal department, 
said the Iraqi government doesn’t 
have Speicher. He offered the fol¬ 
lowing explanation: 

“It is believed that the pilot 
had either perished while he 
was on the ground or been eaten 
by ravenous animals in the 
region or buried by a shepherd 
at the time and that the elapse 
of five years before initiating the 
process of fact-finding makes it 
difficult to find any trace of 
him,” El-Qaisy said. 

The night Speicher was was 
shot down, then-Secretary of 


Defense Dick Cheney told a Pentagon news conference the 
33-year-old naval aviator from Jacksonville, Florida was dead. 

OoO Decided Speicher’s Fate Early On 

On 22 May 1991, the United States Navy approved the 
official “finding of death.” 

Before Speicher’s status was officially changed from MIA 
to KIA, Republican Senators Bob Smith, of New Hampshire, 
and Rod Gramms, of Minnesota, say Pentagon officials told 
them evidence had not been found to indicate that Speicher 
could have survived the crash. 

Smith and Gramms claim a Qatari military officer and 
his hunting party came upon 
Speicher’s wreckage in Decem¬ 
ber 1993. 

When asked what is worth 
hunting in the desert of south¬ 
western Iraq, the DoD agents who 
quizzed me said the hunting party 
was engaged in the ancient sport 
of falconry when they stumbled 
upon the wreckage of Speicher’s 
plane. They say in early 1994 the 
general officer, who currently 
works in the Qatari Foreign 
Ministry, forwarded to U.S. mili¬ 
tary officials pictures of the 
plane’s cockpit canopy, and a 
piece of metal with serial num¬ 
bers on it. One of the agents who 
has been intimately involved in 
the Speicher case “for years” told 
SOF the Qatari officer also carried 
out the HUD, or heads-up display, 
from the cockpit. 

Asked about a report that the 
Qatari officer also saw the ejection 
seat near the crash site, the agent 
told SOF, “I can’t confirm that 
report,” but the agent added, “He 
was a pilot, and would have cer¬ 
tainly been familiar with ejection 
seats had he seen one that day.” 

Answering a request from the 
National Alliance of POW and 
MIA Families in July 1999, 
Robert Jones, then-Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for POW/MIA Personnel Affairs 
said no radio calls [Mayday] or 
beepers [Emergency Locator 
Beacon] were heard and no sig¬ 
nals were observed that night. 

“Upon completion of the 
strike group’s mission, Search- 



(above) Canopy of Speicher’s jet stands like a tomb¬ 
stone in the Iraqi desert, (below) Rim of cockpit found 
intact at crash site. 



Crash-site specialists did locate the canopy, evidence Speicher had begun the ejection sequence, 
but were unable to locate the ejection seat the Qatari officer said he saw near the impact area. 
They also located a U.S. Nomex flight suit approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast 
of the crash site, but found no sign of human remains. 
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and-Rescue [SAR] forces were alert¬ 
ed and possible divert airfields were 
contacted with negative results,” 
wrote Jones. 

“Upon termination of combat 
operations in Iraq, the Government 
of Iraq returned remains purported¬ 
ly associated with Lt. Cmdr. 

Speicher to U.S. Government con¬ 
trol,” added Jones, “However these 
remains were later determined not 
to correlate to Speicher through 
blood-typing and DNA analysis.” 

Following up on a lead obtained 
through from the Qatari General, 

Jones told the Alliance of Families 
the crash site was located in 
December 1993 by a Qatari hunting party, and confirmed in 
April 1994 by U-2 photo files. 

In May 1994 — more than three years after Speicher’s 
plane was downed — Pentagon officials indicated in a secret 
memorandum that a U.S. spy satellite had photographed a 
“man-made symbol” at the crash site earlier that year. 

Pentagon planners devised a covert operation in 1994 to 
search the site for clues to Speicher’s fate, but the clandes¬ 
tine mission was killed in December 1994 by Army General 
John Shalikashvili, then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. He decided the risk of U.S. casualties was simply too 
high to justify the secret mission. 

In 1995, crash-site specialists from the U.S. Navy, and foren¬ 
sic anthropologists from the Casualty Identification Laboratory 
in Hawaii entered Iraq under the auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] with permission from 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein to visit the crash site. 

They found the site in the desert, but noted a large back¬ 
fill present in the area where the cockpit should have been 
located. This led them to believe the original site had been 
excavated, and picked clean of critical parts. 

Crash-site specialists did locate the canopy, evidence 
Speicher had begun the ejection sequence, but were unable 
to locate the ejection seat the Qatari officer said he saw near 
the impact area. They also located a U.S. Nomex flight suit 


approximately 3.5 kilometers north¬ 
east of the crash site, but found no 
sign of human remains. In addition, 
the team also discovered life-sup¬ 
port equipment and a 20mm shell 
approximately 1 kilometer east of 
the flight suit. 

Jones says the relatively good 
condition of the flight suit and pilot- 
related materials, the method in 
which they were found, and the 
presence of a 20mm shell indicate 
these items may not have originated 
where they were recovered. 

Declassified Document 

On 19 March 1999, Senators 
Smith and Gramms wrote to then-Navy Secretary Richard 
Danzig asking him to reconsider and change or modify the 
“finding of death” determination made by the Secretary of 
the Navy’s designee on 22 May 1991 with respect to Lt. 
Cmdr. Speicher. 

Persistent reports that Speicher might have survived the 
shootdown prompted Danzig to take the rare action of chang¬ 
ing Speicher’s status on 11 January 2001 to Missing in Action. 

Now, Republican Senator Pat Roberts, of Kansas, who 
sits on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and the 
Armed Services Committee, wants Speicher, who was born 
in Kansas City, Kan., to be listed as a Prisoner of War. 

No parachute was seen during the night-time engage¬ 
ment in the skies west of Baghdad, nor was there any 
attempt by Speicher to signal by radio, beacon or other 
means, but the intel community concluded that the lack of 
a parachute, radio call or other signals are not definitive 
indicators of a pilot’s death. 

Shortly after coalition forces signed a ceasefire agree¬ 
ment with Iraq, that country began repatriating captured 
coalition personnel. Iraq released 21 U.S. military person¬ 
nel to the custody of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on 4 and 5 March 1991. 

With the exception of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher and a Saudi 
Arabian pilot, all other coalition airmen downed over land 
during the war with Iraq were account¬ 
ed for. Baghdad either released the air¬ 
men or returned their remains which 
were later positively identified. 

Later in March 1991, Iraq returned a 
small amount of human remains from a 
pilot identified only as “Mickel,” How¬ 
ever, subsequent DNA tests preformed 
on a soft tissue fragment and hair bear¬ 
ing “skin” allegedly related to Speicher 
determined the remains were human, 
but not those of Michael Scott Speicher. 

Although the agent who has been 
working the Speicher case for a very 
long time refused to reply to the ques¬ 
tion, “Is Speicher dead of alive?” one 
gets the impression he feels he is alive. 
Why would he be so interested in what 
the Iraqi general had to say if Speicher 
was dead? 

In December 1993, the document 
obtained by SOF indicates a U.S. F/A- 
18 crash site in southwestern Iraq was 



Post-Operation Desert Storm assessment photograph of an Iraqi aircraft bunker with the 
remains of a MIG-25 Foxbat after being attacked with a 2,000-pound laser-guided bomb. 
This photograph was shown by Maj. Gen. Charles F. Wald, U.S. Air Force , during a press 
briefing on NATO Operation Allied Force in the Pentagon on 28 May 1999. 



With afterburners blazing, a U.S. Navy F/A-18 
Hornet , like the one Speicher flew, launches from 
USS Enterprise (CVN65) for a night-time strike 
against Iraq on 17 December 1998 during 
Operation Desert Fox. 
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located and U.S. authorities were 
notified. The wreckage was con¬ 
firmed to be that of Lt. Cmdr. 

Speicher’s aircraft. The site was 
located on imagery in April 1994, 
using U.S. U-2 imagery taken in 
1991, and officially designated, 

“BUNO 163470.” 

On 14 February 1995, the 
ICRC, at the request of the 
United States Government, con¬ 
tacted Iraq about the U.S. desire 
to excavate the crash site. 

Baghdad delayed the request 
until late October 1995 before 
granting permission for the 
team’s entry into Iraq. 

The investigators passed the 
approximate location of the crash 
site to their Iraqi counterparts on 
the night of 9 December. The 
next morning, the team of about 
two dozen experts traveled to the 
site in the vicinity of Tulu ad al- 
Dulaym, Wadi Thumayl, Repub¬ 
lic of Iraq, where it spent the 
next six days charting the loca¬ 
tion of wreckage and sifting 
through the sand for Speicher’s 
remains. They were allowed to 
bring only authorized equip¬ 
ment. No video of the site was 
permitted, although team mem¬ 
bers were allowed to take still 
photographs, some of which SOF has obtained. The quali¬ 
ty of the pictures is poor, because the team members who 
shot them were not professional photographers and were 
not using high-quality digital cameras. 

The ICRC team found evidence that the site had been 
expertly searched within one month prior to its arrival in 
Iraq. And a U.S. Navy F/A-18 aircraft mishap investigator 
who participated in the site survey believes major portions 
of the cockpit and instrument bay section were removed 
years prior to the team’s arrival in Iraq. 

Speicher Apparently Punched-Out 

Analysis of the wreckage by U.S. Navy experts conclud¬ 
ed that Speicher initiated the ejection sequence, jettisoned 
the canopy, and likely ejected from his stricken aircraft 
prior to the crash. 

U.S. Navy analysis of the wreckage showed the forward 
part of Speicher’s aircraft suffered a “catastrophic” even in 
the early morning hours of 17 January 1991. 

A member of the “Sunliners” of Strike Fighter Squadron 
Eight-One (VFA-81),Carrier Air Wing 17, he had launched 
off the deck of USS Saratoga in the Red Sea and was to have 
participated in an airstrike in southwestern Iraq when he 
was apparently jumped by an Iraqi MiG and shot down. 

At the time his aircraft was hit, Speicher’s jet was travel¬ 
ing at .92 mach, or 540 knots, at 28,000 feet. Analysis 
reveals the Hornet suffered a severe loss of power prior to 
the canopy being jettisoned. Evidence indicates the impact 
of the Iraqi air-to-air missile threw the aircraft laterally off 
its flight path at least 50 to 60 degrees, subjecting Speicher 
and his aircraft to a minimum 6-G load. 


According to U.S. Navy data, 
non-combat F/A-18 ejection statis¬ 
tics reveal that 90 percent of all 
pilots who pull the handle survive. 
This same data shows that of the 
pilots who ejected over land and 
survived, 70 percent were injured 
in some way. 

U.S. Navy investigators con¬ 
cluded that the pilot was not inca¬ 
pacitated by the missile hit. Flight 
surgeons and aircraft life-support 
experts believe Speicher would 
have had at least 85- to 90-percent 
chance of surviving [with second- 
degree burns to exposed skin] the 
resultant flash-fire and aerody¬ 
namic forces that brought down 
his aircraft. 

Several Gulf War veterans and 
U.S. military aircrew say Speicher 
was probably well-protected from 
the flash-fire by his Nomex flight 
suit. But Navy experts concluded 
that Speicher probably was 
injured during ejection. These 
injuries could have resulted from 
the fury of being hurled out of a 
plane going more than 500 miles 
per hour, or the shock of hitting 
the ground in darkness. 

Investigators were able to exam¬ 
ine other parts of the aircraft, 
including large portions of the 
wings and fuselage behind the cockpit, the cockpit canopy 
frame, the engines and wing pylons. In addition, the team 
recovered a data-storage unit and fragments of life-support 
equipment, as well as a flight suit handed over by the Iraqis. 

The Big Mystery 

During the six days the survey team spent at the crash 
site in desert of southwestern Iraq, the Iraqi escort officers 
directed ICRC team members to a Bedouin boy who pur¬ 
portedly “found” a flight suit shortly after the crash. 

A subsequent examination by the Casualty Identification 
Laboratory Hawaii concluded it showed minimal weather¬ 
ing and adherent soil. 

In its report to the Senate Intelligence Committee, the 
CIA said, “We believe the Iraqis planted the flight suit near 
the site where the Iraqis claimed it was discovered.” 

But no one, including U.S. Navy experts, has been able 
to explain the fact that the suit was the same type and size 
worn by Michael Speicher. Navy experts who examined the 
flight suit determined that the location and shape of the 
Velcro used to affix patches to the suit were correct for 
Speicher and his squadron. Furthermore, the condition of 
the flight suit indicated that the naval aviator was not in the 
aircraft when it impacted the ground. 

Specialists determined that damage to the recovered 
flight suit indicates it was exposed to heat for only a few 
seconds. The suit showed only a trace of possible blood, 
although SOF has been told DNA testing was unable to 
determine if the stain was Speicher’s blood. 

Continued on page 76 



The wreckage of Speicher’s F/A-18 in Iraq. 
Investigators concluded that both engines were in rel¬ 
atively good shape and had no "entrance or exit 
wounds, ” indicating battle damage . 
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#1 WORLD SUPPLIER 
P.A.I. BODY ARMOR 
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SILVERMANS 


2 Harford Street Mile End 
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Approved 


MENS WOMEN! 

Train at home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili¬ 
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 


SAS Windproof Smock 
Genuine Ihuo 
Superb windproof 
material. NEW £90.00 
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Soldier '95 
PLCE DPM £ 126.00 
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RAF 

Navy 
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Baa 1-888-33 PVT EYE 
ESI 413-584-2140 


SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 


- 

Army, Navy <5rRAF 
Craw Wooty Putty 100% 
Wool & Cloth Potohas 
NEW £36.00 


535 No. Farms Hd, Northampton, MA 01062 


DPM Para Smock 
NEW from £70.00 


www. pvteye .com 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$249.95 & UP 
W/ FREE TRAUMA 
PLATE 

AND TACTICAL VESTS 

STARTING AT 

$375.00 & UP 

Also Available Level III & IV 
Steel & Ceramic Plates 


e-ffiafJ: sofiSfni/ifary.co.uJi 


Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 
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TOLL FREE/FREE CATALOG 
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MOWMB? 


FREE BROCHURE 


Tu.GSTILnONE EbliAhCLIlb iLLEOAi. J~ CANADA 

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE USA 


All the camo in the world 


RMw I- 


ELjffERIE 


won t mask the sound 


of a twig snapping 
under a 


boot... 


City/State/Zip 


Mail Tu: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Marine 

P.O. Box 34R r Mount Morris, IL 01054-3904 


HANDMADE 

KNIVES 


Arkansas Knifesmith 

EXCELLENCE SINCE 1970 ^ 

n^«loncr X, Malfr>r 


Designer & Maker 
OfFIral Blood & 
Ram bo Knives j 


WHAT YOU CANT 
SEE 


i **7 ini mfim .cziiKuuwt ! 

ipI hQdfls 1 "■ E«iflCf3 I 


WwW saw*r; o.Tk 


Gray 

Ghost 


Silver Greek 


A Sound Advantage 


Also Lay-away 


HF 2721 S. Arkansas Ave. 
r Russellville, AR 72802 
501-968-2011 • FAX: 501-968-4640 

www.lileknives.com 
email: knives@iileknives.com 


Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 


1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 

www.silvercreekindustries.com 


• SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ JULY 2002 


52 


www.sofmag.cam 







































CALL OR WRITE TODAY 


We are committed to your success. 
Crime does not wait, will you? 


D 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 

• Photo ID Cards—all 50 States 

• “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 

• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 

• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 

• Police/Military ID and Patches 

• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 

• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 

• “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 

• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! 


nt\a l»Mh \? uteP i: Ly. " * $5.00 
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i Sia?&. Zip: 

: Phone; (_ ) _ 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24.95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

[ j Latest Book Catalog FREE 

Name._ 

Address_ 


R 


WWWAFsUBS.ee r/ ■ RUSH'd^R 
Saidn: flFS mtik foe 931 a Eard FI 330(75 


L.A. LAW ENFORCERS 

11D7 Tieton Hr, • YaMina, WA 9BDD2 

(5Q9) 457-9D33 • Website: lajHWRfrimerSiCom 


For free catalog and more information 

877-569-5556 

sales@jungletoy.com 


# ER102 PACKAGE 


Only 

$249.99 


* One ICSMP5 A2 Electric AEG with 
200rds Hi-Cap Magazine (ER102) 
(Battery and Charger Included) 

* One Extra Hi-Cap Mag. (ER101-MAG) 

* One Clip Connector (UGP004) 

* One bag of 0.20G 2000rds BB(BA203) 


Newill 


RayRa 


CAPITALIZE ■ 
ON CRIME L 


Need NEW ID? 


# GR005-L85 A1 Bullpup, GAS Rifle 
(Please call us for details, Thank you.) 


GR005-$185.99 
AIR TANK INCLUDED 




TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 
12 HR. RECORDER 


FCC 

Approved 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

I Transmits to any FM 

\ radio up to 1/2 mi. 
Yjw \ Easy to assemble kit. 

\ Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
^$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter- 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 


EARN 

HUNDREDS 

DAILY! 


POLICE/MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 


ii can 
Pay HUGE 
Profits! 


Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 
OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 


We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 
personal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offering the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 

We can meet or beat any price on the market. 

10% pepper sprays 


• 4 oz. 
Fogger 

Retell $22.95 
SejiNpIl} $6.95 


Key Chain Sprayer 

Retell $19.95 
Sample $4.25 


Electronic Stun Guns 


Security Plus® 
100,000 Volt 
Straight or 
Curved 

Retail $69.95 
Sample $22.25 


Security 

Plus® 

500,000 Volt 
Curved Only 

Retail $139.95 
Sample $49.95 


Security Plus®300,000 Volt Baton 

Retail $129.95 MMnMMNMUdf 


BATONS 
BODYARMOR 
HANDCUFFS 
METAL DETECTORS 
MINE DETECTORS 
OPTICS 
NIGHT VISION 
SPY EQUIPMENT 
BOMB BLANKETS 
BOMB SUITS 


FIRE GEAR 
HELMETS 
TEAR GAS 
STUN GUNS 

And much, 
much more... 


Tamiami International 
Equipment, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 
Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 
E-Mail: tamiami@gate.net 
Shop online: www.tamiamiarmor.com 


HOB MO MALE THERAPY 
Grl'jhuliy 

EqtfH-EoIln now available ^ 
for humans, j£ 

This stacked Testosterone, GH 
TBCDVery cycle couh enhance T 

Elevated hormonal m 

levels will drastically 1 ncrease #"*£ 

your body's ability to create flfwD? 
lean muscle mass. Get that 
ripped body builder physique 
with EQUA-BOUN 

-■i • 

TO ORDER BY CREDIT CARD 
OR C.O.D. CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-869-9080 

100% Money Back Guarantee. 


NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL y 
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Classified marketplace 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per 
insertion, $60 minimum. Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. 
Repeat your same ad in another section for half price. “Dingbats” (✓,#,■ ), bold words (other than first 3-4): 
$5.00/each extra. Computer word count of grammatically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 
303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word; abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. 
Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail 
classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail: tcham- 
bers19@home.com. NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete 
or change any copy that we consider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements 
for personal services, including ‘will do anything’ or ‘go anywhere’ type ads. Advertisers offering information packets 
for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 


PHOTO 
ID CARD 
KITS 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEED! 

Our Professional quality 
laminated photo cards will 
amaze your associates! We 
provide the cards, plastic 
laminae and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 
photo. Your photo Card can 
be finished in the privacy of 
your home! the result is a 
distinctive, professional 
system! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 
now! 

only $4.95 


PRESS 


American Press Association 


2 

0 

0 


OFFICIAL 

I a 

9 ^ 

/A. 

VTSSBmttJ 


REG.NO 335692 
C01 PresslD Card 


Select From 

□Cl 31 Inti Drivers Lie. 

OC34 Personal ID 
□Cl 33 Federal Security 
□C60 MAC-V (CIA) 

□Cl 31 inti Drivers Lie. 

□C31 Trcwei Agent 
□C68 Fugitive Recovery 
□CO4 Bounty Hunter 
□C203 Bail Enf. Agent 
□C232 Cert. Webmaster 


500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Build #?-^l5A 
Shreveport, LA. 71106 

Orders: (888) 642-0007 Customer Service; (318) 688-1365 
Fax: (318)688-1367 

Name: - 

Address: - 


These Kits: 

□Cl 0 Concealed Weapons 
□C01 Press ID 
□C72 Special Agent 
□Cl 1 Private Investigator 
□C211 Security Enforcement 
□Cl 3 Special Investigator 
QC51 Special Operations 
□Cl 7 Inti Drivers Permit 
□C201 Bail Bondsman 
□C233 Cert. Network Admin. 


Oty/State/Zip: ■ 
Credit Card: _ 


8D PAGE COLOR CATALOG $3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER. 

WWW.NIC-INC.COM 



BUSHP1LOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase - Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


www.thiswitBlihlaile.Gon 


MliHC ENTP 



Survival Training ("enter 

Basic, Small Arms, NBC. Extended 
courses including Sniper & Special OPS. 
Also Anti-Terrorist & Private Training. 
Send $2.00 for Infopac refundable to: 
MERC Entp 
P.O. Box 633 
Toast, NC 27049 



Pea DETECTIVE 

Explore a 
new 

adventure every day. 

Dynamic home stuay course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. 

|1-800-742-9007 Dept. 301 

www.detectivetraininq.com 


BOOKS R PUBUCATIOOS 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas¬ 
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog: 
$3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 
S.O.P.’S SURVIVAL OPERATING PROCED¬ 
URES HANDBOOK. Be prepared. Plan your 
survival. 93 pages. Send $12 check or M.O. 
to: G.l. Enterprises, PO Box 892, Cadillac, Ml 
49601 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear, ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 

_Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000_ 


BAGWELL 

Combat Knives Without Compromise 



903-926-7208 


P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 


FREEDOM THROUGH PREPAREDNESS. 

Quarterly survival newsletter, life membership 
and more. First issue free. One year $10.00. 
LFI, Box 375, Dolton, IL 60419-9998. 

HOW SIX PERFECT MURDERS WERE COM- 
MITTED and how they were solved. Boasting 
cost freedom. More info, e-mail 
inventor3@lvcm.com . 

THE “KISS” ANTI-TERRORIST Alliance 
Handbook. A guide to forming a citizen group 
that trains in the military arts. Non racist, non 
political, pro law enforcement. 96 pages with 
pictures. $8.50 to K. Yorke, S. 18820 Lois Dr., 
Cheney, WA 99004. 

HOCK HOCHHEIM’S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 

Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 706-866-2656. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 
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3 YEAR RESIDENTIAL 

KARATE PROGRAM 

ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY FOR YOUNG MEN, 17-23, 
RIGOROUS, FULL-CONTACT, ATHLETICALLY 
DEMANDING PROGRAM CREATING FIGHTERS AND 
INSTRUCTORS. NOT FOR DREAMERS OR NINJA 
WANNABE’S, ALL EXPENSES PAID. 
www.budokaratehouse.com 


American 

Bodyguard 

ASSOCIATION 

7915 S. Emerson Avf., Suite 296 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
1-800^220-4876 
www.americambodyguard.org 



Totally internal 
laser sights 


for semiauto 
handguns 


QQ All Models 
JOy Suggested Retail 



DRIVER S LICENSE 

UllMf 1 111 PI H ^ 


A L 1 LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 

. X-VM/JIJt DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
I"! NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 

EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 

•, FOR SOME VERY REVEALING INFOR MATION! 
r QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. SI 
P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 


BE ABLE TO DEFEND YOURSELF against 
anyone in less than 5 days. Regardless of 
your current condition or age. Learn what 
martial arts masters know with “Secrets of the 
Masters Self-Defense Guide.” Send ck/mo for 
$14.95 to: WCRB, Dept 1, PO Box 7450, 
Arlington, VA, 22207. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND M1L1- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. 
IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 

SECURE NEW IDENTITY - 100% Effective ~ 
Easy -- Fast - Book Shows System. $60.00 Money 
Order. Morphiss Press, Dept. SOF, 1000 W. 4th St. 
#359, Ontario, CA 91762 www.morphiss.com 


COLLECTORS | 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC¬ 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments, including SAS, Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 60- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 


■ VINTAGE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE T- 

SHIRTS FOR SALE. Discontinued styles, 
many SOF Convention and Match shirts. For list 
of styles, sizes, prices, and conditions, e-mail 
kmal@frii.com. 


HI 800-LASER-03 
www.lasermax-inc.com 


Need NEW IDO 

CREDIT-PRIVACY • 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • "Free Money” www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


spyoutlet.com 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 


Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 

• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
changer *12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125 00# locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog send $S uu to: 

SPY OUTLET 
2468 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Ton A WANDA NY 14150 |716) 695-8660 


FffMACML 


• Let the government finance your business 
idea. Satisfaction guaranteed! Call Now: 1-800- 
226-3601, ext BF7770 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 



available! Catalog on CD-ROM - rush $2.00. 
Research, 11270 Washington Blvd., Dept. EX, 
Culver City, CA 90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 or www.sf.research- 
assistance.com . 


FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 Underground 
Plans, New I.D., Money Making Plans, Mobile 
Magnetic Stripe Readers & Writers. T.I.C., P.O. 
Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 76053. www.theinfor- 
mation center.com 


FS BOOK COMPANY 

P.O. BOX 417457, OEPT, SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

Secrets of a Super | 

Counterfeit I.D. Made ————r-flfl ■ 

I.D. By Mail: 20 gqurces Fully ll lustralcd... .52S 
Privacy, How to Cel ll n How to Enjoy 
New LG. in America, by AnunymCuS UL . J . LUU S18 
The Anarchist 

Your is in the Mail_«__I 

Got fivch, Complftto Bock cf Dirty Tlcks„ rr ,S2fi I 
Screw the r ., r -l Divorce TpcSEca for Men.,I 

How To Buy Land Cheap,,^,,...315 

The Revenge Encydo|>adiD 1 ., L n. 

How to Gel Anything On Anybody'. 

The Whole Spy Cptnlog 1 . 

How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Cnnvicticn..51S 
Personal Defense Weapons...— 

The Paper Trip III Master Guide ta New LD..S29 
Home Workshop ProfeSilCn&l Lack Toolg.522 
The Complete Guide to Lock Picking. 

The Poor Man’s James Donrf Vol. .-S35 I 

The Poor Man’s James Bond Vol. #2* -535 | 

Poor Man’s James Bond 1 -A, CD-Rom.,.... J .550 
Drink as Much as You Wdnty Live Lortgetf^JSI5 
Granddad’s Wonderful Book / Chemistry*..^ I 
Who Are You?EhCyridpcitijd/pBtaonal I.D‘.,$45 | 

How to Start Your Own Cauftfi)__$13 

Do-lt YourSeN Medicine.. . ..| 

Credit The Cutting Edge*.«_.,....S£5 

Credit Secrets, How to Erase Bad C*edil_...S1B 
IDentity, Privacy, And Persona! FFee£tom + MF 34fl I 
The Modern Identity | 

The Big Book of Sacrtt Hiding Ptaent,.—317 
21st Century identity ni*TL»515 

Reborn in The SJSA.JIG GMltflhtfng™.,,*!^ | 

^^toliltoStirvielliflnw„.,$2£ Ccnsoned.-,.-.,$39 I 

Recreational Drugs...&25 Ur-jne Trouble.$2& | 

They're Watching You!..513 Scram..SI 3 

Our Vanishing PriVaty.513 Afirtad Ccim™. 517 I 
THE COMPLETE FS BOOK CATALOG.™.S£ | 

PRICES INCLUDE FREE SHIPPING! 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 

EDUC AT ION BOOKS 
MANY TITLES WE CANT LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 
Per Book And Allow 3-6 Days For 
Delivery. Surface Mail Is Free In The | 
USA, Allow 2-3 Weeks For Delivery, 
Orders Are Processed With'rn 24hrs. | 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10. 
Pacific Rim Add S15 T Per Book 
For Air Mail Delivery. 
‘Because Of Weight, Double The 
Shipping Rate On Books Marked (*) 
Books are sold to adults only for 
educational purposes in accordance 
with The First Amendment of the 
Constitution.There Is A S3 Pro. Fee 
On Credit Card Orders And Orders 
Under $15. All Orders Are Shipped 
In A Plain Box Or Package. 

All Orders Are Confidential! 

http://www.fsbookco.com 

SECURE SHOPPING CART 

FAX 1-916-771-4201 
Worldwide 1-916-771-4204 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Credit Card Orders 1-000-635-38B3 
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PRIVATE EYE 


Have a life of intrigue, 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! 

Call Or Write 



(310) 657-6333 


United States Academy 
of Private Investigation 
P.O. Box 2133 (SF) 
Beverly Hills, CA 90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 


“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 



WWW.MARKSCOTTSHOW.COM 

Mark Scott Show — Excelsior! Internet Talk 
Radio. U.S.M.C. — SEMPER FI. Show time: 9 
am to 12 noon EST. Rebroadcast starting at 12 
noon EST. 



FREE KNIFE CATALOG -- Steele Arms carries 
military, survival, and tactical knives, historical 
reproductions, and fantasy knives and swords. 
Call toll-free: 1-866-515-0320. 




LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 


DON’T TREAD ON ME. Patriotic hats, shirts, 
merchandise. Crisp embroidered interpretations 
of historic rattlesnake insignia defending Stars 
and Stripes. Let 'em know where you stand! 
www.DTOMlC.com 


RETIRE IN THE ORIENT. Affordable living/ 
incredible nightlife. FREE BROCHURE. DHP, 
Inc., 6433 Topanga Canyon Bl. #205, Canoga 
Park, CA 91303. 818-888-2021. 


■ Did this get your attention? How about • 
and ✓ ? These are dingbats — add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH AND 

your finances! Partner with the world leader in 
human nutrition and e-commerce wealth pro¬ 
duction. Visit http://www.WebHealthBiz.com or 
call 888-211-9104. 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 




Built to last 

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America's #1 Arch-Type Manuladurer 25X34 * 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty CAVliZ 

* Easy Financing Available 49X50 * JvA 110 

* Eosy Do-It-Yourself Construction 


Call Today I 800 526-1110 


50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 


REAL ESTATE 


MONTANA LAND. Mountain country, ten 
acres, very secluded in Western Montana. No 
utilities, gravel roads in, 45 minutes from town, 
lots of wildlife, buy on contract $24,000.00, 
$500.00 down, $248.00 per month. Call 406- 
883-6700. 



CUTTING EDGE OF PERSONAL SECURITY, 

pepper sprays, stun guns, tasers, knives, more! 
Also video and surveillance equipment. Free 
catalogs. Visit: www.arcticselfdefense.com/sof 

PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST ASSAULT! 

Mace, tasers, stun guns, more! Also hidden 
cameras and surveillance equipment. Free 
online catalog. Keystonesafetysecurity.com 



ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951, www.espionage-store.com 



AUGUST 2002 COURSES, basic, specialist, 
jungle, www.militaryskills.btinternet.co.uk/ or 
phone 403-289-0571. 


BE ABLE TO DEFEND YOURSELF against any¬ 
one in less than 5 days. Regardless of your cur¬ 
rent condition or age. Learn what martial arts 
masters know with Secrets of the Masters Self- 
Defense Guide. Send ck/mo for $14.95 to: WCRB 
Dept 1, PO Box 7450, Arlington, VA, 22207. 



Internationa! ‘Security Expert’ 
Mark D. Yates, invites you to 
train at GROUND ZERO’S® 600 
acre ‘purpose built Special 
Forces & VIP Protection 
Complex in Alabama USA. 

! For more info, call Mark on: 

.USA (205) 462 0694 

j Berkeley & Associates, Inc. 5 * 

I 59 Cherokee Hills Tuscaloosa 
i Alabama 35404 USA 
E-mail: Markdyates@aol.com > 
Fax:(205)462 1493 


BAIL ENFORCEMENT TRAINING: three-day 
course in bail contracts, fees, national opera¬ 
tions and networking. NIBE, Box 32230, 
Tucson, AZ 85751; 520-290-8051. 

TRAINING: WOODSCRAFT / TACTICAL / 

weapons skills. Basic and advanced. 20 years 
exp. S.R.T., P.O. Box 8835, Fayetteville, AR 
72703-0014 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 



FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. (No additional discounts apply.) 
This is a great way to get out the word on 
your site! 

WWW.M16PIGTAIL.COM (patent pending). 
End the “Short Barrel Blues.” Inquiries 505- 
757-3303. 

WWW.THESWITCHBLADE.COM — 

Beyond the Cutting Edge 

FIREARMS AND MILITARIA for sale. 
www.warrelicsshop.com 

WWW.PR6TECTIONSPECiALIST.COM. 

We provide Personal Protection Services, 
Antiterrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 

WWW.TSSPA.COM So you want to make 
some money. Guaranteed. 

WWW.NYREFUGEE.COM Get jobs you 
deserve, address you need, and tax advan¬ 
tages. 

FREEDOM PRODUCTS - passports, drivers 
licenses, anonymous debit cards, much more. 
www.expatworld.org 

CRAFTED WITH THE HIGHEST IDEALS of 

“De oppresso liber” in mind. Special COMSEC: 
www.computerlynx.net/tac-com/ 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND H 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UX WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead- 
fo{^Jandsjjnej>oldjDut^ 


ADVENTURE NOVELS OF SEX and violence 
and history. FREE Information: http://caravela 
books.com 

• THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 

www.heathconner.com 

LOW COST SURVIVAL FOOD! Visit 

www.natureiswonderful.com Great value! 
Books, videos, more! 

WWW.SILVER-INVESTOR.COM The world’s 
best site for Silver information. Toll Free 877- 
610-9962 

www.SecondAmendment.net News, essays, 
and practical advice for ordinary people on 
RKBA. 

“ALWAYS LISTENING” www.pennycircus.net 

COMPLETE ID INFORMATION. Guide to inter- 
net ID sites, www.idfreakz.com 

GET AN ANONYMOUS ADDRESS. No ID 

needed. Mail Forwarded Weekly, www.world- 
widemaildrop.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal- 
Controlled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 

20,000+ MILITARY FIELD & TECHNICAL 
MANUALS - CD-ROM or printed. 
www.CHQsoftware.com 

FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE. 

Information is power. www.global- 
infosearch.com 

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com 

BUCKSHOT S ' CAMP. Survival Snares, 

Videos, Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, 
Gill nets, www.buckshotscamp.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystai-Con- 
trolled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 



www.spycountry.com 


• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 

• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 


SNEAKY BASTARDS COVERT OUTFITTERS 

The Premier Professional Equipment Supplier of 
Surveillance and Counter Intelligence Equipment. 
Bulletproof Products, Operations Gear, Wireless 
Audio and Video, Remote Monitoring, Personnel 
and Vehicle Tracking, Night Vision, Books and 
Videos and more..._ 

Visit us online: www.sneakybastards.com 
Order toll-free: 1 (877) 763-2592 


NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 

Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 

✓ NEW MAGAZINE ON SURVIVAL. Visit 
online survival magazine, www.modernsur- 
vival.net, from Jim Benson, former editor of 
American Survival Guide Magazine. 

USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air Rescue 
unit insignia for sale, www.aircommando.com 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military equipment, firearms and firearms 
accessories, www.rangerarms.com 

■ Did this get your attention? How about • 
and ✓ ? These are dingbats — add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands 
of related shooting products, www.gunacces- 
sories.com 



BLACKJACKET 

PRINTED LEFT CHEST AND FULL BACK WHITE PRINT 


* 69 . 


90 


SIZES; 11,1, XL 
ADD 5.00 FOR XXL, 
ORXXXL 


ADD 15.95 
FOR SHIPPING 
AND HANDLING 


i mm 



S.O.S. 

P.O.Box 2205 
Carmichael, Ca 95609 

Allow 1 to 3 iveeAs 
for delivery 
U.S. Priority Mail 


AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices -- Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592- 
8014 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, 
Rifle scopes, www.americansupply.net 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.militarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykit.com 



Airborne Magazine .78 

American Bodyguard 

Association.21 

Bushrag.com.34 

Camelbak .11 

Chase Durer.Cover 4 

CZ-USA .27 

DPMS.28 

DSArms.28 

Eden Press.53 

Encounter Books.29 

Enigma Books.12 

Fobus Holsters .14 

Global School 

Of Investigation.52 


Glock . 15 

Hellstorm.3 

Hydrastorm.Cover 2 

Inter-American Security 

Products. 52 

ISRS Publishing .78 

Jungle Toy.53 

Kent Lomont.58 

LA Law Enforcers .53 

Laser Devices.12 

Lile Handmade Knives .52 

Maxsell.10 

McCann Industries .74 

Michael Garman Productions . .26 

Military Book Club .18-19 

One-Stop Knife Shop.16 

Paladin Press.5 


Para Ordnance ........Cover 3 


Pickmasters . .34 

7.62 Design. .16 

S&KLabs .52,53 

Silver Creek Industries .52 

Silvermans .52 

SOF Subscriptions ........ .35 

SOF T-Shirts.28 

SOG Sales .13 

Southern Ordnance.. .78 

Spec Ops Brand ...17 

Steve Arnold's Gunroom .29 

Tamiami Int’l Equipment.53 

Thompson Cigar Co.9 

Threat Response Systems .. .7-8 

USI Corp.53 

Wiggy's.34 
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Open 9 to 5 MST, Monday - Friday 

■CENT A. LOMONT 

Lomont Precision Bullets 

278 Sandy Creek Road • Salmon, Idaho 83467 

Manufacturer & Dealer of Destructive Devices and Machine Guns 

Phone (208) 756-6819 • Fax:(208)756-6824 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR CANNONS, MACHINE GUNS AND ACCESSORIES. 

NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE. WILL TRAVEL. COMPLETE APPRAISAL SERVICE. 
FOR COMPLETE LIST OF MACHINE GUNS, SUPPRESSORS AND DESTRUCTIVE 
DEVICES, PLEASE SEND SASE (57 CENTS). 

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF A FEW GUNS THAT ARE IN STOCK NOW! 


2” 5 BARREL HOTCHKISS CANNON on carriage built by Mike Suchka, 2600 lbs. Call for price 

45-70 AND 30-06 GATLING GUNS IN STOCK Call for price 

45-70 Hotchkiss cannon w/ limber built by Mike Suchka, weighs 45 lbs. (Yes, it shoots!) $15000 

Bethlehem Steel 1916 model 37mm cannon, restored! 25rds of New Ammo $20,000 

US Gov’t Edgewood Arsenal M2 4.2 Mortar in new condition! $9,500 

Russian 1941 50mm Mortar in very good condition! $950 

Colt M203 40mm Grenade Launcher in like-new condition $4,000 

Armalite AR-18 made in Costa Mesa, CA. Really nice C&R .223! $6,000 

German Stg44 all original and matching numbers. Nice! $12,500 

Heckler & Koch 21 belt fed, original, not converted. Beautiful! $40,000 

H&R Ml4 original jungle carbine from H&R museum. Rare! $12,000 

Colt model 01 with original sling and magazine. Really nice C&R! $12,500 

Colt AR15/M16A1 “US Property marked” Nice shape! $10,000 

Maremont M60 (civilian issue) excellent condition. Serial Number SM25. $20,000 

Smith & Wesson model 76 with 2 magazines. Like new! C&R $3,800 



LONG RANGE 
RIFLE SYSTEM 
CALIBER .50 BROWNING 


klomont@salmoninternet.com 

www.klomont.com 


Nightforce NXS is the only riflescope in the world to offer the following: 


Package 

Price 


IN STOCK NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
HASKINS DESIGNED IVER JOHNSON/AMAC 
MODEL 5100 LONG RANGE RIFLE: 


• Unfailing performance under 
extreme environmental conditions. 

• The best light management and 
resolution in the industry. 

• Proprietary 4-layer broadband 
multi-coating, exceeding the tough¬ 
est mil-spec abrasion test. 

• 56mm triple element objective 
lens assembly provides exception¬ 
al resolution and greater light 
management. 

• High density optical glass with pre¬ 
cise refractive and dispersion qualities. 

• Superior light transmission and contrast is achieved using proprietary 4-layer broadband 
multi-codting, exceeding the toughest mil-spec abrasion test. 

• Zero-tolerance lens securing method assures no possible movement of the optical 
elements due to recoil, thermal change or impact. 


NXS MODELS 

3.5- 15x50 NXS (illuminated) $1200 

3.5- 15x56 NXS (illuminated) $1250 

5.5- 22x56 NXS (illuminated) $1330 

8-32x56 NXS (illuminated) $1440 

12-42x56 NXS (illuminated) $1570 

Mildot - 30mm Tube 
The Best .50 Scopes Yet! 


Gun with rings 
and base 

Nightforce 
Extreme NXS 
5.5x22-56mm 

Pelican Hard 
Case Cut out 
for gun 


Massive machined 4140 receiver; adjustable cheekpiece, 
buttstock and bipod. The 31” Badger Barrels Inc. 4145 
broached chrome molly barrels are 32-34 Rockwell C, 8 
land and groove, RH twist 1 in 15, 0.500-0.5105 ID and are 
specially formulated for long life and exceptional accuracy 
using all bullet designs. An extremely efficient muzzle brake 
reduces recoil and noise, and eliminates downward blast 
and muzzle flash. The buttstock is removable for ease of 
transportation. The rifle can be broken down into compact 
components without the use of tools. The trigger pull is 
adjustable. Barrel is fluted and fully free-floating. 


POSTAGE PAID 

$4850 


The mode! 5100 is capable of extreme accuracy at ranges 
in excess of 2,000 yards. The energy of the .50 caliber pro¬ 
jectile is well above 1,000 ft-lbs. at that range. In the hands 
of a skilled marksman, the model 5100 will deliver _ MOA 
(Minute Of Angle) accuracy. 


• Illuminated glass-etched reticle glows red and can be illuminated at various intensities. 

• Excellent reticle contrast in low light when illuminated or a well-defined black reticle 
when not illuminated. 

• Reticles are laser etched on multi-coated compound glass elminating reticle breakage. 

• Accurate and easy to use ranging reticles. 

• Consistent and exact placement of hold-over points. 


ALSO AVAILABLE... 


30mm rings included. Weighs 36 lbs. 


RELOADING 

SUPPLIES 


THIS IS THE BEST .50 AVAILABLE FOR USE AS A HEAVY 
DUTY FIELD RIFLE! 


Please call... 


DISCOVER-VISA-MC 


$3295 


SHIPPING/INS. 

PREPAID 












“Goddaaam! That is one ugly 

rifle!” I heard as I opened the OD green 
Starlight hard case that was home to 
the English-built rifle. “What the hell 
kinda Remington is that with that 
weird fan dangled stock?” a Marine 
asked. I responded that the rifle wasn’t 
a Remington and went back to gather- 
ing my gear and ammunition for the 
day’s shooting. “May not be a prom 
queen,” I muttered under my breath, 
“but she can sure shoot!” 

The last 1st Marine Division 
Scout/Sniper course had been loaned an 
Accuracy International (AI) Arctic 
Warfare (AW) sniper rifle to test and 
evaluate, as well as to see what the up- 
and-coming snipers thought of it as a 
weapon system. Each of the students uti- 


by □ d i n Crowe 

Photos by Tonya Zalenski 


lized their Marine Corps issue M40Als 
in all of the graded events, however once 
they had passed a portion of the class, 
the instructors allowed them to test-out 
the Accuracy International. The M40A1 
is built by the Marine Corps in 
Quantico, Va., using a Remington action, 
Unertl 10-power scope and a McMillan 
stock (see “Looking For a Few Good 
Marksmen,” June ’02). 

“The students were skeptical of the 
AI for the first 10 rounds because they 
were familiar with their M40Als. 
However, once they got used to it, they 
loved it,” Sergeant Spurling, the marks¬ 
manship instructor for the course, 
responded when asked what the stu¬ 
dents thought of the weapon system. 

The Accuracy International AW was 
built from the ground up as a sniper 
rifle, as opposed to the M40A1, which 
is a highly tuned and accurized hunting 
rifle. The entire concept of rifle con¬ 
struction was re-evaluated when 
Accuracy International was born in 
Portsmouth, England in 1982. Since its 
inception, the AI has become one of the 
worlds foremost sniping systems, and 
as a testament to its quality and combat 
performance, it is in use by militaries 
and peacekeepers in more than 50 


Accuracy International’s Sniper 
Rifles May Look Like Janet Reno, 
But They Shoot Like Annie Oakley 



Sniper, outfitted in Special Operations Equipment ghillie suit , with Accuracy International 
AW in .308, stops to admire the view. 
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Tools of the sniper trade: SOE Ghillie Suit, Black Hills 175-gr Moly .308 
ammo, Leica 800-yard rangefinder, Leica 10x40 binos, A! AW rifle. 


countries. At the time this 
went to print, the Accuracy 
International has seen action 
in virtually every theater of 
the world, to include Nor¬ 
thern Ireland, Somalia, 

Bosnia, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, 

Desert Storm and, most re¬ 
cently, with the coalition in 
Afghanistan. The owner’s 
manual is printed in a num¬ 
ber of languages including 
French, English, German and 
Dutch. 

The AI AW, without 
^cope, retails for a little 
under $4,800, which com¬ 
pared to a Remington rifle, 
seems exorbitant — until 
one weighs what he gets for the money 
The Accuracy International AW fea¬ 
tures an anodized aluminum-alloy, 
backboned chassis, to which the flat- 
bottomed receiver body is bolted and 
bonded at the magazine well, to pro¬ 
vide extremely rigid barrel support. 
The free-floating barrel is threaded and 
torqued into the action. Thus, the 
weapon system can be employed in 
numerous climates, altitudes, tempera¬ 
tures and humidity with a minimal 
change of bullet impact. The weapon 
system can also take an uncanny 
amount of abuse and still remain inher¬ 
ently accurate. Unlike the M40A1 and 
A3, the AI features a double-stack, 10- 
round, detachable, box magazine that 
allows for faster follow-up shots espe¬ 


cially when dealing with moving tar¬ 
gets. The rifle comes equipped with a 
removable Parker-Hale bipod, manu¬ 
factured by Accuracy International, 
which is extremely stable and, more 
importantly, “grunt-proof.” 

The students preferred to shoot the 
AI off of their Deuce gear-and-ass packs 
as they had been trained to shoot their 
M40Als. Left-handed shooters seemed 
to love the rifle and could employ it 
faster and more accurately than their 
issued M40s. “The bolt is smooth, 
shaving time off of our multi-target 
drills,” commented one of the instruc¬ 
tors. When I asked one of the Marine 
students what he thought of the 
Accuracy International after he had 
fired it on the known-distance course, 


he commented, “The 
Accuracy International is 
superior to the M40A 
because of its inherent 
durability while still 
maintaining zero. I also 
like the fact that the 
weapon system doesn’t 
require an armorer to 
keep her running. It is 
‘grunt-proof.’ ” 

Interchangeable Components, 
Reliable Zero 

On stalking exercises, 
the AI was used without 
a dragbag, and miracu¬ 
lously, still held zero, 
which is quite an accom¬ 
plishment. The weapon system was 
designed with the battlefield in mind. 
The engineers at AI planned the weapon 
to have parts that were interchangeable 
in the field, without need of shop facili¬ 
ties. What this equates to is that when 
your barrel life is near its end, or a mis¬ 
sion is about to be undertaken that 
requires a can or suppressor, the opera¬ 
tor can obtain another barrel, and 
change it in the field (a quick-detach¬ 
able can is also available to law-enforce¬ 
ment and military units). The average 
time it takes to change the barrel is 
seven minutes. Ten minutes if it is your 
first time and you are not adept with 
Allen or torque wrenches. 

When the Accuracy International 
staff shows up to demonstrate the 


Strider Knives, of San 
Marcos, California, has 
been presenting a special 
“Sniper” MT Mod 10 8541 
knife to the Honor Graduate 
of the 1st Marine Division 
Scout Sniper School for the 
past few years. The number 
8541, is the Marine Corps 
MOS for Scout Sniper, and 
is stamped into the blade. 

Strider Knives will only 
sell this special hardcore 
knife to USMC Scout/ 

Snipers who can prove that 
they are certified as 8541s. Strider will sell the same 
knife not stamped with “8541” to anyone who needs one. 

The entire knife is made from ATS 34 steel, known for its 
strength and edge-holding ability, and is flat-ground and 
heat-treated by the renowned Paul Bos, of San Diego. The 
spear-point blade features a mean tiger-stripe look, a side 
effect of heat-treating process. The handle is wrapped in 550 
parachute cord for a sure grip when coming in contact with 


water, sweat, or blood. The 
8541 knife is housed in an 
awesome Special Oper¬ 
ations Equipment sheath, 
featuring a Kydex insert, 
which stands up to anything, 
and everything, that one can 
throw at it. The SOE sheath 
allows the operator to wear 
the blade in myriad configu¬ 
rations on his LBE. 

Strider Knives definitely 
lives up to its motto, 
“Highspeed tools for 
Hardcore Individuals,” with 
the 8541-stamped MT Mod 10 knife. This must-have knife 
retails for $325.00 and is well worth every penny. 

Strider Knives, Dept. SOF, 120 North Pacific Street, L7, 
San Marcos, CA 92069; phone: 760-471-8275; on the web 
at www.badassknives.com , 

Special Operations Equipment, Dept. SOF, 234 South 
Coast Highway, Oceanside, CA 92054; phone: 760-722- 
0004; on the web at www.soegear.com . 



Strider <( 8541” knife , the perfect combination 
to the Accuracy International AW. 
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Schmidt & Bender 3.5-12 variable scope. Note the Black Hills 175-grain Moly .308 in 
chamber. 


weapon and its capabilities, they con¬ 
duct what is referred to as the “bounce 
test.” The representative will fire a 
series of shots at 100 yards, usually 
key-holing or clover-leafing each group. 
The weapon is then bounced on the 
buttstock several times, each bounce 
gaining in altitude until the weapon is 
2-1/2 to 3 feet off of the ground. They 
then take the scope off, remove and 
replace the barrel, reattach the scope 
and fire a second string of shots. The 
group will hit in the same place. Every 
time ... same group. 

The weapon system was designed 
and is manufactured to be completely 
interchangeable. Barrels are not the 
only part of the weapon that can be 
changed in the field. A bolt from a dif¬ 
ferent AW can be dropped into the 
weapon, and it will function flawlessly. 
This demonstrates the inherent accura¬ 
cy of the weapon, as well as the fact 
that an individual can interchange 
parts in the field. There is no need for 
armorers to maintain the rifle, freeing 
up his time to work on other weapon 
systems in his arsenal that are “down.” 
This allows the sniper to become total¬ 
ly in charge of his weapon and its 
maintenance, as well as his destiny and 
success on the battlefield. Accuracy 
International, therefore, has updated 
the sniping community by empowering 
the sniper to also be the mechanic 


(much to the dismay of armorers). 

The rifle was extremely accurate, 
holding groups sub-minute of angle. 
The AW that Accuracy International 
loaned me to test and evaluate had been 
around the block a few times, yet it still 
shoots sub-quarter minute of angle reli¬ 
giously One of the Marine Snipers used 
the rifle to shoot a match using Black 


Hills 175-grain Moly and achieved key¬ 
hole groups on each string of fire at 
both the 100- and 200-yard lines. In my 
findings, the Black Hills 175-grain 
Moly performed flawlessly in any situ¬ 
ation that I exposed it to, holding phe¬ 
nomenal groups. 

Before coming into contact with the 
Accuracy International AW, I was a die¬ 
hard Remington fan. After putting the 
AW through the wringer on the known- 
and unknown-distance courses, stalk¬ 
ing with it, and firing it in angle shots 
in the snow and mountains of 
Colorado, I have been converted. 

The Al AE 

Accuracy International just began 
importing a new rifle for the U.S. mar¬ 
ket, specifically the law-enforcement 
community. The entry-level Accuracy 
International, known as the AE, retails 
for $2,493, which allows police depart¬ 
ments to afford this exceptional rifle. 
The AE is like a kid brother to the AW, 
the biggest difference being that as 
opposed to the flat-bottomed receiver 
on the AW, the AE features a round 
receiver which, Accuracy International 
commented, costs the manufacturer less 
to make, saving the end-user money. 
The new weapon system is said to be 
outstanding, and in the near future will 
be sure to see action both on the battle¬ 
field with the military, as well as on the 
street with law-enforcement SWAT 
teams. A representative of Accuracy 

Continued on page 76 



Caliber: 7.62x51 NATO (.308 Winchester) 

Weight: 7.81 kg (17.18 lb.) with magazine, scope and bipod. 

Action: Manual, turn-bolt, three front locking lugs, 60-degree opening, 6mm striker 
fall, integral sight rail. 

Trigger: Two-stage, adjustable 

Barrel: Stainless match-grade, four grooves, RH 1-12 twist, fitted muzzle brake. 

Safety: Blocks trigger and firing pin and locks bolt in closed position; can only be 
applied when rifle is cocked. 

Stock: Synthetic, aluminum bedding inserts 
Magazine: 10-round detachable box 

Scope; Schmidt & Bender Mk II 3-12x50; environmentally sealed for 

extreme military conditions, large windage and elevation drums; 
MRAD (milliradian) reticle. 

Mount and Sight: one-piece, integral part of sight/rifle, to ensure no zero-shift and robust 
attachment 

Bipod: Universal, quick-detach, folding; provides 10 degrees roil to either side. 

Sling Points: Six sling points, fitted 

css 
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the MODERN 

SCOURGE OF 

SEX SLAVERY 


The Children, The Desperate, The Helpless, 
The Homeless Fall Victim To The Heartless 

by Dr. Martin Brass 


ong Kong: loud, decadent, exotic, dazzling 
day and night with flashing, brilliant, multi¬ 
colored lights. Quite a contrast from Paris — 
the serene, romantic city of warmth, hope 
and dreams that I had just left. Hong Kong’s 
streets were lined with makeshift shelters 
used to sell meager goods by day, and as 
shelters by night for some of the million 
Chinese who had escaped the tyranny of the 
Communist regime on the mainland. 

The ex-pat community and the elite Hong 
Kong Chinese, on the other hand, had built multi-million- 
dollar empires that were symbolized by high-rises, sky¬ 
scrapers, mansions with servants, luxury Chinese junks 
and decadent lifestyles. East had met West, the self-indul¬ 
gent nouveau-riche living side-by-side with the impover¬ 
ished homeless in the most exciting, free-spirited British 
colony on the planet. 

1 was studying International Law at Hong Kong 
University and interning with a Chinese law firm that con¬ 
sisted of some 20 male Chinese lawyers. On Thursday 
nights, my Chinese attorney hosts would invite me to their 
clubs, for a “man’s” night out, where we would play 
Mahjongg until the wee hours of the morning after having 
been fed feasts fit for royalty. During the course of the 
evening, delicately beautiful Chinese girls would circulate 
until each of the men decided which of the “hostesses” he 
was to spend the night with. Dressed in elegant native 
Chinese evening gowns, the girls floated around naturally 
with all of the arrogance of fairytale princesses until they 
had been chosen by their prince. Not ready for this new 
lifestyle, I would graciously excuse myself when it was time 
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for the men to take their prizes to their rooms, and my hosts 
would provide a limo that would take me home. I didn’t 
dwell on the routine, which I soon learned was common¬ 
place with foreign businessmen as well, and the thought 
never hit me as to the youth of the girls since I was nearly 
their age, two decades younger than my hosts. I just figured: 
different culture, a different lifestyle. 

I had met a most jovial, gracious and boisterous 
Australian journalist for the Readers Digest who took me 
regularly to the lively Foreign Press Club on Ice House 
Street and introduced me to members of the ex-pat commu¬ 
nity. He was inseparable from his even more boisterous, 
heavy-drinking, opium-appreciating Chinese buddy, the son 
of a Chinese war lord who had escaped the Mao massacres. 
The two bragged about going to Bangkok for the weekend 
because the son of the war lord liked “little girls.” 1 didn’t 
realize until I had seen the war lord’s son in Bangkok with 
the same U.S. Colonel friend he had partied with in Hong 
Kong a few years later that the “little girls” that they went 
to “play with” were merely adolescents. 

My career subsequently carried me to the transitioning 
Russia, Poland, Hungary, the Middle East and the violent¬ 
ly disintegrating Yugoslavia. In the former Eastern Bloc, 
especially in Budapest, the streets were swarming with 
scantily dressed, largely young and often breathtakingly 
beautiful hookers. Any Westerner could have had their 
choice among many who desired to escape their poor, 
hopeless existence. Occasionally, 1 would notice with 
some humor an old man being hustled by a young prosti¬ 
tute or with some embarrassment catch a glimpse of an old 
man pawing a young girl as he took the elevator up to his 
hotel room. 
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When in Bosnia, I was chatting with some MPRI 
(Military Professional Resources, Inc.) retired officers train¬ 
ing the new army and integrating Croatian and Bosnian mil¬ 
itary units into a national army. One retired Colonel told me 
of the abuses by peacekeepers, specifically relating an inci¬ 
dent in which he had met three peacekeepers in Cambodia 
who had purchased a 13-year-old Cambodian virgin to ser¬ 
vice the three of them during the one-year tour of duty. 

“She told me that the oral sex was better, since it wasn’t 
so painful,” he said. 

Wherever the soldiers and the peacekeepers were, the 
girls flocked, with their short, tight skirts and exposed 
chests. Whether in the war-torn Bosnia, in Kosovo, or in 
peaceful Panama, the soldiers had their pick of what 
appeared to me a lot of willing players. 

As I began to recognize more and more the plight of 
many of the innocents in the sex trade, I began to do my 
share by giving an occasional lecture in my international 
law class or by convincing Soldier Of Fortune not to run any 
more “Mail-Order Bride” ads, as I believed that the industry 
was shady, to say the least. 

Recently, I was at an open-house in a penthouse suite in 
the Mirage in Las Vegas, hosted by a manufacturer of M-4 
accessories for the special operations community. A Filipino 
present, who worked with the peacekeepers deployed to the 


Cambodian policeman escorts 11-year-old Vietnamese girl from 
brothel in Toul Kork red-light district of Phnom Penh: Six girls from 
11-13 years of age were rescued from brothel that offered only 
young children. Trafficked from Vietnam, children were rescued dur¬ 
ing sting operation involving Cambodian Interpol and local police, 
led by End Child Prostitution, Pornography and Trafficking (ECPAT). 


Philippines, asked me bluntly: “You write about the rights 
of thugs like terrorists in your military tribunal articles and 
write with some distaste about the treatments of terrorists 
who are tortured. Why have you not written about a large 
group of helpless victims and their rights?” 

In the Philippines, as in India, Cambodia, and other 
impoverished countries, he told me, many families sell 
their daughters for $350. That sum supports the families 
for one year. 

“Or how about the U.S. executive who, after he had been 
killed in a plane wreck, had his estate sued by a group of 
Asian girls, [each of whom] he had gotten pregnant. During 
his business trip, the executive would round-up teenage 
virgins, get them pregnant and take off.” In his warped 
world, the man believed he was propagating whatever his 
greatness was. 


“The oldest profession on earth” has evolved into one that is a virtual slav¬ 
ery, savagely forced upon its laborers. As profits soar, and the killer AIDS 
reaches epidemic proportions, the forced laborers are getting younger. 
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Agra n France Presse by Str. Ernie Villaflor 


200 million people are victims of contemporary forms of slavery— and 
many of course are women who are trafficked for sex — [this] is a current 

figure. It’s happening now. Today. 


Nothing had prepared me for even a glimpse into that 
unimaginable hell that the sexual slavery trade has become. 

With all the trappings of a horror show — a cast of play¬ 
ers that span from corrupt government officials, to slimy 
underground characters, to the most vulnerable victims, to 
zealous human rights workers on the other hand — the traf¬ 
ficking in women and children for sex has reached night¬ 
mare proportions. Add desperate, poverty-stricken family 
members, lecherous and greedy recruiting agents, and reck¬ 
less or perverted clients in pursuit of cut-rate pleasure, and 
the outcome is appalling and tragic. 

As the gap between the rich and poor widens, criminal 
mafias in Russia and Eastern Europe, Asia and throughout 
the world operate without constraints across transparent 
borders. Accelerating international trade, booming and 
uncontrolled Internet and media pornography and ever- 
increasing tourism pave a fertile path for what is becoming 
one of the world’s most profitable traded commodities — 


Filipino children, victims of child prostitution, wait to testify before 
Philippine Congressional committee on child prostitution and 
human rights, as 200 street children rallied, in a downpour out¬ 
side, in support. 


women and child prostitutes. 

Readily available pornography, erotic phone calls, call- 
girls and hostesses, sexually provocative shows — strip¬ 
tease or sex-shows — mail-order brides, street prostitution, 
brothels, massage parlors, enclaves of displaced soldiers or 
migrant workers have created the demand and supply for 
an estimated 4 million women and children trafficked 
internationally yearly. Skyrocketing profits exceeding 7 bil¬ 
lion dollars a year according to UN statistics, and a stag¬ 
gering 12 billion according to the International 
Organization for Migration estimates. And those statistics 
only reflect reported figures in an industry that is largely 
underground and invisible. 

As international tourism is vital for economic growth, 
many governments, aware that the most marketable com¬ 
modity is their subjects’ bodies, promote the growth to epic 
proportions, of prostitution, sex tours, brothels, and mas¬ 
sage parlors. Corrupt government officials satisfy both their 
physical lust as well as their greed by exploiting and expe¬ 
diting the sale of those whom they are self-appointed or 
elected to protect. 

“The oldest profession on earth” has evolved into one 
that is a virtual slavery, savagely forced upon its laborers. As 
profits soar, and the killer AIDS reaches epidemic propor- 
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tions, the forced laborers are getting younger, some only 
five years old. 

“This is happening wherever you look now,” said 
Michael Platzer, the Vienna, Austria-based head of opera¬ 
tions for the U.N.’s Center for International Crime 
Prevention. “The Mafia is not stupid. There is less law 
enforcement since the Soviet Union fell apart and more free¬ 
dom of movement. The earnings are incredible. The over¬ 
head is low — you don’t have to buy cars and guns. Drugs 
you sell once and they are gone. Women can earn money for 
a long time.” 

“Also,” he added, “the laws help the gangsters. 
Prostitution is semi-legal in many places and that makes 
enforcement tricky In most cases punishment is very light. 

In some countries, Israel among them, there is not even 
a specific law against the sale of human beings.” In some 
countries, such as in Africa, there are actual markets where 
women are sold in the streets for $400-$800. 

“Think about this,” he said, “200 million people are vic¬ 
tims of contemporary forms of slavery. Most aren’t prosti¬ 
tutes, of course, but children in sweatshops, domestic work¬ 
ers, migrants. During four centuries, 12 million people were 
believed to be involved in the slave trade between Africa 
and the New World. The 200 million — and many of course 
are women who are trafficked for sex -— is a current figure. 
It’s happening now. Today.” 

Not only is sexual slavery rampant in the Western world, 
but westerners promote its growth abroad. Men seek thrills 
that might be illegal in their own countries. “If you want 
extremely young girls, or generally speaking, if you want 
something for which you could get ‘hanged’ in your own 
country, you can find it in these places without the risk of get¬ 
ting hanged. You can expect a nod of the head, the Asian clasp 
of the hands, all accompanied by a ‘thank you.’ ” (Excerpts 
from Third World Movement Against Exploitation of Women) 

Or, even more disgusting, men are encouraged to do 
good deeds: As a German tourist brochure boasted: “When 
you screw here, you may not do it for Germany but you cer¬ 
tainly do it for the welfare of Kenya.” 

In a five-year study conducted by the NGO End Child 
Prostitution in Asia (ECPAT), data compiled for the 160 for¬ 
eign males who were arrested by the police forces of Asian 
countries because of sex abuse against prostitute minors 
revealed these countries of origin: 40 abusers from the 
U.S.A., 28 from Germany, 22 from Australia, 19 from the 
U.K, 10 from France; Japan, Canada, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Denmark, Austria, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Saudi Arabia, 
and South Africa were also on the list. 

Don’t Desecrate My Buddah 

In Bangkok’s infamous Patpong district, an Australian 
paid for sex with two sisters — one 12 and the other six. 
The pimp who had purchased the girls from their parents 
took them to the tourist’s hotel room, where they were 
abused and photographed for months. 

A photo-shop owner developed one of the tourist’s pho¬ 
tos that displayed a tiny gold Buddha inserted in the older 
girl’s vagina. Outraged, the shop-owner sent the picture to 
Sanphasit Koompraphant, Director of the Center to Protect 
Children’s Rights, a local children’s rights group. “The 
owner did not anger because a child was treated so cruelly,” 
Koompraphant says, “but because his Buddhist religion had 
been insulted. He probably would not notice another object 
used that way.” Betty Rogers recounts the story in a special 
report “Bitter Harvest”. 



East Indian girl holds sign condemning child prostitution, in 
Calcutta rally by school children and social workers to heighten 
awareness of problem of child prostitution, during International 
Anti-Child Labor day: 


A Fevered Priest 

Pia Agustin Corvera’s aunt sold her from the age of nine 
in the slums of Manila for 120 pesos — $3 — for each 
encounter. At the age of 12, she was sold to a visiting 
German pedophile. At 16, Pia was under the protection of a 
center run by a 57-year-old Irish priest, the Rev. Shay 
Cullen. The tiny Filipino girl told a journalist of her expe¬ 
riences: “I felt like garbage.” 

Pia’s abuser was one of the few who was convicted. After 
he jumped bail in Manila and fled back to Germany, the 
priest and Pia went to Germany to testify, and the pedophile 
received a 3-1/2-year jail sentence. 

Cullen’s obsession to help exploited children was 
launched in 1982 when he met nine, 12- and 13-year-olds 
with venereal disease in a local health clinic run by nuns. 
“The kids said they had been used by American sailors, but 
the naval authorities told us to keep quiet so they could 
catch the perpetrators,” Cullen told one reporter. But in 
dozens of cases, he charges, the Navy shipped-out suspects 
to avoid prosecution. 

Olongapo, former home of the huge U.S. naval base at 
Subic Bay, and Angeles City, near the former U.S. Air Force 

Continued on page 75 
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PART I 

FBI likes Cover Over Intel And OKC Bombing Probes 

BY J . D. CASH 

PHOTOS COURTESY AUTHOR 


How will the FBI, our nation's pre¬ 
mier law-enforcement organization , 
navigate this year's spate of congression¬ 
al hearings and internal investigations? 
Carefully, like it's tiptoeing through a 
cow pasture, barefoot, on a moonless 
rainy night. 

Consider what's underfoot: The 
McVeigh “missing” evidence fiasco; Top 
Echelon: The FBI's informant program 
that employed contract killers; “Spies 
Like Us” disasters: Wen Ho Lee and 


Robert Hanssen; Osama bin Laden's 
Flying Circus; and, of course, the miss¬ 
ing Anthrax-man debacle. Next, reel-off 
the list of some of the other criminab the 
Bureau can't seem to locate: Eric Robert 
Rudolph, John Doe 2, et al, and James 
“Whitey” Bulger. 

But it's the MIA's on the Bureau's 
international “wish-list” that speaks 
volumes about an agency in desperate 
need of some high-profile arrests; combi¬ 
nations that have left many in Congress 


grumbling that the feds high-priced 
globe-trotting expansion during the last 
decade-and-a-half has taken a toll on 
overall performance. 

Hoping to blunt these investigations, 
Robert S. Mueller III, announced a top - 
to-bottom overhaul of the Bureau as his 
first order of business as new Director. 
But few believe that merely drawing-up 
a new organizational chart will affect 
the deeply rooted culture inside the 
FBI, where paranoia reigns and agents 
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are hostages in an us-against-the- 
world high-stakes bunker-drama of 
political intrigues. 

Institutionalized from Hoover 
through Freeh, the result has been a 
hopelessly bloated bureaucracy, enforc¬ 
ing a style of management that crushes 
all dissent. The residue is a culture of 
mindless cronyism that often taints 
heavily publicized investigations — 
where careers are advanced at the 
expense of solid cases. And so deeply 
entrenched is the “ol'-boy networknot 
even a new Republican administration 
dares to lay a glove on it. 

Shocked by a string of virtual “Go to 
hells” from President George Bush and 
Attorney General John Ashcroft, 
Congressman Dan Burton went ballistic 
in December over the administration's 
outright stonewalling of evidence con¬ 
cerning the FBI’s sleazy 30-year 
hydra-headed relationship with 
group called the Winter Hill 
Gang, and similar scandals , 
inside the Boston FBI office. 

For months the Indiana 
Republican's Government Re¬ 
form Committee has been trying 
to force the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) to cough-up paper¬ 
work about an informant pro¬ 
gram the FBI established under 
the code-name Top Echelon. But 
Ashcroft's men haven't budged. 
Inexplicably, the white knights 
that rode into town to clean up 
the Clinton-Reno mess, are 
themselves the guilty parties 
now: refusing to turn over evi¬ 
dence of drug- and gun-running 
— even contract murders — car¬ 
ried out by some cowboy infor¬ 
mants working under shoddy 
supervision of the FBI. 

Committee investigators have 
been told what they are looking 
for is sealed under a claim of 
Executive Privilege. The Bush 
Administration argues that fed¬ 
eral prosecutors need flexibility 
and privacy in their dealings with hood¬ 
lums. But the stonewalling has led to 
suspicions that the FBI and Justice 
Department are hiding a lot more than 
corruption in just one FBI field office. 
According to a federal judge who has 
seen some of the evidence, Top Echelon 
is a real-life Pandora's Box for the FBI. 

Is DKG Linked To A Top-Echelon Man? 

Graduating from the Boston FBI 
office at the height of the Top-Echelon 
abuses were two men who would later 
get leading, but abbreviated, assign¬ 


ments in the OKC bombing investiga¬ 
tion — Larry Potts and Weldon 
Kennedy. In the last year. Congress 
and the DOJ’s Inspector General have 
investigated how and why thousands 
of pages of evidence in the OKC 
Bombing case could just vaporize for 
years, then some of it reappear? 

Initially, the fantastic discovery 7 of 
evidence hidden away caused a red¬ 
faced freshman Attorney General John 
Ashcroft to order a last-minute 
reprieve for confessed bomber Tim 
McVeigh. 

Had the FBI and federal prosecu¬ 
tors “framed” a guilty man? And if so, 
Why? The Internet buzzed as conspir¬ 
acy hysteria swept the talk shows. 

Legal experts speculated the FBI 
had the case so fouled-up, McVeigh 
might even receive a new trial. And 


from his lawyer’s statements on the 
matter it was evident the condemned 
killer agreed with the notion of a new 
trial. 

Only weeks earlier, McVeigh said 
he was weary of prison life and want¬ 
ed to stop all appeals and move for¬ 
ward with his execution. But the 
drama created by the discovery of this 
missing evidence caught not only the 
nation’s attention, but his, as well. 
McVeigh was center-stage and relished 
the attention. 

A 30-day reprieve was granted but 


McVeigh’s appeals were quickly batted 
down. Nothing in the documents, 
judges wrote, absolved the Desert 
Storm vet of guilt. On 11 June, the 34- 
year-old enigma met his date with des¬ 
tiny. Timothy McVeigh exited, just as 
he’d come onto the American stage: 
silent and stoic. He chose for his death 
certificate, Occupation: Soldier. 

However, convicted co-conspirator 
Terry Nichols is still alive, and facing 
first-degree murder charges in 
Oklahoma for 160 of the 168 killings. 
Lawyers for Nichols are now examin¬ 
ing this fresh evidence with a view to 
incorporating some of it in his defense. 

A source familiar with what the 
feds belatedly handed over offered 
this: “Admittedly there is much here 
that could be called “rubbish,” but 
mixed in are credible witness state¬ 
ments and motel records that 
fit a pattern.” 

The source disclosed that 
some of the witness statements 
tie McVeigh to a group of neo- 
Nazis that once operated from of 
a Christian Identity enclave in 
eastern Oklahoma, called Elohim 
City. Other credible witness state¬ 
ments are said to connect a band 
of bank robbers, called the Aryan 
Republican Army (ARA), to the 
bomb plot (see “Company Boy” 
and “OKC: From Bank Robbers 
To Bombers?,” Sept. ’01 and Oct. 
’01). 

One of the most telling doc¬ 
uments the feds withheld from 
the Nichols’ defense actually 
places McVeigh in a motel room 
— less than a half-hour’s drive 
from Elohim City — on the 
very day the original OKBOMB 
indictments alleged the bomb¬ 
ing conspiracy 7 was hatched. 

The owner of that Vian, 
Okla., motel said the FBI 
picked up the receipt months 
after the bombing. She recalled 
an agent from Tulsa coming by, 
asking her to check old records for 
Tim McVeigh s name and several of his 
aliases. 

Days later she found one and 
called the FBI. Tim McVeigh had 
been a guest. 

At the heart of the intrigue is the 
motel’s location and the date of 
McVeigh’s stay. The motel is located 
only minutes from Elohim City and 
the date of McVeigh’s check-in registra¬ 
tion: 12 September 1994. 

13 September 1994 is the day a fed¬ 
eral grand jury determined that the 



Just 11 days before the bombing, a surveillance camera at 
Lady Godiva's records this dancer quoting one of the 
“weird guys” bragging to her in the club that night, “On 
April 19, 1995, you're never going to forget me. You're 
never going to forget me for the rest of your life." Dancers 
in the strip club later picked out photos of McVeigh, 
Strassmeir and Brescia as the men in the popular Tulsa 
nightspot. This “smoking gun” effectively destroys the 
myth that McVeigh and Nichols acted without additional 
support. The FBI will “deep-six'’ this evidence along with 
thousands of pages of other eyewitnesses accounts that are 
at odds with the “official version” of events. 
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plot to bomb the federal building was 
formed. It is also a day Terry Nichols 
was working as a ranch-hand, 200 
miles away in Kansas. 

A source who played an important 
role the Nichols’ federal trial, said, 
“Had this evidence [motel receipt] 
been available to us, we certainly 
would have used it.” 

A central theme of the Nichols’ 
defense team was that McVeigh was 
part of a group connected to Elohim 
City, a gang that, lawyers argued in 
Denver, Nichols had nothing to do 
with. Obviously the Vian, 

Okla. motel receipt 
would have supported 
that defense — had the 
FBI not lost it — for 
longer than five years. 

More “Missing” Elohim City 
Evidence 

Last spring, I received 
a call from a lawyer 
reviewing some materials 
related to the crime in 
OKC. She was incredu¬ 
lous about a letter of 
mine to an FBI agent 
regarding a lengthy interview I’d 
given. But where was that interview, 
she wondered? 

A few days later the DOJ had to 
admit that my letter the lawyer called 
about led to the discovery of a 10-page 
302 (report of investigation) that 
lawyers for McVeigh characterized in 
their appeals as incontrovertible evi¬ 
dence of a cover-up by the FBI . 

Indeed, someone inside the FBI 
placed my interview in a file where it 
never belonged. A criminal investiga¬ 
tion file that defense attorneys for 
McVeigh and Nichols would not see — 
until the eve of the execution of Tim 
McVeigh. 

Contained in that 302 were sworn 
statements regarding contacts I’d 
made inside the neo-Nazi movement; 
personal dealings I’d had with 
Timothy McVeigh after the bombing; 
and high-points of my many trips to 
Elohim City where I posed as a right- 
wing journalist for an Identity publica¬ 
tion in California. 

For anyone interested in solving the 
crime, much of it was right there: 
names, dates and linkages — a solid 
beginning for an agent to follow-up 
with interviews. And for defense attor¬ 
neys looking to point the finger at oth¬ 
ers: There was plenty of material avail¬ 
able for them, too. 

A day or so after the lawyer’s call, I 


turned on my television and there 
were four FBI agents corroborating 
this tactic — telling Dan Rather they 
saw important OKBOMB evidence 
ignored or flat disappear. One of those 
agents was Rick Ojeda, the agent 
who’d earlier sough t my help and cre¬ 
ated the “smoking gun interview” as it 
was being referred to in the media. 

Now the poor man was sitting front 
and center in the 60 Minutes II inter¬ 
view, complaining bitterly that he’d 
been fired because he may have asked 
too many questions about what hap¬ 


pened in OKC. 

Sad, but true, in April 1997, former 
Special Agent Ricardo “Rick” Ojeda 
had pushed hard for an interview with 
me. Rick said he’d been reading my 
stories in the McCurtain [Okla.] Daily 
Gazette — and reading them carefully. 

That spring, I’d broken the Carol 
Howe story Carol had infiltrated the 
bombing conspiracy at Elohim City, 
and was the first person to come out of 
the shadows and admit it. During 
interviews, Carol explained that she 
worked under contract for the BATF as 
a confidential informant and warned 
them about the pending attack. Most 


important, Carol told me who some of 
the bombers were. 

That same month, I produced 
Jennifer McVeigh’s FBI affidavit and 
another national story. I wrote that in 
the days following the bombing, the FBI 
pressed Ms. McVeigh to the wall. 
Finally, she broke down. Brother Timmy 
was no “lone wolf,” after all. Jennifer 
swore her brother had been part of a 
bank robbery gang. “Little Sister” even 
admitted she laundered a bit of the pro¬ 
ceeds from one of the heists. 

Carol and Jennifer’s stories were 

ATF informant, Carol Howe, (left) playing the 
acting role of her career at Elohim City. Howe 
reported regularly to the Tulsa ATF office 
about plans at the eastern Oklahoma, 
Christian Identity compound to attack federal 
facilities and start a race war. (below) 
Bundeswehr Lieutenant Andreas Strassmeir 
working the crowd of radicals and other feder¬ 
al informants at KKK synod, Robert Miles’ 
farm in Michigan. Months later, Miles and 
over a dozen of other members of the far-right 
will be rounded up by authorities conducting 
Operation “Clean Sweep ” and charged with 
Sedition and other crimes. Miles and most of 
the others will later be found 
innocent and released. 

bookends to the 
OKBOMB saga. The 
BATF had a snitch inside 
the gang and the gang 
was financed by bank 
jobs. The key players 
operated out of Elohim 
City and various safe- 
houses in the Midwest. 
McVeigh was a mule. The 
key men were radical rev¬ 
olutionaries, experienced 
with explosives, and had 
been casing the OKC tar¬ 
get for months. 

I’d long ago written of 
the connections between 
Elohim City and Wayne 
Snell — the Identity 
group’s patriot icon — executed by the 
State of Arkansas on 19 April ’-95, the 
same day as the bombing. So with 
Carol and Jennifer’s information, my 
two-year cross-country investigation 
finally yielded the motive, opportunity 
and means — the basic ingredients to 
understanding and solving the crime. 
And yet none of the bad guys at 
Elohim City had been charged in the 
bombing. 

At the center of this puzzle was the 
inexplicable character, Andreas “Andy 
the German” Strassmeir. From the 
beginning I’d suspected he was no 
legitimate terrorist. But I wasn’t able 
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On Capitol Hill, Rep. Dan Burton, left, R-lnd„ chairman of the House Committee on 
Government Reform, makes pointed remarks to Carl Thorsen, right, deputy assistant attor¬ 
ney general for legislative affairs, about President Bush's claim of executive privilege to 
block release of information Burton's committee had requested for a hearing investigating 
the handling of confidential informants in Boston, Thursday ; Dec. 13,2001, in Washington. 
An irate Burton compared the blockage by fellow Republicans at the White House and 
Justice Department to the actions of a monarchy, and threatened to hold a series of hear¬ 
ings on presidential executive privilege. 


to catch up with him before he hit the 
Mexican border. 

Once back in Berlin, Strassmeir 
ducked difficult interviews — hiding 
behind North Carolinian friend and 
lawyer, Kirk Lyons, who pooh-poohed 
any connections his client might have 
to McVeigh or the bombing. But Andy 
the German had a history. 

While in the United States, 
Strassmeir became a mythical figure in 
the neo-Nazi movement. 

Andy arrived in the United States 
directly from Germany with some 
important people’s help. The 
Strassmeir family was politically con¬ 
nected to the highest levels — his 
father was Secretary of State to Berlin 
and a confidante of dien-Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

The younger Strassmeir’s military 
records reflected he was as a lieu¬ 
tenant, serving in the Bundeswehr, 
when his frequent trips to the states, 
began. Also, his English was solid and 
his INS file reflected that he enjoyed 
diplomatic immunity. In fact, on the 
day of the bombing, Strassmeir still 
maintained an account at his military 
credit union, Postbank Hannover ,; where 
deposits were regular and his VISA 
card was debited. In three words, Andy 
was “special to somebody.” In my opin¬ 
ion, he was Top Echelon material. 

The Untouchables 

While in America, Andy the German 
was able to slide into the neo-Nazi 
movement and was rubbing elbows 
with the likes of Louis Beam and Robert 
Millar in no time. A member of the 
ARA with two-dozen bank jobs under 
his belt called Andy, “A warrior-god!” 


While Strassmeir lived at Elohim 
City, he was surrounded by a growing 
number of skinheads who drifted to the 
compound for paramilitary training. 
The bachelors, as they were called, 
became the subject of numerous official 
undercover reports. It seemed every 
agency had a “asset” inside the camp. 

In the months before the bombing, 
the reports noted that the skinheads 


were learning how to make explosive 
devices and convert weapons to full- 
auto. Their rhetoric was becoming 
just as lethal. 

It was all in the government 
reports: Mass-shootings and bombings 
were on the horizon. 1995: All hell 
would break loose! Carol’s BATF file 
noted Strassmeir’s men had conducted 
three surveillance operations in OKC. 
The second anniversary of Waco 
would be an important day: Wayne 
Snell was to be executed. 

But in between beers and a few 
tokes on a meth-pipe, the skinheads 
carried on as usual. Regularly, they 
fanned out across the Midwest and 
robbed banks and unsuspecting gun 
dealers. The money was spread around 
the Movement to finance the overthrow 
of the government. And when the hard 
work was done, some of the gang 
would return to the woods around 
Elohim City to play with their toys and 
chase the healthy flock of young girls 
at the camp. For two years, leading up 
to the bombing in Oklahoma City, the 
bachelors seemed untouchable. 

Regardless of neighbors’ com¬ 
plaints about the machine-gun fire and 

Continued on page 75 


Highlights Of The Findings Of 
Inspector General Gk-eimim Fine Ii\i Th e 


□KBOMB IVIissing Evidence "Snafu” 

1. DOJ Inspector General found NO evidence of a computer problem that 
could have caused the widespread withholding of OKBOMB evidence. 

2. Nine field offices of the FBI were found to have destroyed evidence that 
should have been turned over to attorneys for McVeigh and Nichols. 

3. Invesigators discovered “widespread confusion” by FBI agents as to what 
evidence to turn over to defense lawyers. 

4. The OIG determined that the FBI agent who headed the OKBOMB inves¬ 
tigation, Dallas FBI SAC Danny Defenbaugh, and one of his assistants, SA 
Mark White, were guilty of “significant neglect of duty,” in failing to noti¬ 
fy superiors of the discovery of the missing documents for several months. 
Disciplinary action was recommended for both men. 

5. The OIG found no evidence of criminal wrongdoing by any agents of the 
FBI. 

6. On 16 April 2002, Defenbaugh E-Mails colleagues and announces his 
decision to leave the Bureau. 

—me. 


69 


JULY EOOE ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 


AP Photo/Kenneth Lambert 











An 


“Ayer For An “Eye” 


PART 2 


Easy to Fly, Tougher To Land 


by Dale B. Cooper 


P redators like the unmanned aerial vehicles [UAYs] 
that have been keeping tabs on Taliban and al- 
Qaeda fighters trying to slip back into the moun¬ 
tains of eastern Afghanistan where they have 
stashed arms and ammunition in underground 
bunkers and caves are easy to fly. A pilot sitting at a control 
panel in a van at Bagram Air Base, just north of the Afghan 
capital of Kabul, or in neighboring Pakistan, simply advances 
the throttle on a control stick, and watches on a TY monitor 
as the nimble-looking aircraft rolls down the runway, picks 
up speed and lifts its bulbous nose into the air. The tough 
part is landing after a 24-hour mission over enemy territory. 

In addition to the 10 Predators lost in combat during 
Operation Allied Force in Kosovo, and Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan, more than a dozen of the unmanned 
aerial vehicles have been lost in stateside training accidents. 

Flying a Predator is not like flying a Cessna 150 where the 
pilot has a good field of view. The remote controls are diffi¬ 


cult to master. Even experienced pilots can make serious mis¬ 
takes. An instructor pilot accidentally wiped out a Predator’s 
onboard computer memory during a flight near Nellis AFB, 
Nevada, causing it to crash. 

Captain Nick Devereaux, an instructor pilot in the 15 th 
Reconnaissance Squadron, at Indian Springs, a unit that sup¬ 
plied Predators for Enduring Freedom, says most of the acci¬ 
dents involving Predator occur during landing. 

One of the four Predators lost in Afghanistan at the time 
this article was written was destroyed when it crashed on 
landing in the Central Command theater of operations. 

Captain Devereaux says landing a Predator is like looking 
through a soda straw. The pilot sees only what the lens of the 
TY camera in the nose of the aircraft sees. 

“You have the whole cockpit set up in the ground control 
station, but you don’t have the feel of an airplane,” said 
Devereaux who can tell by the sound of an aircraft if there is 
something wrong with the engines. He can also feel the need 


70 


www.safmag.cam • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ JULY EOOE 

















to add or pull back power. 

But there is no “seat of the pants” feel when flying 
Predator. Wind is also a problem. 

Touch and go landings are limited to 10-knot crosswinds 
and 5 knots of tail wind. 

As an instructor pilot, Devereaux finds pilots who fly 
heavy aircraft, like bombers, tankers and transports have the 
greatest difficulty landing a lightweight Predator. 

“They are used to setting a couple of power settings on 
approach and never having to fight the aircraft all the way 
down,” said Devereaux. This is not trim and leave especially 
if you have any kind of turbulence. 

“Plus you are also missing peripheral vision. All you see 
is what the camera sees coming in for a landing,” said 
Devereaux. Currently, the TV camera provides only a 30- 
degree field of view, but the field of view is going to get wider. 

A heads-up display, like the HUDs in F-16 Fighting 
Falcons should give Predator pilots the situational awareness 
they enjoyed when they flew F-15s and F-16s. The heads-up 
displays will also have a look-down capability. 

Global Hawk Downed 

One of three Global Flawks deployed to the Persian Gulf 
in support of Enduring Freedom crashed while returning to 
its base from Afghanistan in the early morning hours of 30 
December 2001 when it apparently lost satellite link with its 
operator. The Global Hawk team, headed by Lieutenant 
Colonel Guidry, is looking into methods that will provide 
better data-link connectivity between the UAV and its 
ground-based operators. 

SOF has learned that the air vehicle was the fifth in a line 
of six Global Hawks produced by Northrup Grumman 
Integrated Systems, the prime contractor. Raytheon E- 
Systems developed the advanced sensor payload. The 
ground-mission segment was developed by Hughes Aircraft, 
and the communications system was developed by Lockheed 
Martin Communications Systems, 

Air Vehicle No. 1, equipped with only synthetic aperture 
radar, is at the Air Flight Test Center at Edwards AFB, Calif., 
for test-flight purposes only. Air Vehicle No. 2 was destroyed 
in 1999 when an errant signal was sent from Nellis AFB, 
Nev., caused the UAV to override its mission plan and crash. 

That leaves Air Vehicles No. 3 and 4 to pick up the slack in 
Afghanistan until another 
UAV can be delivered to the 
region. 

Last year, No. 5 was flown 
nonstop from Edwards to 
participate in a joint 
U.S,/Australia military exer¬ 
cise in the Outback, and then 
flown back home again; a dis¬ 
tance of some 7,500 miles. 

Number 5 came home after 
the six-week deployment 
with more than 500 flight 
hours on it, 200 more hours 
than the average F-16 accu¬ 
mulates during an entire year 
of flying. 

The crash caused one 
insider to say, “They [mean¬ 
ing the Air Force 1 just flew 
the heck out of it.” 

General John Jumper says 


most of the losses are explainable, but the new Air Force 
Chief of Staff is clearly not happy with the ones involving 
pilot error. He says the Air Force is trying to prevent con¬ 
troller mistakes by improving training and revising proce¬ 
dures. Maybe Jumper should send his Predator pilots back to 
General Atomics for some OJT. Tom Cassidy told SOF his 
controllers have a flawless record when it comes to landing 
Predators. 

Nevertheless, some critics question whether the aircraft 
is worth the cost. Eric Miller of the Project on Government 
Oversight wonders whether the Air Force is getting what it 
paid for. 

“There’s a strong argument to be made that if a Predator 
goes down, you don’t lose a pilot,” Miller said, “But these 
things are getting more and more expensive, and they’re not 
really intended to be disposable weapons.” Each Predator 
costs about $3.7 million. 

In a report issued before Operation Enduring Freedom 
began on 7 October 2001, the head of the Pentagon’s test¬ 
ing agency declared the Predator “not operationally effec¬ 
tive or suitable.” 

Despite the loss of a $45 million Global Hawk in Operation 
Enduring Freedom, the Air Force is eager to see how fast 
Northrup Grumman can produce another airframe, and how 
fast Raytheon can accelerate delivery of its next Electro- 
Optical Infrared Camera for the UAV 

Unmanned Air Vehicle Number 6 was originally sched¬ 
uled to be delivered before the end of this calendar year, but 
construction was accelerated last year so that it could be 
flown to Ecuador and back as part of U.S. Southern 
Command’s drug enforcement program this year. 

For some unknown reason, No. 5 went into a flat spin on 
its way back to its base following a long mission over 
Afghanistan. The Pentagon’s explanation? “Poor mainte¬ 
nance,” said Rear Admiral John Stufflebeam, deputy director 
of operations for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Whenever that happens, Carl Johnson at Northrup 
Grumman says Global Hawk triggers what is called its “self- 
destruct mode.” 

Johnson says the vehicle has the ability to clear off all of 
the data from its onboard computers so that no classified data 
falls into the wrong hands if the vehicle can’t be recovered. 

That’s one of the arguments that has been made to use 

Global Hawk instead of EP- 
3’s like the one that was 
forced to land last year on 
Hainan Island by a couple of 
Chinese MiGs. With Global 
Hawk, the Chinese would 
not have gotten their hands 
on any classified data. 

Predator does not have a 
similar program to erase the 
memory of its computers, 
but if it loses link with 
either the pilot or the satel¬ 
lite, operators can tell the 
airplane what to do, and just 
like a boomerang, Predator 
flies back toward its base 
until operators can put a 
line of sight data link on it 
and land the unmanned aer¬ 
ial vehicle. Predator can be 
told to take any route home 



(opposite) Predator firing a Heiifire missile. One of three Global 
Hawks (above) deployed in Operation Enduring Freedom crashed on 
30 December *01. (above) Giobal Hawk in high-altitude testing. 
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to avoid mountains or other obsta¬ 
cles. The automatic-recovery system 
is tested on every maintenance 
check flight, and has yet to fail. In 
the very near future, Predators will 
be able to land automatically just 
like Global Hawk. 

General Atomics has already inte¬ 
grated and tested the UAV Common 
Automatic Recovery System [UCARS] 
over 400 times in the USAF Predator, 

UCARS provides the Predator with 
the ability to take a completely auto¬ 
matic approach, touch down, roll out 
and stop on a runway. The same capa¬ 
bility can also be used for automatic 
takeoff. This new system should dra¬ 
matically reduce the number of land¬ 
ing accidents. 

Real-Time Tactical Information 

Despite the loss of three 
Predators and a Global Hawk, the 
unmanned air vehicles have provided 
real-time tactical information about 
the movements of some of Osama bin 
Laden's closest lieutenants; informa¬ 
tion that led to their deaths. 

At the rate they're disappearing, 
the Saudi renegade is going to have 
to hold his first year reunion in a 
telephone booth, providing of 
course, he’s still alive on 11 
September 2002. Some folks think 
he’s been dead for months. 

When the B-ls and B-52s left the 
region in early January, the task of 
taking out Taliban and al-Qaeda 
leaders fell mostly to unmanned air¬ 
craft Global Hawk would find the enemy, and Predator 
would fry them with Hellfire missiles. 



In late February, the UAVs noticed a buildup of enemy 
forces in the mountains southeast of Kabul. Local tribesmen 
told Green Berets in the area that up to 1,000 Taliban and al- 
Qaeda soldiers had moved into fortified caves in the Shah-e- 
Kot Valley near the provincial capital of Gardez, the scene of 


Predator gets a Black Hawk helicopter in its crosshairs. 


* earlier fighting. 

The Taliban that fled when their 
spiiitual stronghold at Kandahar in 
southern Afghanistan fell on 7 
December were Finally getting back 
together again like a covey of quail. 

Quietly and under the media 
radar screen, U.S. Central Command 
moved B-ls and B-52s back to Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean and alert¬ 
ed other strike aircraft, AC-130 gun- 
ships, A-lOs, F-15Es and F-16s in 
the region to be ready to roll. 

U.S. planners waited and watched 
through the eyes of Predator and 
Global Hawk until hundreds of 
enemy soldiers holed up in caves 
northeast of the provincial capital of 
Gardez before they launched 
Operation Anaconda on 2 March. 

Cutting off possible escape 
routes, soldiers from the 10 ttl 
Mountain Division and the 101 st 
Airborne Division helicoptered into 
the mountains to confront the enemy 
in a labyrinth of caves, some of 
which were outfitted with satellite 
TVs, woodstoves and beds. 

Anaconda, an operation named 
for a snake that crushes it prey to 
death, marked the first time conven¬ 
tional ground troops were used in an 
offensive operation in Afghanistan. 

Longest Day Of Their Lives 

Operation Anaconda opened in 
the early morning hours of 2 March. 
The air was icy as three MH-47 
Chinooks roared between snow-cov¬ 
ered peaks as dawn broke. About 125 men from Company C, 
l-87th Infantry Battalion, 10th Mountain Division in Fort 
Drum, N.Y., sat silently side-by-side on canvas seats along both 
sides of the dimly lit helicopters. 

They didn’t know it at the time, but they were flying into 
the “Valley of Death.” Moments after landing, they came 
under intense small arms, mortar and rocket-propelled 
grenade fire from al-Qaeda fighters firing from caves and for¬ 
tified positions above them. 

For the first few minutes, they felt like fish in a barrel. 
There was very little cover from deadly fire that came flying 
at them from three different directions. 

The first mortar round took down Command Sergeant 
Major Frank Grippe and six of his soldiers. The next round 
peppered another half-dozen troopers with bits of hot metal. 

It was a close-up, in-your-face kind of fight for the next 18 
hours, according to Grippe who wounded in the thigh by 
shrapnel from enemy mortar fire. 

“Within a minute after getting off the helicopters, we 
started getting a barrage of RPGs,” said Sergeant First Class 
Robert Healy who became a human magnet for pieces of 
shrapnel. Healy, a 17-year Army veteran, was hit in a leg, 
shoulder and “behind the ear.” 

When asked about the high volume of enemy mortar and 
machine-gun fire that raked C Co., Healy said, “As with an 
LZ, we were told to expect it and react to it, but we didn’t 



Air Force Predator pilot at the controls, and 
(below) what he sees through eye of TV camera in 
nose as the aircraft comes in for a landing. 
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think it would be that high a volume of 
fire coming at us. Luckily, they weren’t 
accurate shots.” 

Looking back on what confronted his 
men once they landed, Grippe, the senior 
enlisted man on the battlefield, said the 
sitrep provided by intelligence briefers 
back at Bagram “was just a little different 
than the actual events happening on the 
ground when Charlie Co. landed “at the 
base of an al-Qaeda stronghold.” 

About 10 minutes after the Chinooks 
carrying Grippe’s group landed, al- 
Qaeda fighters “came out of caves and 
well-fortified positions,” said Grippe. 
“We experienced a heavy volume of fire 
from the mountains above us.” 

Grippe ordered some “hunter-killer” 
sniper teams into action to silence 
some of the opposition. They didn’t 
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disappoint the Command Sergeant Major. Some of the 
snipers took down enemy soldiers at 500 to 600 meters. 

The firefight that ensued continued from 0600 until 2000, 
when his wounded were taken out. At midnight, he and his 
remaining forces were airlifted out of the valley after an 18- 
hour gun battle with Taliban and al-Qaeda forces. 

“Our infantry fought well,” said Grippe who will set off 
metal detectors at airports the rest of his life. 

Although they got caught in a classic “Horseshoe” type 
ambush, Grippe said, “It wasn’t a Mogadishu. It wasn’t as 
though we were pinned down.” By standing their ground and 
going toe-to-toe with the bad guys, C Co. fixed the enemy in 
place and allowed airpower to do its thing. 

Captain David Mayo, a 101st Airborne Division liaison 
officer worked with an Air Force representative in locat¬ 
ing enemy positions for U.S. F-16s, B-52s and helicopter 
gunships. 

“U.S. air support against al-Qaeda positions was unbe¬ 
lievable,” said Mayo. 

First Lieutenant Bradley Maroyka, a 25-year-old platoon 
leader, was wounded twice on 2 March when the two pla¬ 
toon operation came under fire from high ground within 
minutes after stepping off the Chinooks. Maroyka was hit in 
the ankle by a piece of shrapnel from a mortar round about 
seven hours into the firefight. A few minutes later, another 
piece of shrapnel sliced open one of his fingers. 

“My platoon sergeant was hit the same time I was,” said 


the native of Union, N.j. “But my squad lead¬ 
ers were absolutely fantastic. They stepped 
up and took over,” Maroyka said. 

In all, 27 buddies were wounded by mor¬ 
tar fire that day. Moss of the wounds were in 
legs and arms, areas noi protected by body 
armor and Kevlar helmets. 

Spccialist. Lddie Rivera and 
medics crawled through heaw 
the wounded, 
seriously wounded whe 
The men screamed, 

Rivera as he ripped open 
picked out pieces of shrapn 
and legs in gauze and bandages. 

“They were in a daze, not even able to hear me,” said 
Rivera as he recalled screaming al them. 

“What’s wrong with you?" yelled Rivera above the roar of 
RPGs and machine-gun fire. But they just stared off into 
space as they went into shock. 

As he was finishing up with the initial batch of soldiers 
who were hit, Rivera noticed a larger group taking fire. 
Without thinking about his personal safety Rivera sprinted a 
100 yards across open ground. L T could see dirt coming up at 
my feet,” Rivera said as he headed toward the rest of Charlie 
Company. 

Reaching them safely, Rivera found that the other two 
medics left their medical bags behind when they took cover 
from the initial mortar attacks. 

By 1400, there were 10 soldiers down with serious shrap¬ 
nel wounds, including two with chest wounds. Those with 
less serious wounds were still returning fire. 

The enemy not only owned the high ground, but also 
occupied two towering ridges on both sides of the 
Americans. 


Continued on page SO 
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(above) Predator with two air-to-ground Hdttire 
missiles under each wing. (left) Personnel from 
the 11th Reconnaissance Sqdn pre-flighting a 
Predator at a forward staging area for a mission 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

01 tool steel 
Parkerized finish 
Over All Length 7.750’ 

Blade Length 4.000’ 

Width 1.450’ 

Thickness .1875’ 

Hardness RC56 

Kydex sheath 
Wt. with sheath 5oz. 


$149.00 

plus $6.50 shipping 


What is a Talisman? "Webster” says... taMs-man (tal'is-men)n pl-mans 1; an object 
held to act as a charm to avert evil and bring good fortune. 

We start with O') high carbon steel, completely machined on state of the art CNC machining centers. 
The knives are then hardened and drawn to RC 56. After parkerizing, the edge grinding is done with 
Borazon wheels performed on our CNC machines to a surgical sharpness. 

The contour of the edge is what we call “Variable Hollow Ground”. The tip needs to be thicker for pierc¬ 
ing and the edge thinner for slashing. The edges are designed so that you can puncture cans, slice toma¬ 
toes or open letters. 

Our Talisman, with it’s sculpted design and perfect balance wouldn’t be complete without the “Soldier 
of Fortune” logo. The Beret, Daggers and dates 1975-2000 are “machined” into the hilt. The blade bears 
“Soldier of Fortune”, “25th Anniversary” on the one side and the production number on the reverse. This 
is a limited production of 500 knives. We machine these features rather than laser-etch or chemically 
etch, to become part of the blade permanently. 

McCann Industries 

132 South 162nd • P.O. Box 641 • Spanaway, WA 98387 
253-537-6919 • FAX 253-537-6993 
Email: IVIcCann.machine@worldnet.att.net 
Web Siterwww.mccannindustries.com 
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Suicide Bombers , Part 2 


Continued from page 43 


of the TV screen in the ready room and 
the endless reports from Ground Zero 
in Manhattan. A debate soon erupts 
over what the American response to the 
events of September 11 should be. 

“If I Were President Bush... 

Most of the operators preparing for 
the night’s mission can’t believe that 
terrorists struck the United States in 
such an audacious and well-executed 
move, and even fewer can comprehend 
the enormous loss of life. “I’ve seen 
what these people are capable of first¬ 
hand,” claims “N,” a Bedouin Arab and 
one of the unit’s most “natural” under¬ 
cover operators, as he loads 30 5.56mm 
rounds into one of his plastic M16 mag¬ 
azines. “I’ve faced them in firelights 
where they battle to the death, and I’ve 
seen the way they torture and mutilate 
suspected informers, prostitutes or 
those who don’t toe their line,” N. adds, 
“but 1 never thought I’d live to see a day 
where 5,000 people would die in a sin¬ 
gle day at the hands of these bastards.” 
“If I were President Bush I’d wipe them 
all off the face of the earth,” offers “C,” 
a new immigrant from the former Soviet 
Republic of Uzbekistan, “and I’d start 
with right here in our own backyard.” 

“G,” the team leader, a towering fig¬ 
ure of confidence at 5’8”, realizes that 
this type of talk can be counterproduc¬ 
tive before a mission. “Don’t worry 
about what the Americans should do or 
what’s going to happen in Afghan¬ 
istan,” he tells his men, “let’s go over 
our own little war and what we have to 
do tonight.” The operators ready their 
ceramic-plated body armor and their 
radios — essential equipment in a fire- 
fight — and they ready their medical 
kits, as body armor doesn’t cover 
everything. 

When terrorists declared war on the 
United States on 11 September 2001, 
Israel realized that a new phase in its 
10-year-old war against Islamic terror¬ 
ism was upon them. The undercover 
cops know that they’ll be on the front 
lines of that struggle, and they know 
the war will be bloodier than ever 
before, because they live and work 
undercover at the other Ground Zero. 

Samuel M. Katz is the author of many 
books and articles on the Middle East, 
and a frequent contributor to SOF. His 
current book, Relentless Pursuit, is 
on bookstands now. ^ 
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The Modem Scourge Of Sex Slavery 


Continued from page 65 


base at Clark Field, accommodated U.S. service personnel’s 
sexual demands. Cullen’s problems were hardly over after 
the U.S. military departed in 1992, however, as Filipino 
pimps turned Angeles and Olongapo into two of the Pacific 
region’s most “rancid fleshpots.” 

The 10-year war in Vietnam contributed to the explosion 
of a sex industry outside the bases. Bangkok became a 
major center for Rest and Recreation (R & R) leave, com¬ 
monly known the by GIs as I & I (Intoxication and 
Intercourse). Authorities passed legislation to aid the sex 
business and “support the boys,” such as the Entertainment 
Act, which included a policy called “Hired Wife Services.” 
By the mid-70s there were 800,000 prostituted Thai 
women. When the war ended, the Thai government, accus¬ 
tomed to the high profits, promoted sex-tour travel agencies 
established by a group of high-ranking Thai military gener¬ 
als’ wives. From 1965 to 1993, the number of tourists grew 
from 250,000 to over 5 million. 

And, adds Sister Sol Perpinan of Third World Movement 
Against Exploitation of Women, it is estimated that by the 
mid-80s the sex industries around the bases in the 
Philippines had generated more than $500 million. At the 
end of the war in Vietnam, Saigon had 500,000 prostituted 
women — equal to the population of Saigon before the war. 

The Myth Of The Virgin 

As Interpol’s Agnes Fournier de Saint Maur, who tracks 
global child sex trends, says, the demand comes not only 
from pedophiles but from individuals “eager to push the 
envelope of carnal exploration.” 

Virgins are in great demand among Chinese from 
Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong, Michael Satchell writes 
in an extensive article on the topic in Freda. Chinese men 
prize sexual intercourse with young girls for the rejuvenat¬ 
ing properties they believe to be associated with the act. 
According to O’Grady, “there are surprisingly large num¬ 
bers of aging and wealthy Chinese businessmen who 
believe that they must deflower a virgin at least once a year 
to gain the energy needed to be successful in their business 
enterprise and have a long life”. 

In India, Devadasis , (handmaidens of God), are dedicat¬ 
ed to the goddess Yelamma in secret ceremonies. Most of 
the girls brought into the Devadasi system will become 
human cargo in the sex traffic in cities like Bombay, where 
sex can be bought for less than the price of a bottle of beer. 
Hunger, poverty and superstition are the root causes of a 
practice which sees parents or relatives sell a daughter to a 
pimp or brothel for $150 to $200. The cult also entraps a 
handful of boys, known as Jogappas , who are made to 
become transvestite prostitutes. 

UNICEF reports that there are 200,000 child prostitutes 
in Thailand, 400,000 in India, between 244,000 and 
325,000 in the U.S. and 100,000 in the Philippines, Taiwan 
and Brazil and 35,000 in West Africa. 

Next: The scourge of AIDS abetted by the sex slave trade, 
the big business of sex tours, and sex slavery in the Central 
Europe, the Americas, Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

A frequent contributor to SOF, Dr. Martin Brass is an 
international lawyer. X 
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bombs exploding in the hills around Elohim City, no one 
from the FBI or State of Oklahoma showed-up to make 
arrests. Overhead, their agents just circled the camp in 
fixed-wing aircraft, snapping pictures and making notes. 

The Lady Godiva Sighting 

Ojeda knew much of this from my articles and also had first¬ 
hand knowledge of a favor I did the Bureau when I tossed them 
a videotape of some naked girls in their dressing room at a gen¬ 
tleman’s club in Tulsa. 

Beyond the considerable “artistic worth” of 20, or so, attrac¬ 
tive young girls changing g-strings for eight-hours straight, the 
tape had real crime-solving value, as well. 

Captured for all the world to enjoy, the Lady Godiva security 
camera footage preserved an unbelievable event dancers wit¬ 
nessed in the club — 11 days before the bombing. 

The action started when a raven-haired beauty sauntered 
into the dressing room with a miffed expression. Shaking her 
head, Tara relayed comments from one of the “weird guys” buy¬ 
ing her drinks that night. 

“And he said, Tou know, I’m a very smart man. And some¬ 
day you’ll find a lover that’ll really hurt ya, and on April 19, 
1995, you’re gonna remember me — you’re gonna remember 
me for the rest of your life.’ ” 

After getting my hands on the tape and collecting interviews 
from the girls working that shift, I gave the FBI a copy so they 
could conduct their own interviews. 

The dancers told the FBI the same thing they told me. From 
a photo array, they identified the men in the club bragging that 
night, as: Timothy McVeigh, Andy Strassmeir and another 
Elohim City radical and ARA member, Michael Brescia. (Brescia 
would later plead guilty and go to federal prison for his role in 
the ARAs conspiracy to overthrow the government and rob 
banks in seven Midwestern states) 

Ojeda figured I was on a roll. Through an intermediary, he 
pushed hard for an interview before I left for Denver to cover 
the McVeigh trial. But at the time, I doubted his sincerity and 
begged-off. 

Admittedly, I’d lost a lot of confidence in our G-men. They 
had to know much more than I did about this crime. The whole 
thing seemed like a way to learn who my sources were and then 
screw with them. 

Unfazed by the rebuffs, Ojeda pressed harder. On 14 April 
1997, I relented and sat down with the him and state man, 
Chris Dill, of the Oklahoma Bureau of Investigation. And today, 
I must admit, both men surprised me with their keen interest 
and honest desire to solve the crime. If there was a cover-up, 
they’d been left out. Hours later they folded their notebooks and 
shook the blood back in their fingers. 

Ojeda nodded as he spoke, “Elohim City and Strassmeir 
are the keys ... There’s no doubt.” Turning to Dill, the frustra¬ 
tion pored out, “Why in the hell is the FBI ignoring all this?” 

In the next SOF: The case for a blown “counter-terrorism 
operation .” Did the FBI’s best “get bested” on that horrific day 
in Oklahoma City? You will learn about the most shocking evi¬ 
dence yet to surface. 

J.D. Cash, who has investigated the Oklahoma City 
Bombing case from Day 1, is widely considered to be one of its 
true experts. 


JULY 2002 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 


75 






Functional Design 


Dead Or Alive? 


Continued from page 61 


International commented that “We can’t keep them in stock. 
As soon as they arrive in the U.S., they go out the door.” 

Optical Options 

The other fixture of the rifle that astonished me was the 
scope. As an American shooter, my preferred weapon system 
was an accuraized and tuned Remington fitted with a 
Leupold tactical scope. The Accuracy Inter-national came to 
me topped-off with a Schmidt and Bender 3x12x50. At first I 
was skeptical of the European optics. As I stated already, I 
love the Oregon-manufactured Leupold scopes. To be com¬ 
pletely honest, my intent was to take the Schmidt and Bender 
off the rifle and replace it with a Leupold Mark 4 M3.1 decid¬ 
ed to give the famed German manufactured scope a test, and 
from the initial sight in, I was pleasantly surprised. Until 
recently, I was a big supporter of fixed-power scopes because 
they are inherently stronger than their variable cousins. I 
now prefer the variable-power, which gives the shooter 
options at different ranges and circumstances such as multi¬ 
ple targets or movers. (Note: Leupold also makes outstanding 
variable scopes.) 

Light transmission in the Schmidt and Bender exceeds 
90%, according to AI, which equates to the shooter being 
able to engage targets more effectively in low-light and night¬ 
shooting which is when the enemy likes to be out and about. 
I recommend the Schmidt and Bender wholly and without 
reservations, except for the only drawback that I found — the 
price — $1,778.00. However, what good does a finely tuned 
and accurized rifle do for you if you can’t see the target, iden¬ 
tify it as enemy, and engage it successfully? 

The Marine Corps is holding to its history and tradi¬ 
tions of turning out some of the finest snipers in the 
world. Snipers who have gone before them with names 
like Carlos Hathcock and Chuck Mawhinney are like 
deities to Marines across the globe. I would venture a 
guess that by the time that the war on terrorism ends we 
will have many more. 

It is doubtful that the Marine Corps will adopt the 
Accuracy International in the near future, since they have 
spent the last few years developing their own weapon system 
to replace the M40A1. The Marine Corps’ new sniper rifle, 
the M40A3, is an amazing weapon system that will facilitate 
the sniping program into the 21st Century. Other services, 
however, have begun to procure the Accuracy International 
in various calibers and configurations. Rumor has it that var¬ 
ious Special Forces units have AIs in their inventory. 

As a testament to their love of the Accuracy 
International AW, by choice, four out of five Marine snipers 
at a Southern California sniper match shot the AI instead 
of their M40Als. Three of them were 1st Marine Division 
Sniper School instructors. When I asked one of the 
Marines which rifle he would prefer in a combat situation, 
he said the AI AW because of the accuracy, ergonomics, 10- 
round magazine, and the lack of the need for an armorer to 
maintain the weapon system when a part breaks or a bar¬ 
rel needs replacing — a major consideration when you and 
your spotter are the only friendlies around for a few klicks, 
surrounded by targets of opportunity. 

Odin Crowe is a former Marine NCO, now in the Army 
Special Forces Reserve. ^ 
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Cuts on the flight suit still mystify investigators. Larry 
Greer, Public Affairs Officer for the Department of Defense 
POW-MIA Office, told SOF there are diverging opinions. 

“It appears the cuts were in places where a pilot could 
have been strapped into an ejection seat,” Greer said. 
Others say the cuts could have occurred when someone cut 
the pilot out of parachute harness. 

In its report to members of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, the CLA said the Iraqis could have cut off 
Speicher’s flight suit when they were unable to undo the 
half-dozen quick-release fasteners that attach the chute to 
the harness the pilot wears. Or, the CIA concludes, the 
Iraqis may have been trying to intimidate the downed avia¬ 
tor. The spy agency says the cuts could also indicate the 
pilot was injured, unconscious or deceased when the flight 
suit was removed. Alternatively, the Iraqis may have delib¬ 
erately cut the suit to deceive investigators. 

“Is that clearly his flight suit?” Greer rhetorically asked. 
“Could be, but who in the hell really knows,” said Greer 
who agreed to provide a series of photographs taken at the 
crash site in 1995, none of which showed the controversial 
flight suit. Greer has never seen it or any photos of it, but 
SOF has been assured that photographs of the flight suit 
were taken by the U.S. team of investigators in Iraq, and 
although none of the people SOF has talked to has person¬ 
ally seen the suit, Greer says it is in “someone’s safe-keep¬ 
ing somewhere.” Why this article is cloaked in such secre¬ 
cy has yet to be determined. 

CIA Conclusions 

The CIA does not know if Lieutenant Commander 
Michael Scott Speicher is dead or alive, but the lack of evi¬ 
dence of his death, statistics associated with high-speed 
ejections, and the alleged condition of a returned flight suit 
suggest he probably survived the crash of his F/A-18. 

The last line of the CIA report to Congress leaves the 
question of Speicher’s fate still in doubt. 

“We assess Lt. Cmdr. Speicher was either captured alive 
or his remains were recovered and brought to Baghdad.” 

Attempting recently to appear cooperative, in early 
April, Saddam sent the U.S. a letter through the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red Cross offering to allow a team 
of U.S. inspectors to enter Iraq again and pursue the 
Speicher case. 

SOF has learned that a draft response to Saddam’s offer 
has been forwarded to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
CIA Director George Tenet and the heads of about a half- 
dozen other agencies. Together they will formulate 
America’s official response to Saddam, but SOF has been 
told there is no timetable for a final decision. 

Officials say the draft plan suggests the U.S. insists on 
access to Iraqis who may have seen Speicher after he eject¬ 
ed from his disabled aircraft. The draft also demands the 
return of the missing pieces of wreckage, namely the cock¬ 
pit instrumentation. 

Iraq wants the delegation to include Scott Ritter, a for¬ 
mer UN weapons inspector who has been critical of U.S. 
policies toward Iraq. The Iraqis also want American jour¬ 
nalists to cover the visit. 

Dale B. Coopei' is a frequent contributor to SOF. ^ 
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Armageddon In The Middle East 


Continued from page 39 


Iranian Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani said that if Jerusalem 
persisted in persecuting the Palestinians, “Iran will retaliate 
in an astounding and unexpected manner.” He didn’t elabo¬ 
rate, but the undertones were clear. Iran, he implied, has 
something in its arsenal that will surprise everybody. Some 
Washington pundits believe it might be chemical or biologi¬ 
cal since — partly as insurance to counter Iraqi territorial 
aspirations — Iran has been engaged in some pretty 
advanced WMD research pro¬ 
grams for several years. 

Curiously, former Iranian 
President Ali Akhbar Rafsanjani 
echoed this threat not very long 
afterwards. Always a hothead — 
but still well-connected within 
Iranian corridors of power — he 
advocated using nuclear weapons 
to annihilate the Jewish State. 

In his “World al-Qods Day” 
sermon before thousands at 
Tehran University, Rafsanjani 
declared that the use of atom 
bombs “would leave nothing on 
the ground in the Jewish state.” 

It hardly seemed to matter that 
the action would also kill several 
million of the very people on 
whose behalf the jihad was to be 
launched! 

Tehran has been involved in 
other subversive activities, which 
is one reason why the immediate 
focus of White House attention 
has moved eastwards from Iraq. 

Apart from giving the 
Palestinians money and succor, 
documents recently captured in 
Ramallah indicate a pattern of 
close cooperation between Iran 
and Israel’s Arabs. Also: 


• Iran has been supplying 
Yassir Arafat with weapons. That much we know following 
the affair of the Karine A, a cargo ship originally loaded with 
50 tons of Iranian weapons and seized in the Red Sea by a 
Shayetet 13 Israeli “SEAL” team. Who can tell what got 
through to the Palestinians before that minor coup? 

•Documents produced by Israeli intelligence in early 
April show a distinct link between Palestinian suicide 
bombings and Iran’s Pasdaran, Tehran’s ultra-secret security 
and intelligence organization. This Revolutionary Guards 
group coordinates the activities of, among others, Hamas in 
Israel and Lebanon’s Hizbollah. Iranian intelligence ele¬ 
ments are also busy in Somalia, South Africa, West Africa, 
the Sudan and in many European and South Asian states. 

• Though not directly linked to events in Israel, Tehran 
plays devious host to scores of al-Qaeda and Taliban lead¬ 
ers: It actually encourages them to seek refuge in Iran. 
These terrorists are crossing the border from Afghanistan 
every day; the reasoning behind the ploy being that by 
keeping Washington militarily focused on its troubled 


neighbor, attention is deflected from Tehran. In fact, the 
converse is true. 

Iraq, too, forms part of the equation. Its latest gesture 
was to up the payments to families of suicide bombers from 
$10,000 to $25,000. 

More pertinent, because UN weapons inspection teams no 
longer monitor Baghdad, this conundrum presents Israel and 
the West with its most serious challenge yet. Saddam Hussein 
has used the impasse to continue with his own clandestine 
nuclear weapons program. 

Prior to the extrication of UNSCOM squads more than 
three years ago, there were several reports that Baghdad had 
e accumulated the components of 
I at least three complete atom 
| bombs. While Saddam lacked the 
§ fissile material with which to arm 

DC 

i- them, this seemed to have 
= changed 18 months ago when the 
despot recalled his atom bomb 
design team. It has been suggest¬ 
ed in Washington and London 
that the only reason for doing so 
is that the Iraqi dictator has 
somehow managed to acquire 
weapons-grade U235 or 
Plutonium. Not lost on anybody 
is that there have been dozens of 
Iraqi (and Iranian) attempts to 
acquire fissile material from for¬ 
mer Soviet Union states. 

Of all the threats to Israel, 
Iraq’s nuclear potential presents 
the Jewish State with a threat that 
offers the most severe conse¬ 
quences. Such action would also 
be a convenient “quick-fit” reha¬ 
bilitative move for Iraq. Long a 
rogue in the eyes of many 
Muslims, what easier way to gain 
acceptance in the Arab World 
than to target Israel? 

Syria remains very much a 
part of Israel’s security equation. 
For decades Hafez Assad — and 
now, his son — have been among 
the most virulent of Arab leaders. 
Even today, any mention of the name of the Jewish State in 
Damascus can invoke arrest. 

Almost obsessively, just about every political considera¬ 
tion in Syria is linked to Israel’s continued occupation of the 
Golan Heights. The IDF has occupied this sparse plateau 
uninterruptedly since 1964 and, obviously, they want it 
back. But since the high ground dominates almost the entire 
Galilee, that’s about as likely to happen as things now stand 
as the Jewish nation yielding up Temple Mount. 

About all that is clear about the Israeli condition today is 
that the undeclared cycle of violence will continue. And for 
several reasons, not least, as the old homily has it, because 
Arab leaders have shown themselves willing to fight the 
Jerusalem government down to the very last Palestinian. 

Issues that might have brought Jew and Arab together in 
the past are still on the table. They are also as intractable as ever. 

The first of these is the repatriation of more than 2M 
Palestinian refugees from adjoining countries. In Jordan 
there are a million, half of them registered with the UN 



Palestinians members of Islamic Jihad march during 
the funeral of Ahmed Khuzaiq, in Gaza 30 March 2002. 
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Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA), and almost 400,000 each in 
Lebanon and Syria. These people — 
most of them living under severe con¬ 
ditions in improvised camps that were 
built half a century ago — want to go 
home, preferably to houses and plots 
that their families occupied before 
Israel became a state in 1947. And 
that’s impossible. 

Then there is Jerusalem, beloved to 
three great faiths but, in particular, to 
Arab and Jew. Arafat has always given 
notice that ultimately Jerusalem 
would be the capital of his people, if 
only because it is the third holiest site 
in the Islamic world. The Israelis reck¬ 
on otherwise. 

The third stickler is still the issue 
of Israeli settlements, more now than 
there were before the Oslo accords 
were signed. There is even one — 
heavily protected by the IDF — in 
Hebron, and almost a dozen more 
under the noses of the Palestinians in 
Gaza. In theory, these could be vacat¬ 
ed, as the Israelis left their Sinai set¬ 
tlements after the signing a peace 
treaty with Egypt almost 20 years ago. 

For the alternative to any peaceful 
solution, one has to look back to 
recent history when a mighty Egyptian 
force breached the Suez Canal in 1974. 
Against all odds, the Israelis took 
some heavy knocks in the days that 
followed, accentuated by a simultane¬ 
ous invasion across Golan from Syria. 
Iraq, Jordan and several other Arab 
states also got into the fact. 

Not as short-lived as the conflict 
before, the Yom Kippur War went on to 
demonstrate desperate Israeli resolve. 

When President Carter — in one 
of his typically misguided gestures of 
conciliation toward his Arab friends 
— decided to cut-off arms supplies to 
Israel, by then faced with annihila¬ 
tion because it was running out of 
ammunition, Jerusalem took the only 
option left to it. It gave notice to 
Washington that since it was about to 
be overrun by a preponderant Arab 
army, it would arm its bombers with 
nuclear bombs. By then, the bombs 
had already been deployed to several 
IAF airfields. 

Obviously, the nuclear holocaust 
that had been predicted by some pun¬ 
dits never happened. But it could have. 

And if conditions get out of hand 
again, it could finally become a reality. 

A1 J. Venter is a frequent and long¬ 
time contributor to SOF. 
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Jerusalem Diary 


Continued from page 21 


12 March: PLO double-teamed us 
with Hizbullah. This afternoon several 
Hizbullah dressed in IDF uniforms 
attacked passing vehicles in the north¬ 
ern Galile. Using AK-47s and grenades, 
they killed six and wounded seven. 

14 March: I took a busman’s holiday 
and taught snipercraft to the students 
in the MaGav’s current sniper course. 

17 March: “I heard shots, drove 
towards the sound and stopped my 
truck when I saw the first body in the 
street. I identified the terrorist — he 
was standing with his back to me 4 
yards away. I yelled, ‘Hands Up!’ When 
he didn’t comply, I shot him in the 
head with my pistol.” 

The civilian gun owner described 
how he ended the terrorist’s rampage. 
The terrorist used a 9mm pistol to kill 
one and wound 16 in an attack across 
the street from a high school. He fired 
dozens of rounds and still had ammu¬ 
nition when stopped. 

14:25: Another bombing at the 
French Hill Interchange. A suicide 
bomber ran into the street, between 
two taxis and a bus. Before the MaGav 
could react, BOOM! Thank God the 
bombers don’t get a chance to practice. 
One dead, the bomber, and 24 lightly 
wounded. 

20 March: The cold this morning in 
the northern part of the country 
allowed a suicide bomber to hide the 
vest of explosives he wore under a coat. 
He did not look “out of the ordinary” 
as he boarded the intercity public bus. 
He blew up moments later, killing 
seven and wounding every passenger. 

Two volunteers, members of the 
Uniformed Division of the Police Civil 
Guard, responded to a terrorist attempt¬ 
ing to infiltrate a cooperative farm by 
the Israeli town of Beit Shemesh. They 
engaged the terrorist, armed with an 
AK-47, numerous mags and grenades. 
He was killed in the firefight that 
ensued; they were lightly wounded. 
Many similarities exist between our 
Civil Guard and the Minutemen of the 
American Revolution. 

21 March: My day began with a 
shift at our sniper unit’s position above 
the Western Wall in Jerusalem’s Old 
City Jewish Quarter. 

Suicide bomber blew himself up on 
King George Street, 50 yards from the 
sight of Sbarro Pizzeria bombing. Two 
months earlier, the bomber, after being 
found with a belt of explosives for an 


attack on an Israeli city, had been 
taken “into custody” by the PA at 
Israel’s request. Israel OK’d the 
bomber’s transfer to a PA prison in 
Ramallah ... from which he was imme¬ 
diately released; one of many “general 
amnesties;” part of the PAs revolving- 
door detention of wanted terrorists. 
Arafat’s Fatah took credit. 

26 March: We’ve had several days 
of relative calm, because we intercept¬ 
ed the terrorists before they launched 
major attacks. We killed four who 
infiltrated from Jordan with AKs, 
grenades, explosives and sniper rifles. 
We killed two more, a suicide bomber 
and his driver, after they ran a tempo¬ 
rary roadblock on their way to the 
Jerusalem Mall. They had a premature 
detonation during the car chase that 
ensued. A Palestinian Red Crescent 
ambulance undergoing a routine check 
at a temporary “surprise” checkpoint 
was discovered to be transporting a 
wanted terrorist and explosives 
including a suicide bomber’s vest. The 
fully operational vest had 16 individ¬ 
ual cylinders containing shrapnel and 
10 kilos of high-explosive. It was hid¬ 
den under the gurney on which a 
young boy was being transported. 

27 March: A suicide bomber got 
into a hotel dining room crowded with 
250 guests. The bomb contained nails, 
screws and ballbearings, especially 
devastating in the closed banquet hall. 
There were 27 killed, more than 100 
seriously wounded. Not a single guest 
escaped uninjured. The Palestinian 
Authority had been asked to arrest the 
bomber, who was known to be plan¬ 
ning such an attack. As usual, 
Chairman Arafat and his Palestinian 
Authority did nothing. 

29 March: We woke up to de facto 
war against the PLO and PA. Twenty 
thousand reservists are being mobi¬ 
lized. Endless stream of tank trans¬ 
ports on the roads. Soldiers are being 
deployed to the Capitol, added man¬ 
power to assist the police. They didn’t 
come soon enough. Just before closing 
time, a 16-year-old female suicide 
bomber blew herself up in a Jerusalem 
supermarket. This time three were 
killed and 35 wounded. 

30 March: I spent seven hours on 
duty in Indian Territory with our 
Sniper Unit. Our position was high-up 
and exposed to the wind. It was over¬ 
cast and cold, but at least it didn’t rain. 
Jerusalem remained quiet except for 
multiple HOT (meaning “they are in 
the wire”) warnings of terrorist efforts 
to launch attacks. A suicide bomber hit 


a cafe in Tel Aviv wounding 34. 
Hizbullah attacked our northern bor¬ 
der with mortars and anti-tank rockets. 

31 March: A suicide bomber explod¬ 
ed in a Haifa diner killing 20. 
Weapons-grade explosive, rumored to 
have come from Iran, was used. A few 
hours later another terrorist blew him¬ 
self up at the Israeli Red Cross 
Ambulance Dispatch and Emergency 
Aid Center located 12 minutes south of 
Gilo, in Efrat. He wounded six EMTs. 

March has set a record for the sin¬ 
gle bloodiest month — 126 killed. 
Another 100 remain critically wound¬ 
ed. For Israel it is the proportional 
equivalent to almost double the num¬ 
ber of dead suffered by America on 
September 11th. 

On Into April 

2 April: The day started at 04:30 
with the sounds of tank and Apache- 
gunship fire as the IDF’s effort to 
uproot the terrorist infrastructure 
shifted into high-gear. Intel collected 
revealed Arafat’s complicity in terror 
attacks. One document is literally a 
cost accounting submitted to him for 
funding the suicide bombers of his 
Fatah AI-Afesa Brigade which has car¬ 
ried out 20 suicide attacks so far this 
year, 10 in March alone. 

As is the case with all Jerusalem 
Police and Border Police, our Sniper 
Unit continues to be ridden hard and 
put away wet. We draw strength and 
comfort from the support we receive 
from friends in the States. 

9 April: 12 tons of arms and muni¬ 
tions have been found. The best 
defense is a good offense. We are final¬ 
ly doing something concrete and effec¬ 
tive. This is neither the end of PLO ter¬ 
rorism nor their terror attacks, but this 
is the first time in 18 months that it 
has been relatively quiet. 

10 April: This morning, the terror¬ 
ists finally conducted a successful 
attack. A suicide bomber got a bus 
near Haifa. 

This month-long wave of attacks is 
unequaled in Israeli history. And now 
Powell is coming to see if he can kiss 
Arafat’s ass and bring him to the peace 
table. Well, this morning’s bombing is 
Arafat’s reply. 

David Stone is an American citizen 
who several years ago emigrated to 
Israel He is a member of the Israeli 
Police Reserve Sniper Unit. Contributions 
from his monthly journal appear monthly 
in Soldier Of Fortune. ^ 
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an "are! " For an "Eye" 


Continued from page 73 


“Every single time we called for fire 
from AC-130 gunships and Apache 
helicopters, the enemy fighters would 
duck into caves and wait out the bar¬ 
rage,” Rivera said. 

Ten to 15 minutes later, they came 
out and started dropping more mortar 
rounds on C Co. 

At dusk, four more Americans fell. 
It got dark and cold as the tempature 
began to drop below freezing. The sol¬ 
diers began to shiver and shake. Their 
cold-weather gear had been left behind 
along with the medical supplies when 
they raced to cover from the first mor¬ 
tar attack. The men only wore T-shirts 
under their light jackets. 

But once darkness fell, the tables 
turned in their favor. They had night- 
vision goggles and that gave them the 
advantage. “Once the night came, it was 
our world,” said Rivera. 

At 2300 hrs., Rivera got word by 
radio that rescue helicopter was 
inbound. He and the other two medics 
had about 10 minutes to prepare the 
wounded for evacuation. As the chop¬ 
per approached the troops, enemy 
fighters emerged from a cave and fired 
a Stinger anti-craft missile, causing the 
helicopter to take evasive action. Ten 
minutes later, the helicopter returned, 
and took out the most seriously wound¬ 
ed. An hour later, two CH-47 Chinooks 
returned for the walking wounded and 
the few soldiers who weren’t dinged. 

Bloodiest Battle Of The War 

On 4 March, two days into the 
operation, seven American soldiers 
were killed trying to recover a Navy 
SEAL who fell from a Chinook that 
took enemy ground-fire at about 0330. 

The Chinook in which Petty Officer 
1 st Class Neil Roberts was riding on a 
low-level reconnaissance mission was 
hit in the belly by an RPG. The rocket- 
propelled grenade failed to explode, 
but the impact severed an hydraulic 
line, causing the pilot to land about a 
half-mile away and check the battle 
damage before lifting off again. 

What happened then is a bit fuzzy. 
The Pentagon says Roberts apparently 
fell out of the aircraft when it suddenly 
lifted off, and veered away from a ridge¬ 
line occupied by enemy soldiers. 

However, Army Major General 
Franklin Hagenbeck, commander of 
U.S. forces in the region, suggested 
everyone on board except Roberts piled 


back into the crippled chopper as it 
staggered into the air again before 
crash-landing out of the range of enemy 
machine guns. It was then a headcount 
revealed that Roberts was missing. 

Another Chinook flying with the 
chopper that was hit picked up the 
crew of the disabled chopper and 
deposited them further from the danger 
zone, before flying back into harm’s 
way to search for the missing man and 
put other troops on the ground. 

When the troops ran down the rear 
ramp of the Chinook after it landed, 
they came under heavy automatic- 
weapons fire from enemy soldiers above 
them. The chopper lifted-off as the GIs 
went to ground and engaged the enemy 
as the first streaks of daylight came over 
the mountain above them. A call for 
help brought two more helicopter loads 
of troops. As the first chopper landed a 
few miles away out of range of the ongo¬ 
ing firefight, it was hit by machine-gun 
fire and RPGs. It came down hard. 

Running out the rear of the 
Chinook, the reinforcements, a combi¬ 
nation of Rangers, Green Berets and Air 
Force special operations personnel ran 
into withering gunfire. 

Six men, two Rangers, two Special 
Forces, an Air Force combat controller 
and an Air Force pararescueinan were 
cut down. 

The second chopper managed to 
offload without any casualties, and 
together, the survivors managed to 
eventually suppress the enemy and 
recover the body of Neil Roberts. 

“We saw him on Predator being 
dragged off by three al-Qaeda men,” 
said General Hagenbeck. 

The 32-year-old SEAL from 
Woodland, Calif., apparently survived 
the fall from the helicopter, but indica¬ 
tions are he was executed shortly after¬ 
wards. There was a single bullet wound 
in his body, and it was not self-inflicted. 

A Green Beret from Fort Bragg, N.C. 
was the first to fall mortally wounded 
in the Shah-e-Kot Valley. 

A week later, the father of Chief 
Warrant Officer Stanley Harriman, a 
retired Army major, was presented with 
a tri-folded American flag, a Purple 
Heart and a Silver Star that was award¬ 
ed posthumously to his son. 

Other troops from the 101st 
Airborne Division [Air Assault] at Fort 
Campbell, Ky., met similar resistance 
when they helicoptered into the north¬ 
ern end of the valley to block possible 
escape routes. 

A month after Anaconda uncoiled, 
and soldiers from the 101st Airborne 


Division and the 10th Mountain 
Division returned home to lick their 
wounds, Predator and Global Hawk 
noticed some enemy activity in the 
same vicinity. Without any fanfare on 
the day that Charlie Company was 
given two weeks block leave, more U.S. 
soldiers and British Royal Marines heli¬ 
coptered into the mountains of eastern 
Afghanistan to hunt for the enemy that 
Predator spotted trying to infiltrate 
back into Paktia Province from neigh¬ 
boring Pakistan. However, this time the 
U.S. and its coalition partners are com¬ 
ing down on the enemy from above, not 
attacking them from below. 

Major Problem 

Predator has earned high marks for 
support of air and ground forces in 
Operation Enduring Freedom. The 
Pentagon is so impressed with its abili¬ 
ty to detect and track enemy forces, it 
has budgeted $1 billion to buy 37 more 
of the high-tech UAVs next year. But 
the Pentagon faces a critical problem: 
There’s a shortage of communications 
hardware that allows people on the 
ground to communicate with the 
unmanned aerial vehicles. The number 
of satellites now in earth orbit can’t pro¬ 
vide the necessary bandwidth to 
accommodate the data that flows to bat¬ 
tlefield commanders. 

As a result, sources tell 50F that the 
military has only been able to keep a 
couple of Predators and one Global 
Hawk airborne 24-7 over Afghanistan. 

The Pentagon is aware of die prob¬ 
lem. In fact, it manifested itself during 
Operation Allied Force in Yugoslavia, 
but it reached the “crunch” point in Af¬ 
ghanistan due to the nomadic nature of 
the enemy the U.S.-led coalition faced. 
Troops in Serbia and Kosovo were more 
concentrated. However, in Afghanistan, 
they are spread out all over creation, and 
travel by twos and threes at a time. 

The Department of Defense plans to 
increase the satellite bandwidth when 
it launches its own satellites in a cou¬ 
ple of years, but they will be able to 
provide less than half of the gigabytes 
per second Predator and Global Hawk 
will require. 

The military will be hard-pressed to 
use UAVs in Iraq and maintain the 
same level of commitment in 
Afghanistan. There just aren’t enough 
gigabytes to go around. So the problem 
is bigger than the Taliban or al-Qaeda. 

Dale B. Cooper is a longtime and 
frequent contributor to Soldier Of 
Fortune. ^ 
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Piracy 


Continued from page 47 


commercial aircraft and will give all 
governments the ability to track their 
— and anybody else’s — ships in inter¬ 
national waters. The equipment will 
also give constantly updated details of 
the ship’s course, destination, its own¬ 
ership, cargo, crew details, the ship’s 
name and coloring, as well as ancillary 
information that might indicate if any¬ 
thing were amiss. As with license plates 
back home, if the physical details fed 
into a computer by a patrolling aircraft 
don’t tally, then the vessel is likely to 
checked out more thoroughly, making 
an unwarranted maritime entry into 
any of the world’s ports almost impos¬ 
sible. These measures follow as a con¬ 
sequence of events that took place in 
New York last 11 September. 

It Works: Why Wait? 

Though put before the UN agency 
that coordinates international ship safety 
and security policies — the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) — for 
implementation before 2008, Washing¬ 
ton decided last month to move the dead¬ 
line up by four years. According to 
Admiral Brian Peterman of the White 
House Office of Homeland security, 
President Bush was prepared to pressure 
world leaders personally about this, at G- 
8 economic meetings next June. 

These issues are serious enough, 
says a Washington source, to warrant 
such action. Both Langley and British 
Secret Intelligence Services believe that 
there is threat of international terror¬ 
ists targeting the world’s maritime com¬ 
munities, using hijacked tools of the 
maritime trade. 

A reliable London contact has told 
Soldier Of Fortune that following the 
routing of Taliban and al-Qaeda ele¬ 
ments in Afghanistan, documents were 
recovered that show distinct al-Qaeda 
involvement in acquiring medium-sized 
ships. Specially adapted, these could be 
used as weapons of mass destruction. 
The report has both Pakistani and 
Philippine origins, and remains classi¬ 
fied. The implications for those who 
have access to this information are 
apparently sobering, which is one of 
the reasons why the entire matter has 
been fast-tracked. 

Admiral Thomas Collins, the U.S. 
Coast Guard Vice Commandant, dis¬ 
closed at a recent two-day homeland 
and maritime security conference in 
Cambridge, Mass., that while U.S. sea- 



(above) This map taffies incidents of pira¬ 
cy in Africa and the Middie East for the cat- 
endar year 2001, and it's the usuai sus¬ 
pects . (below) Morocco was once a nest of 
pirates , but as long as the Rabat govern¬ 
ment remains stable, it stifles such enter¬ 
prises — as could the government of 
Somalia , if they were not so profitable . 



ports were much more vulnerable than 
airlines and airports, this was chang¬ 
ing. “We can’t wait for something to 
happen at our ports before we act. 
There is vulnerability there,” he 
declared in March. 

Several other warnings have been 
posted. A Malaysian specialist report 
issued at a conference that involved 
law-enforcement agencies and shipping 
countries from around the world called 
on governments to make greater efforts 
to stamp out piracy. It mooted the pos¬ 
sibility that such activity might link ter¬ 
rorists with merchant shipping. Piracy 
was part of the equation, it stated. 

An Active International Response 

The group also warned that hijack¬ 
ings at sea last year had doubled and 
that total piracy attacks worldwide in 
2001 numbered 335. That followed a 
report issued late last year at the 22 nc * 
Assembly of London’s International 
Maritime Organization. It specifically 
warned that ship and port security had 
become a target of international terror¬ 
ism. Closer to home, it has been sug¬ 


gested that loading a cargo ship with a 
couple of hundred tons of high explo¬ 
sives and detonating it along the wharf 
in London or New York harbor is only 
one of the permutations: Another is 
using a ship to take a nuclear device 
into a Western harbor. 

A group of San Francisco researchers 
recently compiled a database of lost, 
stolen and misplaced nuclear material 
and found that there is a huge amount 
of weapons-grade uranium and plutoni¬ 
um that nobody can account for. In the 
wrong hands, disclosed the Stanford 
program — dubbed the Database on 
Nuclear Smuggling — this material 
might be used against the United States. 

U.S. Customs chief of staff David 
Cohen echoed this threat at 
Cambridge, saying that “the threat of a 
low-grade nuclear weapon being 
shipped into an American port is not 
far-fetched.” He added that last year 7.8 
million sealed containers hauling $480 
billion worth of goods arrived at U.S. 
ports, and that it was impossible to 
search them all. 

Following developments in the final 
months of last year, there have been 
some important developments. Ger¬ 
many, since the end of Hitler’s War, has 
never been one to get involved in securi¬ 
ty matters abroad, but has suddenly 
become a major player in the search for 
maritime terrorists, including pirates. 
Late last year a seven-ship German Navy 
squadron set sail from Hamburg for 
Djibouti, a pint-sized stretch of desert on 
the African coast of the Red Sea. Though 
details remained classified for months, it 
has since been disclosed that the 
German Navy will be operating anti-pira¬ 
cy and anti-terrorism patrols out of what 
was once one of the most important 
ports in France’s overseas empire. Its 
main job is to operate off the Somali 
coast farther south, in search of fleeing 
al-Qaeda terrorists making their way 
back to Africa from Afghanistan. 

German Air Force surveillance 
planes add to the configuration by 
patrolling the narrow waters off the 
coast of Yemen and the Sudan, both for¬ 
mer bin Laden boltholes. 

Using former Cold War-era Breguet 
Atlantic BR1150s, and operating as far 
south as Kenya, they supplement 
American, Spanish, British and French 
assets already in the region, all of 
whom pass whatever information 
comes to hand to U.S. Navy monitoring 
stations in Bahrain. 

Al J. Venter is a frequent contributor 
toSOF. & 
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sauna art 


by Col. David H. Hackworth (Ret.) 


Stand M Or Lose It All 


W e’ve seen another [recent] week in 
the Middle East even bloodier than 
the week before where the Kamikaze Kids 
are finally being thumped by alternate real¬ 
ities they understand: cells or coffins. 

Kibitzers watching while the Israeli war 
machine smashes through Palestine are 
repeating what Col. Kurtz — a.k.a. Marlon 
Brando — said in the motion picture 
Apocalypse Now: “The horror, the horror.” 

Many protest that military solutions are 
wrongheaded; that Israel has become as 
bad as Nazi Germany. 

“Give peace a chance,” goes their 
mantra, and the Middle East global village will light up 
with balloons, lollypops and sunshine. Of course, none of 
these good people has been visiting morgues, viewing 
pieces of loved ones blown to whatever’s left while at 
prayer, dining out or disco-dancing. Israel is a house invad¬ 
ed by rattlesnakes. The Israelis can either cut and run or 
kill the snakes. 

When Super Snake Moammar Gadhafi tried his terror¬ 
ist tactics on Ronald Reagan, he got hit so hard he’s still 
digging a deeper hole. Notice that there’s been nothing 
overt from this fruitcake since he felt the pain of 2,000- 
pound U.S. bombs. 

Vietnam, where the U.S.A. fought a long war against ter¬ 
rorism, was another story. We lost there because our brass 
never understood the nature of that war, and our casualties 
kept climbing until the peace movement and the polls pre¬ 
vailed. Instead of fighting the terrorists to the finish, we fol¬ 
lowed the 1938 Munich peace-during-our-time pap that 
enabled Hitler and his barbarians to pummel Europe. Now, 
millions of decent Vietnamese live in a communist state 
where a blink of dissent gets you dead. 

In Francis Ford Coppola’s film, Col. Kurtz tells how 
after his medics inoculated a small village, the Reds 
chopped off every child’s left arm. “My God, the genius of 
that. The genius,” Kurtz said. “The will to do that. Perfect, 
genuine, complete, crystalline, pure! And then I realized 
they were stronger than me because they could stand it.” 
He goes on to describe the kind of soldier it would take to 
beat the communists: “You have to have men who are 
moral and at the same time who are able to utilize their 
primordial instincts to kill — without feeling, without 
passion, without judgment. Without judgment, because 
It’s judgment that defeats us.” 


This is the civilized world’s dilemma. 
Terrorist havens such as Palestine — where 
the chief cop ran a bomb factory at home 
and kids are programmed almost from 
birth to be body bangs — can handle the 
murder, the destruction and the madness. 
But this time around, we, too, need to 
somehow handle the horror — because the 
only way to deal with terrorists is to out- 
terror them. That means make the kitchen 
so hot the snakes either run or bum. 
Contrary to White House demands, Israel 
must be allowed to act on what millions of 
Americans were taught before we marched 
off to past wars: Kill or be killed. Reagan got it right when 
he said, “Never negotiate with terrorists.” 

Right after Sept. 11, George W. Bush followed that dic¬ 
tum, adding that any state supporting terrorism in any way 
would be our enemy. Now he seems to be back-pedaling, 
doing a poll-watching dance when he should be bombing 
Baghdad and Tehran rather than asking Israel to back-off. 

None of the Palestinian terrorists would even have a fire¬ 
cracker without financial and material support from rogue 
states such as Iran and Iraq. Even the dumbest camel prob¬ 
ably knows that these countries are doing unto Palestine 
what Red China and the Soviets did unto the North 
Vietnamese — who couldn’t fire the stuff fast enough at 
American boys in Vietnam. Today, Iran’s fingerprints are all 
over tons of Israeli-captured munitions, while Iraq’s Saddam 
Hussein recently doubled the payoff he gives every 
Palestinian martyr’s family to $25,000 — blood money the 
Mustached One knows is fueling the mayhem, delaying his 
own Day of Reckoning. 

The first dead American soldier I saw was killed by one of 
Tito’s terrorists. Harry Truman’s policy was to shoot back. We 
did, and we won. Since then I’ve spent a lot of time either 
fighting or writing about terrorists — and I know if they aren’t 
losing, they’re winning. And you can’t make them lose with 
sweet talk or double talk — only with hot steel. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Send mail to P.O. Box 11179, Greenwich, CT 06831. 

Copyright 2002 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

For a great read, be sure to pick up Hack’s 
new book. Steel My Soldiers’ Hearts. ^ 
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.45 Hi-Cap is Back! 

Pre-Ban Magazines Now Available 






ONLY WE GIVE YOU THE EDGE 


Para P-Series single-action pistols are the 
world’s most sought-after high-capacity 
.45 ACP handguns. And now, responding 
to your requests, we're releasing a large but 
limited quantity of pre-ban, full-capacity 
.45 ACP magazines! 

These magazines were all made in our 
state-of-the-art factory and come with our 
New Millennium Lifetime Service Policy. 

They are matte black and fit our steel, alloy and 
stainless steel pistols. They also fit our new 
LDA-Series of double-column pistols. 


All of our .45 ACP high-capacity pistols are 
shipped with ten-round magazines, and coupons 
to buy two pre-ban magazines where it is legal to 
purchase and own them. But we listened to you, 
so we have made available to our distributors a 
limited quantity of extra, pre-ban high-capacity 
.45 ACP magazines at our regular 
suggested prices. 

You can buy a Para P14-45, P13-45, P12-45 or 
14.45 LDA and 12.45 LDA and, once again 
where legal, purchase pre-ban, high-capacity, 
matte black, steel magazines to go with them. 


The P13-45 
with its 4.25-iuch 
barrel is choosen by 
professional defense 
Instructors for its accuracy and 
compactness. Now, pre-ban 
13-round magazines are once 
again available for it where legal. 


Para technology created the double¬ 
column .45 ACP magazine. 
Pre-ban .45 ACP full-capacity 
magazines are once again 
available for those 
pistols, where legal. 


The 12.45 LDA 
Is the low-profile, 
high-performance pistol with the 
sweet, smooth trigger. Ideal for 
concealed carry duty and, where legal, 
pre-ban magazines offer the full- 
capacity of 12 + 1 rounds of .45 ACP. 


980 Tapscott Road . Toronto, ON MIX 1C3 • (416) 297-7855 Fax (416) 297-1289 










+s/h $9.95 

w/military nylon strap 
$249 w/steel band 
/as shown $ 


AIR COIUBAT TEAM 


22-jewel precision SWISS ETA 251.272 quartz movement. 
Chronograph: l/10th second, 60 seconds, 30 minutes. Case in 
black PVD solid 316L stainless steel; screw-lock crown & screw-in 
back; crown shoulder guard; unidirectional, ratcheted bezel with 
12-hour graduation/dual time. Tritium/SPO advanced ill u mi natron 
system on hands & numbers, Hardened mineral crystal, Calendar 
date window. Water resistant to 100m/330 feet. 3-year battery. 
Diameter 38mm, thickness 12mm ; weight 4.7 oz. Bracelet in black 
PVD solid 316L stainless steel; deployment huckle with double lock 
security clasp or military nylon strap. Serial numbered. 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee, 5 Year Incremental 
Warranty, Same Day Shipping 


Credit card orders call 
Ask for operator L733 








